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brought up. 245 | 


CHAT 1 


A ſhort Introduction, or ſome previous Mat- 
ters neceſſary for the Reader's Information; 
and which may ſerve as an Apology for the 

Mort. 


Hatever Spirit we Authors may at 
this time of day be endued with, 
it is much to be feared, we are very little, 
if any Ways, poſſeſſed with that of Divina- 
tion, though ſuch a Gift would exceed- 
ingly avail our Labours; as thereby, we 
might arrive dt ſome Knowledge of the Com- 


plexion, Genius, and Taſte of our Reader, 


Vol. I. B and 


629) 
and accordingly, be the better enabled to 
ſuit our Productions to his Capacity or 
Deſire. But as for want of this Faculty, 
we are at a loſs to know, whether the 
Reader peruſes our Work for Inſtruction 
or Entertainment; whether he expects to 
be edified thereby, or only to meet with a 
few Hours private Amuſement; ſo we are 
obliged to manage Matters accordingly: 
And by a judicious Diſpoſal and Mixture 
of the utile & dulci, of the pleaſant and 
profitable together, endeavour to engage 
all Attentions, whatever the Object may 
be that is ſought after. 


Seeing there cannot be a more ſure 
Manner of Proceeding than this, to arrive 
at the propoſed End of all Writers, (whe - 
ther antient or modern) which is to bene- 
fit and entertain their Readers, and there- 
by to procure both Satisfaction and Emolu- 
ment for themſelves ; therefore we ſhall 
cloſely adhere to it, and keep the aforeſaid 
Method continually in View, during the 
Courſe of the following Sheets. 


Indeed, few Branches of Learning are 
ſubſervient to better Purpoſes than Hiſto- 
: Thereby we are made acquainted with 

18 different Characters, Views, n 
| an 


(3) 

and Deſigns of Mankind; and by taking a 
Survey of their Actions and Behaviour 
according to the different Circum- 
ſtances they are placed in; and from a due 
Reflection on their ſeveral Virtues and 
Vices, our Minds become repleniſhed with 
ſuch a ſufficient Stock of infallible Max- 
ims, as will greatly aſſiſt us in the Conduct 
of Life, and enable us to become knowing, 
prudent, and virtuous.- In order, therefore, 
to conduct our Reader to ſuch a Pitch of 
Improvement, it manifeſtly behoves us, 
not only to trace out to him the Characters 
and Behaviour of the virtuous Part of the 
Species, but alſo ſometimes, of the moſt 
abandoned: The former may ſerve as fo 
many ſhining Lights, fixed at proper Sta- 
tions, to direct his Courſe through the 
dark Channels of Vice; and the latter, 
as ſo many Buoys, to keep him off thoſe 
Rocks and Quick-Sands that lie concealed 
under the Surface of the Water. 


For attaining theſe ſalutary Purpoſes, 
nothing is more requiſite in an Hiſ- 
torian, than to keep cloſe to Nature; 
and to preſent his Reader with a true 
Account of Facts, as they ſucceeded each 
other in the Time comprehended in his 
Narrative, This * the Method that * | 

4 d 
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be purſued by great Hiſtorians, ſuch I 
mean, as treat of the Riſe, Fall, and dif- 
ferent Revolutions of Empires, Monarchies 
and Commonwealths; but we Biographers, 
who purpoſe to exhibit the Lives of parti- 
cular Perſons, are obliged to take {9 bad 
what of a larger Scope, and even to pry 
into their moſt minute Actions. For as 
Plutarch obſerves, in his Introduction to 
the Life of Alexander the Great: That 
«« oftentimes the Virtues and Vices of 
«« Men, and their natural Diſpoſitions are 
c better ſhewn by exhibiting ſome of their 
* minute Actions, or even an Apothegm, 
t a Sentence, or a Jeſt of theirs, than by 
« an Account of their Battles, and of their 
«© beſieging and ſtorming of Towns and 
„Cities, or of thoſe heroic Exploits 
© which occaſioned ten thouſand Men to 


tc lie ſtretched on the Plain,” It is 


the Nature and Propenſity of their Souls 
that we are to endeavour to trace, as much, 


if not more than their bodily Performances. 


Our Readers may perhaps be at a loſs, 
to know how we are enabled to execute 
this with due Regard to Veracity, in that 
"Specimen of Writing which we chuſe at 
preſent to follow, and which generally goes 


under the Name of Romance; but in order 
; to 


+ 
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to ſet them right in this Particular, we 
muſt inform them, that the Denomination 
is only affixed to this Sort of Writing by 
Way of Synecdoche, or Comprehenſion, a 
Figure much uſed by Poets, Orators, and 
Hiſtorians, when they have occaſion to 
adapt a Part for the whole. And indeed, 
as we are obliged to uſe fictitious Names in 
the Repreſentation of ſeveral of our Cha- 
racers, whoſe Originals are ſtill living, 
ſo far our Hiſtory may be termed romantic; 
but while we ſtick cloſe to a true Detail of 
their Actions, Manners, and Behaviour, 
ſo far is it true and real. A Reader muſt 
be very weak, who imagines, that ever 
ſuch a Hero as Don Quixote exiſted under 
that Name, or that there were ſuch Perſons 
as Gargantua and Pantagruel; yet nobody 
can in the leaſt doubt, that both Cervantes 
and Rabelais had real Originals in Nature, 
from whence they ſeverally drew their Por- 
traits, though they might diſguiſe the true 
Appellations of them. 


There needs, I believe, very little more 
to be added in this introductory Chapter, 
by Way of Apology for theſe Volumes. 
The Method of Writing that we have pur- 
ſued therein, is of longer Standing than 
what is generally imagined z and having 

B 3 been 
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been lately revived with much Succeſs, we 


have choſe to make uſe of it. 


As we do not deſign, in Imitation of the 
Cuſtom uſed at Fairs, by thoſe droll Fel- 
lows, the Mcrry-Andrews, to entertain the 
Concourſe at the Door, with a long Ha- 
rangue of what is to be performed and 


ſeen in the Houſe; ſo we ſhall make bold 


to introduce the Reader without any more 
previous Ceremony, to ſuch Entertainment 
as has been in our Power to provide for 
him; of which the Titles te the ſeveral 
Chapters, will, like the Play-Houſe Bills, 
give him an Account of what he is to ex- 
pect in the Repreſentation, 


CHAP, 


We 


P, 


1 


HA AF. HI. 


An Account of Mr. Hugh Ramble and bis 
Lady; their Manner of living, with ſome 
other Matters relating to this Hiſtory. 


HERE once dwelt in the Eaſt- 
Riding (or Diviſion) of the moſt ex- 
tenſive County in this Kingdom, called 


Yorkſhire, a Gentleman of a very antient 


Family, named Hugh Ramble: To whom 
though Nature or Fortune were not over 
laviſh in their Gifts, yet he had received 
ſuch a Competency of Favours from both, 
as might have afforded him perfect Eaſe, 
if not great Share of Happineſs, in this 
World; could he have applied their ſeveral 
Donations to the beſt Purpoſes, and nor 


ſuffered the Management ot them to have 


been over-ruled by Paſſion, Folly, or Vice. 
His Aſpe& was mild and grave; his Con- 


ſtitution healthy and robuſt; and his Mind 


was furniſhed with very good natural Parts, 
which required only due Culture, to have 
appeared much more conſpicuous. Thus 
as Nature had not framed either his Body 
or Underſtanding of the meaneſt Caſt, ſo 
Fortune had endowed him with a very 


B 4 com- 
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competent Eſtate; and alſo had given him an 
Opportunity of confider-5ly improving it, 
by beſtowing on him a Wife with a very 

good Portion, ny 
His Lady, Mrs. Rachel Ramble, was a 
Woman of great Prudence, very good 
Senſe, and ſtrict Virtue; and, moreover, 
had received as polite and genteel an Edu- 
cation, as any young Gentlewoman could 
poſſibly acquire in thoſe Northern Parts, 
where ſhe was brought up. Mr. Hugh 
Ramble, her Huſband, was exceedingly fond 
of her, although they had been married 
near ſeven Years without having any Iſſue. 
But neither his Love for his Wife, nor any 
| Regard to his Eſtate, could reſtrain him 
from purſuing his Pleaſures to exceſs; for 
he, like many other Gentlemen, was ſo en- 
tirely addicted to the faſhionable Vices of 
Gaming, Horſe-Racing, Cock-Fighting, 
c. that in a few Years, he not only con- 
ſumed the Fortune which his Wife had 
brought him, but had alſo very conſidera- 
bly dipped his own Eſtate; ſo that Mrs. 
Ramble was obliged to exerciſe the ſtricteſt 
Oeconomy in her Affairs at Home, that 
her Huſband might make the better Figure 
Abroad amongſt his polite — 
N 0 


(91 


No doubt but Mrs. Ramble was very 
much vexed at the ill Conduct of her Huſ- 
band; yet we do not find, that ſhe had 
recourſe to any of thoſe Expedients which 
are generally practiſed by her Sex, to allay 
their Paſſion, or aſſuage their Grief on ſi- 
milar Occaſions; ſuch as Viſiting, Goſſip- 
ing, Card-playing, Drinking, &c. &c. &c. 
On the contrary, ſhe ſeldom went Abroad, 
being contented with amuſing herſelf at 
Home with reading and Family Buſineſs, 
and never drank any Liquor ſtronger than 
Tea, unleſs in obedience to Mr. Ramble, 
when any ſlight Indiſpoſition, bad Weather, 
or, which was oftner the Caſe, Lowneſs of 
Pocket, obliged him to keep at Home. 


At ſuch Times as theſe, when her Spi- 
rits were ſomewhat exhilerated by a Glaſs 
of Wine, and her Huſband's Company ; 
ſhe would take occaſion to ſet the Conſe- 
quences of his Manner of Life before him, 
in ſuch a ſtrong Light, as could not fail 
convincing him of his Errors, though her 
Documents were not able to divert him 
from the uſual Purſuit of them : But this 
was always performed in a very mild, gen- 
tle, and loving Manner; by delivering her 
Sentiments with the greateſt Deference to 
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1 
his Judgment, and with the utmoſt Ten- 
derneſs and Concern for his Health and 
Eſtate, which ſhe urged to be very much 
e by his Way of living: For, to 
peak the Truth, ſne was a very meek and 


diſcreet Gentle woman, and made him a 
moſt unfaſhionably excellent Wife. 


Her Perſuaſions had ſo much Influence 
over him, that at Times, indeed, he would 
form ſomething like a Reſolution of amend- 
ing his Conduct; but however firm he 
might ſeem in his Reſolves, he always found 
them too difficult for him to carry into 
Execution : For although, as we have be- 
fore obſerved, he was a Man of good Un- 
derſtanding; yet a natural Propenſity to 
former Pleaſures and Diverſions, and an 
habitual Exerciſe therein, had given the 
Love of them ſuch a Predominancy over 
his Reaſon, Judgment, Intereſt, and all 
other Affections (except what he bore to 
his Wife) that it was impoſſible for him to 
get the better of an Inclination which he had 
ſo long ſuffered to encreaſe, and wherein 
he had ſo fondly indulged himſelf. How- 
ever, he once proceeded ſo far towards a 
Reformation of his Conduct, as to deter- 
mine upon the Sale of his Fox-Hounds, 
and all his Hunters, excepting one, 2 
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had been an old Favourite, and would not 
fetch much at this Time by the Diſpoſal : 
Nay, he even ſought out a Purchaſer; 
but, unluckily for himſelf, his Dogs 
ſoon after won the Prize at a great Hunt- 
ing Match, in which the favourite old 
Horſe ſlipped his Shoulder, ſo that he was 
obliged to ride one of his others: Theſe 
two prevalent Reaſons inſtantly turned the 
Scale, and induced him not to part with 
either his Dogs or Horſes for the preſent. 


Mr. Ramble's Perſeverance in his old 
Courſe of Life, and the many Inconveni- 
ences that attended ir, occaſioned, at length, 
ſo much Vexation to his Lady, as flu 
her into a Fit of Sickneſs; for which the 
Phyſicians in that Country judged no Re- 
medy to be more effectual than the Uſe of 
mineral Waters; and accordingly directed, 
that ſhe ſhould go to Scarborough, to take 
the Benefit of thoſe ſalutary Springs that 
Place affords. 


Though the Journey thither was not 
many Miles from their Manſion Houſe; 
yet ſhe being ſenſible, that the Extrava- 
gancies of the Spaw would ill ſuit with 
their preſent Circumſtances, which were, 
as has been obſerved, greatly in their De- 

B clenſion, 


clenſion, it made her heſitate ſome Time, 


both, took it in his Hea 
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before ſhe could refolve to follow the Doc- 
tors Advice: But while ſhe was deliberating 
upon the Matter, Mr. Ramòble, either out 


of a Motive of Fondneſs for his Wite, or 
induced by the pleaſing Allurement of be- 


ing preſent at the Diverſions in that Part 
of the Country, or very 5 * 
not only 
urge his Wife's going to me 5 
cording to her Phyſicians Direction, but 
alſo reſolved to accompany her thither him- 
ſelf. As his Lady imagined, that the Po- 


liteneſs of the Company there might, per- 


haps, be a Means of bringing him to relin- 
quiſh that of his Country-Squires and 
Sportſmen, ſhe did not long withſtand his 
Requeſt; but firſt of all obtained a ſtrict 
Promiſe from him, that he would not fre- 
quent the Gaming-Tables; fearing he might 
loſe what little Money they had raiſed to 
defray the Expences of the Journey, and 
be obliged (which has often been the Caſe 
with many that frequent thoſe Sort of 
Places) to decamp before the Waters could 
have any Effect. Upon this, ſhe ſet out 
with the fewer Apprehenſions on that Ac- 
count; having firſt concerted Matters to- 
gether, ſo as to make the beſt Appearance 
in the Place, that their preſent Fectining 
Circumſtances would admit of, 
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en 
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CHAP. Il 


Containing an extraordinary Incident in Mr. 
Ramble's Family, and an Explanation of 
two Fables for the Benefit of Sportſmen. 


T the Concluſion of our laſt Chapter, 
we left Mr. Ramble and his Lady juſt 
upon the Point of ſetting out for Scarbo- 
rough, where they ſoon after arrived; and 


ſhe received ſuch Benefit from the Waters, 


as not only to recover her Health in a very 
ſhort Time, but what was more unexpect- 


ed, ſhe proved with Child: A Blefling, 


that as we have before acquainted our 
Reader, Heaven had not vouchſafed her 
ever ſince her Marriage, which was. now 
ſeven Years ago; and therefore was the 
more ſurprizing at this Time, when both 
ſne and her Huſband had given over all 


Expectations of it ever happening. Now 


whether the Phenomena of her Impregnati- 
on is to be accounted for by any fœcund 
Quality of the Waters, Alteration of Diet, 
or by her Huſband's refraining from his 
accuſtomed Intemperancies, or whatever 
other Cauſe, © muſt be left to the De- 
termination of the Phyſicians and Na- 


turaliſts: Though, no doubt, ſuch of 
my 


( 14) 

my female Readers as have paid a 
Viſit to the celebrated Springs of Bath 
and Tunbridge, purely with a View of at- 
taining the happy Condition, which this 
Lady now found herſelf in, will certainly, 
attribute the Effect to the mineral Liquor: 
But the Judgment of the Ladies is not al- 
ways to be relied on in ſuch deep and myſ- 
terious Caſes. 


This Accident was very alarming to 
Mrs. Ramble and her Huſband, both of 
whom could have wiſhed it had happened 
ſomewhat earlier; for he now began to 
open his Eyes, and view his Follies in 
a glaring Light. Mr. Ramble not- 
withſtanding his fair Promiſes to his Lady, 
had, unknown to her, played very deep af- 
ter ſhe left the Rooms, and was taken 
in; ſo that on his Return from the 
Spaw, he was obliged to mortgage the re- 
maining Part of his Eſtate, to make good 
the Debts of Honour that he had contract- 
ed there : But as ſhe was ignorant of this, it 
could occaſion her no Uneaſineſs, which, to 
do him juſtice, he was very careful of pre- 
venting during her Pregnancy. 


. Mrs. Rambles Teeming-Time being ex- 
pired, ſhe was ſafely delivered of a Daugh- 
| | ter, 
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ter, to whom they gave the Name of Ame- 
lia. And though the Mother was a Gen- 
tlewoman by Birth, had received a polite 
Education, and was of a very tender Con- 
ſtitution; yet, contrary to the Faſhion of 
our preſent fine Ladies, (many of whom 
never had the hundredth Part of her For- 
tune) nothing could prevail on her to for- 
bear ſuckling her own Infant ; till that, in 
a few Months, finding herſelf again in the 
ſame Condition from which ſhe had been 
lately releaſed, ſhe was obliged to commit; 
the Child to the Care of a Wet-Nurſe, 


Mr. Ramble, who had formerly given o- 
ver all Hopes of having any Iſſue by his 
Wife, began now to be apprehenſive of her 
breeding too faſt ; and though he was not 
diſpleaſed at the Encreaſe of his Family, 
yet it put him upon ſerious Thoughts of 
taking ſome Meaſures for defraying of 
thoſe Expences, which he knew muſt ne- 
ceſſarily attend the Arrival of his new Pro- 


geny. 


After much Deliberation on this impor- 
tant Point, he found himſelf obliged, tho? 
ſorely againſt his Will, to come to a full 
Reſolution of retrenching his Expences, 
and of lopping off all Superfluities, ſuch as 


Dogs, 


* 
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Dogs, Horſes, Sc. Having freed him- wg 
ſelt from theſe Incumbrances (for ſuch Thi 
they really were, and very heavy ones to ly 
him at this Time) their numerous Attend- Fate 
ants of Huntſmen, Grooms, Whippers-in, Hou 
Stable- Boys, &c. beingrendereduſeleſs, were 
conſequently diſcharged. Becoming thus 8 
diſpoſſeſſed of his former Enjoyments, the ing 
Bottle was now the beſt Relief he could MM © 4 
obtain againſt the agonizing Thoughts that Det 
tormented him on this Occaſion; unleſs we | wy 
may call playing Three up, or a Gammon for | Wo! 
a Shilling, with the Rector of the Pariſh, f. 
any Sort of Relaxation. Fez 
| bein 
As Mr. Ramble could not help thinking, 
that his being in this Manner obliged to f 
part with his Hounds and Hunters, was | 
one of the greateſt Misfortunes which ever I 
befel him; ſo it was likewiſe adjudged to Ml ©Y- 
be ſuch by all the neighbouring Gentle- glec 
men: And, perhaps, it the Reader be a _— 
Sportſman, or has any Taſte for the rural prox 
Recreations of the Field, he may be of the yu: 
ſame Opinion. But I dare engage, that 2 
ſuch of my Readers, who prefer the Exer- bles 
ciſe of their mental Faculties to that of his 
their corporeal ones, and take more De- judi 
light in reading and Reflection than in 5 


Field - Sports, will readily agree, that diſ- 
| poling 


nity, for the Purſuit of ſome 


* 
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f poſing of his Horſes, Dogs, Sc. was the beſt 


Thing Mr. Ramble could do, if not the on- 
y Method to prevent his ſharing Aæon's 
Fate, of being deſtroyed by his own 
& 11ounds. 


On peruſing that Story in Ovid, I have, 


indeed, often thought the Poet deſigned it 
Jas an allegorical Emblem of the 
$ Deſtination of a Man who gives himſelf up 
to the immoderate Purſuit of beautiful 


Women, and ſavage Creatures: Luſt ſoon 


# transforms a Man into a Brute; and the 


Pleaſures of the Chace often end with his 
being, as Sendys has it, 


By his ungrateful Dogs in Pieces torn. a 


Though the Folly or Madneſs of Coun- 
try-Squires and other Sportſmen, who ne- 
glect all ſocial Duties and Offices of Huma- 
r and un- 
profitable Animal, is almoſt inexpreſlible 
yet Poggius, the Florentine, has exhibited a 
very lively Deſcription thereof in his Fa- 
bles; and on which Sir Roger L' Eftrange, 
his Commentator, has made ſome ve 


judicious Reflections; the Subſtance where- 


of we ſhall here preſent to the Reader, 
in as few Words as poſſible. 2 
« A 


general 


—_ Ms Ss. ths 8 4 
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« A certain Doctor at Milan, ſays our 
Author, ©* undertook to cure Madmen, 
„E naked to a Stake, and 


« by tyin ; 
<« ſetting them upright in a naſty Puddle, 


& deeper or ſhallower according to the 


«© Degree of their Diſtemper ; where they 
« were left, till between Hunger and Cold, 
«© they were brought to their Wits again. 
* One of his Patients, after fifteen Days 
« ſoaking, ſhewing ſome Signs of Amend- 
* ment, was permitted the Liberty of the 
« Houſe and of the Court-Yard; and as | 

* he was ſtanding one Day at the outer 
* Gate, a Falconer came riding by, 
« with his Falcons, his Spaniels, and all 
4c his hawking Train about him. Hark 
« you, Sir! ſays the Madman, a Word 
« with you; and with that he falls 
«op aſkin what one Thing and t'other 
<< was, 22 at length — they were all 
„good for? The Gentleman told him 
very civilly, that his Horſe he for 
„his Sport, his Dogs to ſpring his Game, 
4 and his Hawks to kill it. at's well, 
« ſays the Madman: And pray, what 
may all the Game be worth that you kill 
« in a Twelvemonth? Why it may be ten 
or fifteen Pounds ſays the other. Ay 
« but, ſays the Mad-Fellow again: What 
„may all your Hawks, Dogs, and Forms 
ce CO 


Jorſes 
+ coll 
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. coſt you in a Year? Fifteen Times as 


t much perhaps, ſays the Sportſman, Get 


„ out of the Way then immediately; cries 
„ the Madman, before our Doctor hag 
e ſight of you; for if he ſouced me up to 


« the Middle in the Pond, he will cer- 


id, BY © 2 put you in up to the Ears, if he 
„ can but ſer eye on you.“ 


Upon which Sir Roger L'Eſtrange makes 


8 this wiſe Reflection: “ That he, who ea- 
* gerly purſues any Thing, and gives more 


« for it than it is worth, is no better than 
« a Madman. Now the Way, ſays he, to 


e make a true Eſtimate both of the Price 


« and the Purchaſe is to ſet the one againſt 
« the other, and ſo to balance the Ac- 
© count. When a Man's Head runs riot 
* upon Hawks, Hounds, Dice, Drabs, 
« Drinking, and all other Gratifications of 
« a ſenſual Appetite, let him conſider the 
„% Time, Money, Care, Labour, and Vex- 
« ation they coſt him, and then ſay to 
% himſelf : What have I got to anſwer all 
* this Expence, but the looſe giddy Fro- 
% lick of a few mad Hours, attended with 
© loathſome Diſeaſes, Gouts, Palſies, In- 
“ famy, Beggary, nauſeous Qualms, ſur- 
e feiting Satieties, together with the 
** Anguiſh of a late and unprofitable 

cc Re- 
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c Repentance in the Concluſion?” When 
it once comes to this, there is no other 
Way but the Doctor's Diſcipline, that 
is to ſay, Mortification and Affliction, 
to bring us to ourſelves again; both 
which were very ſenſibly felt by Mr. 
Ramble on this Occaſion, though it is 
much to be feared with little, or no | 
Contrition. However, he was a mani- 
feſt Inſtance of the Juſtneſs of the fore- | 
going Apologue, and the Verity of its 
Comment. | . 


I hope this Digreſſion will be ex- 
cuſed ; for though it is a Liberty aſ- 
ſumed by us Authors, who always 
think ourſelves to be the beſt Judges 
both of the Manner and Occaſion; yet 
I ſhall ſeldom indulge myſelf. therein, 
unleſs, ' when I thoroughly ' conceive it 
to be (as in the preſent Inſtance ) 
both for my Readers Inſtruction and E- 
molument. 


Vice and Folly are hard to be era- 
dicated from obdurate Minds; and ſhould 
theſe Volumes happen to fall into the 
Hands of any Fox-Hunters, or rural 
Squires, it is not to be doubted, but 
they will readily beſtow ſome ** 

* 
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WE xecrations on the Author, for decry- 
Wing their favourite Paſtimes; but as 


q he is above the Malice of ſuch un- 


When 
other 
that 


- 
* 


: 


ion, thinking Wretches, ſo their opprobrious 
both {Tongues will not give him any Con- 
Mr. cern. 
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mani- 
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Wing: 

; . g DOUT- 
C H A P. IV. « WR oe-] 
| : her 8 
Concerning Dreams, and the Opinion of ſom ner v 


Augurs thereupon. The Birth of Will 
Ramble, and a melancholy Accident that 
attended it. 


| Othing very extraordinary happened 

during Mrs. Ramble's being with 
Child, beſides what is related in the pre- 
ceding Chapter; excepting a Dream ſhe 
had, which is too remarkable to be omit- 
ted in this Place, though perhaps it may 
occaſion ſome ignorant, and halt-read Cri- 
tics to open their Mouths on my inſerting 
a Woman's Dream in the Thread of my 
Narrative: However, they may as well 
bay at the Moon, as Shakeſpear ſays, as ſnar! 
at me on this Account; for, be it known 
unto all ſuch, that I am authorized in ſo 
doing, by the Precedents of all Hiſtorians 
and Biographers, both antient nnd mo- 
dern, who have never failed recording ſuch 
Dreams as had any Connexion with their 
Narrations. But to proceed: Towards the 
Cloſe of the eighth Month of Mrs. Ram- 
ble's Pregnancy, ſhe dreamt one Morn- 
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ing, that ſhe was taken with ſtrong La- 


Wour-Pains, and was at laſt delivered of a 


Roe-Buck; which gored its Way through 


Wher Side with his Horns, and ſpurning at 


her with his hinder Feet, left her almoſt 


Wcnſeieſs on the Bed, whilſt he leaped 
through the Chamber-Window, and fled 


She awoke from this Dream very much 


frightened; and as it was uſual with the 


Pagans, to conſult their Magi, Augurs, 
and Soothſayers, on the like Occaſions, ſo 


ſne immediately rung the Bell for Mrs. 


Norris, her Houſe-Keeper, (who, though 
no Sybil, was very well experienced in te- 
male Affairs,) and acquainted her with 
what ſhe had dreamt; and moreover, that 
as ſhe felt herſelf in ſuch ſtrong and vio- 
lent Agony, ſhe was aſſured her Labour 
was coming on. 


Now although Mrs. Ramble was a very 
ſenſible Woman, and no ways addicted to 
the ſuperſtitious Follies of many of her 
Sex, in obſerving Dreams, Omens, Coffee- 
Grounds, &c. yet the imaginary Paing 
which ſhe had felt, left ſuch a ſtrong Im- 
e ar on her Mind, that, being as yet 

ut hardly awake, ſhe really thought they 
X con] 
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continued upon her: And perhaps the 
Fright, wherewith ſhe was ſeized on this 
Occaſion, might cauſe ſuch extraordinary 
Emotions in the Child, as to give her 
ſtrong Reaſons for thinking, that its Time 
of coming into the World was near at 
hand. Mrs. Norris, the Houſe-Keeper, 
was not quite ſo much ſurprized as her 
Miſtreſs ; however, ſhe adviſed her to ſend 
for the Midwife, and ſome Goſſips, by way 
of Precaution and accordingly Meſſengers 
were inſtantly diſpatched on all Sides, 
while Mrs. Norris haſtened to prepare 
Matters for the expected Labour. | 


It was not long before all the good Wo- 
men that were ſummoned on this Occaſion, 
arrived at Mr. Rambles: Theſe were Mrs. 
Nightly, the Midwife; Mrs. Eaton, the 
Rector's Wife; Mrs. Spruce, a neighbour- 
ing Gentlewoman; Mother Goſling, a Far- 
mer's Wife; Goody Allwing, an old Wo- 
man that had been at every Groaning in H 
the Pariſh, for more than half a Century Wl ſne a 
paſt; and Dame Crump, the Nurſe. pany 


Mrs. Rambie might have called many ver 
more Neighbours to her Aſſiſtance, who WW ſhe 
would have came readily; but as ſhe bod 
thought theſe ſufficient, and that more 72 b 

1 | 5 ips | 


1 1 
e 
Hips Would rather be an Incumbrance than 
a Help to her, ſhe declined ſending for 


| "on them. The Fable of the Mountain in 
= Labour bringing forth a Mouſe, which has 
| ak occaſioned ſuch a Profuſion of Wit in the 
EG Antients, and gives room for ſo many trite 
. Applications of the Moderns, that it is 
2 grown into a Proverb, did not come up to 
2 the preſent Labour that we are reciting; 
ſend tor it that Groaning-Bout ended in the Pro- 
e. duction of a Mouſe, this terminated in the 
8 | 


Delivery of much leſs: Eyen of nothing at 
all. On the Arrival of the aforeſaWGueſts, 
parc Mrs. Ramble found that all he real or 
Teh. imaginary Pains had left her. But to re- 
compence her Goſſips for their Aſſiduity, in 
coming to help her, ſhe had a good Break- 
faſt prepared, over which ſhe entertained 
them with the Recital of her Dream; there 
yet remaining ſuch a ſtrong Impreſſion 
thereof in her Mind, that ſhe rehearſed it 
as diſtinctly as it had occurred to her, 


Having made an end of her Relation, 
ſhe waited for the Sentiments of the Com- 
pany thereon. When Mrs. Nightly, the 
Midwife, obſerved, - That as Deer were 
very inoffenſive, though wild Creatures, 
* ſhe could not perceive how it could fore- 
* bode any III. Its kicking and gorin 
DL. I. * 4 


= 


© of her, indeed, might ſignify . th 
< would have a difficult Labour; but then 
its fleeing away ſo nimbly over the 
Hills, ſhewed, in her Mind, a very fafe 
Delivery.“ Madam Spruce ſaid, * as for 
© her Part, ſhe very ſeldom regarded 
Dreams, as ſhe believed there was very 
little Significancy in any of them.” 


To this the Farmer's Wife replied, © That 
ſome were true and ſome were falſe. For 
one Night I dreamt, Madam,” ſays ſhe, 
that gebody flung a Stone into my 
Panni@8, as I was going to Market, and 
broke all my Eggs; when to be ſure, juſt 
as I was ſetting out thither the next 
Morning, a large Stone lay in the Horſe's 
« Way, over which he fell with me and 
my Eggs, and ſmaſhed every one of them: 
« Nay, its well it was no worſe, and 
* that he had not broke my Neck into the 
0 4 : But I may thank old Mother 
7 


K a4 © 


© Dobſon for that; it was one of her 
Witches Tricks, I'll warrant, becauſe I 
<* refuſed letting her have a Quart of But- 
* termilk the Night before. And then, ano- 
ther Time, I dreamt,” continued ſhe, that 
© I found a Purſe of Gold in the Hen- 
* rooſt; but on ſearching the next Morn- 
© ing, I could only find one Egg, which 

| | Was 
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« was ſo rotten, that on my taking it up, 


© it broke, and all bedaubed my Fingers.” 
Goody Alkwing ſaid, “ ſhe was poſitive 
that Mrs Ramble's Dream betokened ſhe 
© would have a Boy this Time; and that 
he would prove a great Huntſman, like 
his Father.“ Dame Crump, the Nurſe, co- 
incided with the other's Opinion : Adding, 
That ſhe knew Gaffer Gubbins's Wite 
of the Green, to have had juſt ſuch a- 
* nother Dream before ſhe lay-in of her laſt 
Boy Jack: And you all knowgfays ſhe) 
* what a poaching young Dog 
that he has been had betore Sir 
already for Deer-ſtealing, thoffgh his 
Neck was too ſhort to be ſtretd 
that Time.” 4 | 


| = c 

Mrs. Eaton, the Rector's Wife, had hi- 
therto ſat as Mute as a Fiſh : But all the 
reſt of the Company having delivered 
their Opinions, ſhe declared her Senti- 
ments in theſe Words: Nobody, ſure, 
that has been the leaſt; converfantwith 
* Hiſtory, but muſt be thoroughly per- 
© ſuaded of the real Significancy of Dreams; 
* though, as Dame Gefkxp ſays, all 
* Dreams are not alike ii their Portent. 
* I remember to have read of a great ma- 
ny Dreams of Wegen with Chiid, in 
= © {eve- 
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© ſeveral Authors; but what Plutarch te- 
lates in the Life of Alexander the Great, is 
very remarkable, as the Dreams of both 
* a Man and his Wife preſaged the ſame 
Event.“ Pray Ma'm,' ſays Mrs. 
Spruce, * who was that Mr. Plutarch ? I 
don't remember to have ever heard of 
him; but I ſuppoſe he was one of Mr. 
© Eaton's Profeſſion.* * No, Madam,” re- 
plies the other, he was not a Clergyman, 
but a famous Greek Hiſtorian, and an 
excellent moral Writer.“ A Greek Hi- 

© ſtorianf'days Mrs. Spruce, © Ol then I ſup- 
< poſe he was not a Chriſtian!” No, Ma- 
dam, ſays Mrs. Eaton, he had not the 
« Happineſs of being enlightened by the 
Knowledge of the Goſpe!; yet I aſſure 
< you, and I have often heard my Huſband 
6 for, that his moral Writings would be 
far from doing Diſcredit to any Pro- 
«* feſſor of Chriſtianity ; and that it were 
to be wiſhed we kept up to them in ſome 


Points. 


e Well, ſays Madam Spruce, but, as he 
« was a Heathen, I ſhall not give much 
Credit to what he ſays, though I ask 
Pardon for interruping you in your Sto- 
« ry, and beg that you will proceed.” long 


He dam 


VE. (29) 

« He relates then,” ſays Mrs. Eaton, That 
« Olympias, the Mother of Alexander the 
« Great, dreamt the Night before ſhe was 
« bedded by her Huſband, that ſhe was 
« ſtruck by a Thunder-bolt upon the 
« Belly; and the Stroke ſet her in ſuch a 
Blaze, that the Flames ſpread all round 
about. And. not long atterwards Philip 
her Huſband dreamt, that he ſealed his 
« Wife's Belly with the Impreſſion of a 
Lion. Now both theſe Dreams por- 
* tended, as the Diviners foretold, that the 
Child which his Wife would conceive, 
* ſhould be remarkable for his Fortitude 
and Valour : And indeed he proved an 
* invincible Warrior, conquered the whole 
* World, and therefore acquired the Name 
of Alexander the Great. | | 


All the Company were amazed at the 
great' Learaing of the Rector's Wife; 
and M. dam Spruce declared, * ſhe would 
* not ſtudy ſo much as Mrs. Eaton for the 
whole Univerſe, as it would certainly 
turn her Brain.“ The Breakfaſt being 
over, and Mrs. Nightly aſſuring them there 
was no Occaſion ſor their ſtaying any 
longer at preſent, as poſſibly, notwith- 
ſtanding the Fright of the Dream, Ma- 
dam Ramble might continue to go her 

| C-3 Time 
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Time out, they all took Leave and de- 
parted to their ſeveral Homes; where they 
were met by their Neighbours, with open 
Mouths, enquiring what Madam had got ; 
being all in Expectation of jovial Doings 
at Mr. Ræmble's, if his Lady had been deli- 
vered of a Son and Heir. 


In little more than a Month after this 
falſe Alarm, Mrs. Ramble really fell into 
Labour; and was ſo exceeding bad, that it 
was beyond the Power or Skill of the Mid- 
wife to delver her: Lherefore a Surgeon 
who practiſed Midwifery was ſent for in all 
Haſte, from a Town about ſeven Miles 
diſtant, On his Arrival, he found they 
had neglected fetching him Time enough; 
for which he ſeverely reprimanded the 
Female Midwife, and all her Aſſiſtants ; 
aſſuring them, that now there was no other 
Metbod lett him to perform his Art, or 
give Birth to the Child, than by opening it 
a Way into the World by Inciſion, which 
would probably endanger the Mother's 
Life, though it might ſave the Child ; and 
if he was not ſuffered to do it, both of 
them would certainly be loſt, 


The good Woman very patiently ſub- 
mitted to whatever had the Appearance of 


giving 


(8) 7 
giving Birth to the Infant, and Eaſe to her 
Pains ; and readily agreed to hazard her 
own Life, for the ſake of preſerving the 
Child's. The Doctor ſoon performed 
his Operation ; the Refult of which was 
the producing a fine Boy : But, notwith- 
ſtanding his utmoſt Endeavours, he could 
only preſerve the Mother's Life for about 
three Days; when, after taking a tender 
Leave of her Huſband, ſhe expired, to 
the great Grief of all het Family, Neigh+ 
bours, and Acquaintance. | 
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CHAP, V. 


The Manner in which Will Ramble was 
brought up: With an Account of Mrs. 
Norris, the Houſe-keeper ; and of Mr, 
Snarl, the Preceptor. 


HE Lofs of ſuch an excellent Wife 

was a great Vexation to Mr. Ram- 
e; and the more ſo, as he now found 
himſelf ſolely inveſted with the Care of 
two young Children. He interred her in 
a very handfome Manner, and took Dame 
Crump, his Wite's Nurſe, into the Houſe, 
to bring up the little one ; to whom he 
gave the Name of Wilkam, at his Wife's 
laſt particular Deſire, it being that of her 
own Father, for whoſe Memory fhe al- 
ways retained a very great Reſpect, 


By the extraordinary Care of the afore- 
ſaid good old Woman, the Nurſe, who 
bore ſuch a ſtrong Affection to Mrs. Ram- 
ble, that the loved the Child as though he 
had been her own, little Will ſoon grew to 
be a fine healthful ſprightly Boy; and 
at the Age of ſeven Years, gave ſevera] 
Indications of having an active Genius; 
but was obſerved, that he generally ap- 
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W plied it to very miſchievous Purpoſes. 
W This Nurſe would often declare, that ſhe 
Vas certain he would make a fine Man; 
though this Notion may ſeem rather to 
proceed from her Fondneſs, in deſiring to 
have him ſuch, than from any particular 
W Obſervations, whereon ſhe could ground 
her Prognoſtication. Indeed, the Manner of 


his Birth was ſoniewhat remarkable: And 


. though it has been obſerved in Hiſtory, 


that Perſons who have made their En- 


trance into the World as. Vill did, have 
generally ſignalized themfelves very par- 
© ticularly therein afterwards ; yet it is 
not to be imagined, that his Nurſe was deep 
enough read, to found her Conjectures up- 
on any ſuch Hiſtorical Relations. 


Will's Mother being deceaſed, and his 
Father having now no Companion at 
Home, nor any Perſon to check or reſtrain 
him in the Purſuit of his Pleaſures, ſo he 
followed them with as much Vigour as. 
ever; excepting that he was not Maſter 
of a Pack ofgFox-hounds of his own: 
However, as he kept a eouple of good 
Hunters, he generally was out every Day 
in the Week, when the Weather permit- 
ted, in the Funds Seaſon, with one or 
other of the Neighbouring Gentlemen. 
C5 When 


( 34) 


When Will was about eight Years old, 
his Father ſent for a Schoolmaſter, who liv- 
ed in the next Market Town, and put the 
Youth under his Care to acquire Learn- 
ing; who for a fixed Stipend, was to at- 
tend on his Pupil three Times a Week, 
to give him Inſtructions. This Preceptor 
of WilPs was a very crabbed, formal, pe- 
dantic old Fellow, who, in his youthful 
Days, had been Servitor at a College ; 
where, by licking the Trenchers, he had ſcra- 
ped up thoſe few Crumbs of Learning that 
he was now Maſter of; and though his 
Stock of Literature was very ſmall, yer 
was he as opinionative, and obſtinate in his 
Tenets, as the moſt dogmatick Philoſo- 
pher, that ever the School of Athens or 
Rome produced. No Wonder then that 
Mill, inſtead of making any Proficien- 
cy under ſuch a Tutor, ſhould take a 
Diſtaſte to Learning. For the abſtruſe 
Method which the old Man had in. Teach- 
ing, together with the Severity of his 
Temper, were Obſtacles ſufficient to blunt 
the brighteſt Genius. Add to which, that 
Will's Father was ſo indiſcreetly fond, as. 
to make him a Partaker in. his rural Diver- 
ſions, as foon as ever the Youth was able 
to ſit on Horſeback : And this Indulgence 
gave Will ſuch. a ſtrong Reliſh for 1 2 
ö ure, 
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ſure, that little elſe could obtain his At · 


y tention. } 


As Mr. Ramble was generally in Com- 


i 

pany Abroad, ſo the Care of his Houſe was 
: left to Mrs. Norris; who, as we ſaid before, 
vas a fort of a Houſekeeper in the Family 
even in her Miſtreſs's Time, and was be- 
come more fully to ſince her Deceaſe. She 
vas a Woman of a pretty good Education, 
being the Daughter of a neighbouring Cu- 
tate; and after her Father's Death, had 
married a Shop-keeper ; who dying, left 


her with three Daughters, the two eldeſt 


Jof which ſhe had placed out in Service, 


and Miſs Dolly, the youngeſt, was permit- 


ted to live along with her in Mr. Ramble's 


Family. 


Though Mrs. Norris was endued wick 
good Senſe, was an excellent Houſewife, and 
notable OEconomiſt ; yet theſe Qualifica- 
tions received great Atoy from a ſort of a 
hot, fiery, maſculine Temper, that ſhe was 
poſſeſſed of, and which ſeldom failed to ſhew 
itſelf on the moſt ſlight Provocations. It 
was under her Fuition that Amelia, Will's 
Siſter, became inſtructed in Reading, and 
Needle-work ; and alſo had acquired a 
pretty Hand at Paſtry and Confectionary. 
As for Writing, ſhe was taught that by 
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Will's Preceptor ; between whom and Mrs. 
Norris, there were continual Bickerings 
about the Manner of educating Children, 
each of 'them being very much prejudiced 
in Favour of their own Method : He was 
for exerciſing Severities on the moſt trivial 
Occaſions ; and ſhe, on the contrary, was 
for bringing Children to a juſt Senſe of 


: 


their F aults by gentle Admonitions. | 


Through the Care of Mr. Suarl, young 
Will was by this Time got into his Acci- 
dence; and though his Advances in Learn- 
ing were but vety ſmall for his Years, yet 
his Progreſs in Unluckineſs was ſufficiently 
great; and he had an excellent Hand at 
putting Tobacco in the Maids Tea-pot, 
ſtrewing Salt among their Sugar, and Cow- 
Itch ii their Beds; with many more ſuch 
arch Tricks, as made all the Servants in 
the Family very apprehenſive of him. 


Mr. Snarl had one Day ſet Will Ramble a 
Task, that was rather too hard for him to do, 
or elſe he was too negligent to take much 
Pains about it. On his Maſter's coming, 
and finding it not performed, he was going to 
proceed immediately to his uſual Diſcipline 
of the Rod. Upon which, Vill pleaded 
very hard againſt being whipped; urging 
IV | | | that 
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that it was the firſt Exerciſe he had been ſet 
of the Kind, and that he did not know 
how to do it. This the Boy roared: 
out ſo loudly, that Mrs. Norris heard 
it; who came into the Room, and violent- 
ly ſcolded at Mr. Snarl for his Severity. 
Whereupon he ſaid to her: Madam, 


1 I muſt deſire you to withdraw, that I 


may perform w Duty without Moleſta- 
tion.“ Duty,“ ſays ſhe; can it be your 
* Duty to correct a Child for a Fault, that 
it was impoſſible he ſhould avoid, unleſs 
« you had furniſhed him with better In- 
ſtructions? No, Sir, if your Duty con- 
« ſiſts ſolely in whipping Boys, with- 
© out diſtinguiſhing their Crimes, I do 
* aſſure you that you ſhall do no ſuch Du- 
* ty here, while I have the Charge of Mr. 
* Ramble's Houſe and Family. I'll ac- 
* quaint him with your cruel Uſage of his 
Child the Minute he comes Home.” 
Theſe laſt Words ſo wrought upon the 
Pedagogue, who was fearful of incurring 
Mr. Ramble's Diſpleaſure, that he agreed 
to let Will go unpuniſhed this Time, up- 
on a hearty Promiſe of taking more Care 
for the future. And he, when his Maſter 
was gone, did not fail to return Mrs. 
Norris a great many Thanks, for ſaving 


him from that Laſhing-bout. This mi- 
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Will's Preceptor ; between whom and Mrs. 
Norris, there were continual Bickerings 
about the Manner of educating Children, 
each of them being very much prejudiced 
in Favour of their own Method : He was 
for exerciſing Severities on the moſt trivial 
Occaſions; and ſhe, on the contrary, was 
for bringing Children to a juſt Senſe of 


| 


their F aults by gentle Admonitions. 


Through the Care of Mr. Snarl, young 
Will was by this Time got into his Acci- 
dence; and though his Advances in Learn- 
ing were but vety ſmall for his Years, yet 
his Progreſs in Unluckinefs was ſufficiently 
great ; and he had an excellent Hand at 
putting Tobacco in the Maids Tea-pot, 
ſtrewing Salt among their Sugar, and Cow- 
Itch im their Beds; with many more ſuch 
arch Tricks, as made all the Servants in 
the Family very apprehenſive of him. 


Mr. Snarl had one Day ſet Will Ramble a 
Task, that was rather too hard for him to do, 
or elſe he was too negligent to take much 
Pains about it. On his Maſter's coming, 
and finding it not performed, he was going to 


proceed immediately to his uſual Diſcipline 


of the Rod. Upon which, Vill pleaded 
very hard againſt being whipped; urging 
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that it was the firſt Exerciſe he had been ſet 
of the Kind, and that he did not know 
how to do it. This the Boy roared 
out ſo loudly, that Mrs. Norris heard 
it; who came into the Room, and violent- 
ly ſcolded at Mr. Szarl for his Severity. 
Whereupon he ſaid to her: Madam, 
© I muſt deſire you to withdraw, that I 
© may perform my Duty without Moleſta- 
tion.“ Duty,“ ſays ſhe ; can it be your 
* Duty to correct a Child for a Fault, that 
it was impoſſible he ſhould avoid, unleſs 
you had furniſhed him with better In- 
« ſtruftions ? No, Sir, if your Duty con- 
« ſiſts ſolely in whipping Boys, with- 
© out diſtinguiſhing their Crimes, I do 
* aſſure you that you ſhall do no ſuch Du- 
* ty here, while I have the Charge of Mr. 
* Ramble's Houſe and Family. Pll ac- 
* quaint him with your cruel Uſage of his 
Child the Minute he comes Home.” 
Theſe laſt Words ſo wrought upon the 
Pedagogue, who was fearful of incurring 
Mr. Ramble's Diſpleaſure, that he agreed 
to let Vill go unpuniſhed this Time, up- 
on a hearty Promiſe of taking more Care 
for the future. And he, when his Maſter 
was gone, did not fail to return Mrs. 
Norris a great many Thanks, for ſaving 


him from that Laſhing- bout. This mi- 


nute 
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nute Circumſtance we have thought pro- 
per to record in our Hiſtory; thereby to 
afford the Reader a ſmall Inſight into the 
different Tempers and Behaviour of the 
Houſe-keeper, and the Preceptor, as we 
ſhall have more Occaſion to ſpeak of them 
hereafter. 


CHAP. No 


( 39 ) 
CHAP. VI. 


Lame farther Account of Mr. Ramble's Fa- 
milly; in which Love begins to make Ap- 
pearance. 


EFORE we proceed any further, 
: it will not be unneceſſary to give 
an Account of Mc. Ramble's Houſhald 5 
as perhaps we ſhall anon have Occaſion to 
peak of ſome Perſonages therein, that have 
not as yet made their Appearance in this 
Hiſtory. The Number of Mr. Ramdle's 
Domeſticks were as follows, viz. Firſt, 
Mrs. Norris, the Houſe-keeper ; ſecondly, 
Betty, the Chamber-maid ; thirdly, Eber, 
the Houſe-maid ; fourthly, Miſs Dolly, 
Mrs. Norris's Daughter, a fort of Ieputy 
Chamber-maid, and Aſſiſtant Houſe- 
keeper ; fifthly, Deborab the Cook; ſixth- 
ly, Mr. Ramble's Footman Ned; ſeventhly, 
old Ebenezer, the Groom; eighthly, Zack, 
the Stable- Boy; and ninthly and laſtly, 
two Saddle Horſes, one Pad, three Grey- 
hounds, two Pointers, one Spaniel, and 
eld Tib, Mrs. Noms favourite Cat. 
Theſe were all the Ahimals, whether ra- 
tional or irrational, that Mr. Ramble kept 
under his Roof z and I choſe 9 
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laſt Species all together in one Article, 
that they might not ſeem to ſtand in Com- 
petition with any of their Fellow-Servants 
in this Hiſtory, whatever they may have 
done in his Efteem. For it is certain 
that he would ſooner have choſen to part 
with any, or perhaps all his Servants, than 
with one of his Horſes; excepting Ebenezer, 
the Groom that attended them, and Mrs. 
Norris, the Houſe-keeper, who had the 
Care of his Children: And it is alſo very 
much to be queſtioned, whether Mrs. Nor- 
ris did not give more Preference to old 
Tib the Cat, than to any other Fellow- 
Servant in the Houſe beſides her own 
Daughter. IE, 


This little Society lived in the greateſt 
Harmony together: And as their Maſter's 
Company ſeldom afforded them any Oppor- 
tunity of endeavouring to rival one ano- 
ther in his Affection; ſo there was no 
Jealouſy of that Kind, which is ſo fre- 
18 to be met with in other Families, 


ubſiſting here. Indeed, when Mr. Ramble 


had Company to dine with him at Home, 
which was very ſeldom, there was a ſort of 
an Emulation between the Cook and the 
Houſe-keeper, who ſhould beſt pleaſe 
him, by regaling the Palates of his "oy 
wit 


permit 
Proport 
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with the Productions of his Kitchen and 
Confectionary. But, even here, Mrs. Nor- 
ris was always pretty ſure of obtaining the 
Victory, as ſhe had the Care of his Cel- 
lars; for the Flavour and Strength of his 
Wine and Ale generally made ſuch a deep 
Impreſſion upon the Intellects of the Com- 


pany, as quite abſorb'd all Ideas or Reliſh 
of what they had eaten. | 


A Scruple may here very poſſibly occur 
to my Reader, which is, how Mr. Ramble 
came to keep ſo many Servants about him, 
after his Wife's Deceaſe, as he knew 
himſelf to be in declining Circumſtances. 
And I muſt once for all acquaint ſuch 
ſcrupulous Reader, that he muſt not ex- 
pect in the Courſe of theſe Volumes, that 
I ſhall pretend to account for every little 
out- of· the- way Particularity,which may ap- 
pear in this Narration, as Tacitus does in 
his Roman Hiſtory; leſt, by ſo doing, 1 
ſhould, like him, produce my own Con- 
jectures, rather than the true Reaſons and 
Motives of ſuch Tranſactions: However, 
I believe myſelf able to account for this Pro- 
ceeding in Mr. Ramble; as I take the Cauſe 
thereof to be his Pride ; which would not 
permit him to diminiſh his Servants in - 
Proportion as his Income decreaſed. He 

was 
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was always a great Lover of ſumptuous 
Houſe-keeping;z and, to ſay the Truth, 
his Family, large as it was, did not 
ſtand him in a quarter of the Money, that 
it would have coſt him to have maintained 
To many Servants in this Metropolis, or 
within thirty Miles round about it: For 
Servants Wages are very low in the North; 
and even Mrs. Norris, the Houſe-keeper, 
had but ſix Pounds a Year Salary: Then 
Proviſions are exceeding cheap, and it 
was theſe two Circumſtances, that enabled 
him to ſupport ſuch a large Houſhold. 


We have before informed the Reader 
of ſeveral of Mrs. Norris's Accompliſh- 
any Thing Wi 


ments, but omitted to ſa 
of her Perſon ; which had been reckoned 
handſome in her younger Days, and even 


now ſhe was what might be called a comely iſ 


Woman. She had a very agrocable Aſpect 


when ſhe ſmiled ; but when ſhe cloathed het 
Brow with a Frown, it ſtruct Terror and 
Dread in the Beholders. Her Stature was 
of the largeſt Size; her Temper pretty 
much addicted to the irraſcible; and her 
Port, when ſhe was any ways ruffled, very 
maſculine, As ſhe was a great OEcono- 
miſt, an excellent Houſewiſe, and very 
thrifty ; fo ſhe was reckoned to have ſaved 

Money 


nore t 
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oney in her Service, befides what ſhe 


tuous 

ruth, Nas poſſeſſed of at her Huſband's De- 
| not Wealc. | 

that | 
ained The Influence of this Money, together 


is, of ich the perſonal Charms, which we have 
Fot Waiſt deſcribed, obtained her ſeveral Lovers; 
ſorth; Mut having met with a very good Huſband, 
eeper, t the firſt Venture, ſhe had too much 
Then Nenſe to run the Riſque of a Second, leſt 
nd it is Faults ſhould more than over-ballance 


\abled ll the former's good Qualities. Neither 
4. Would ſhe entertain any great Notion of a 
Man's Love for a Woman of her Years, 
> eader at had three Children; though, perhaps, 
wpliſh- Nhe might be as vain of her Perſon as any 
Thing cher of her Sex and Age. In a Word, 
koned Ms {he ſaw no View of bettering her preſent 
d even ircumſtances, by a Match with any of 
-omely oſe Suitors that addreſs'd her, ſo ſhe kept 
Aſpect hem all off at Arm's Length. 
ied het 4 | 
or and Mr. Sarl, the Schoolmaſter, who was 
ire wa Batchelor, had often eyed her with more 
pretty han a Month's Mind both to her Gold 
ad ber Ind her Perſon; and would really have 
1, very Ndged himſelf very happy in acquiring the 
Fcono-oſſeſſion of either; but then he had no 
d very eliſn for her Spirit, which he thought 
e ſaved {Wore than ſufficient for one of her Sex ; 


Money And 
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And it was the Dread of this Spirit, wha 
rais'd by Anger, that kept all the Servant 
in awe of her, and prevented Mr. Sl 
from opening his Mind; though he half 
come to the Houſe ſeveral Times with if 
full Reſolution of taking an Opportunity 
to make Love to her. However, he ven. 
tered at laſt to declare his Paſſion ; but the 
Manner and Succeſs muſt be the Subje&i 
of another Chapter, as they would extend 
this to too great a Length. | 


CHAP, 
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it, when : 
ONO f „HAF. VII. 
Vge g be firſt Conſequences of Love entering in 


with q 


Mr. Ramble's Family. 


8 r happened one Afternoon, when Mr. 
** the Harl came to the Houſe to teach, and 
Subjeg Wis Pupil was gone to take a Ride with his 


extend 
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Father, that he had the Fortune to find 
Hielia and Mrs. Norris at Tea together; 
nd the latter was, at that Time, in ſuch an 
rceeding good Humour, as to deſire him 
Jo ſit down and partake of their Refreſh- 
1ent. He very readily accepted of the 
roffer ; and as a round Chat generally 
accompanies this ſort of Entertainment, 
and that the Smallneſs of the Company, 
and the Retiredneſs in which the Family 
lived, did not afford much Room for 
Scandal, ſo the Diſcourſe turned on the 
Advantages and Diſadvantages of a ſingle 
Lite. Mrs. Norris profeſſed much Aſto- 
niſhment, though perhaps a little ſarcaſti- 
cal, at Mr. Snari's living io long a Batchelor; 
for to ſay the Truth, he was now upwards 
of Fifty: Asking him withal, in a very 
free Manner; whether he had never en- 
* tertained any Thoughts of changing his 
Condition?“ Although ſhe had no 22 * 

* my; | 2 * 


for propoſing ſuch a Queſtion to our Pre. 
ceptor, beſides a Curioſity that is naturally Wil 
inherent in the Female Sex, and which 1M 
ſometimes apt to pique itſelf a little im. 
properly; yet Mr. Snarl, who had ever 
entertained a very good Opinion of hi 
own Perſon, immediately conceived that Wi 
ſhe had ſame Deſign in this Interrogation; 
and accordingly anſwered, © That he never 


© had abandoned all Thoughts of entering poff 
into the State of Matrimony, but was the! 
not as yet happy enough to meet with it f 
the Woman on whom he could fix his fhon: 
Affection. Tou mult needs be exceed- Wa 
ing difficult then in your Choice, Sir, 1 vent 
imagine, replied Mrs. Norris. Not that that 
Madam, ſays he, I am rather afraid 1 othe 
have often been too backward in my has 
« Addrefies to the Fair Sex, which may For 
have very much contributed to the Pro- dein 
< craſtination,. of my Felicity.“ Here the Ses 
Converſation was interrupted by a Servant 7 
entering the Room, to acquamt Amelia, yer. 
that a young Lady in the Neighbourhood for 
was come to fee her; when, upon her with- Pre) 
drawing to entertain her Viſitor, Mrs. Nor- =y 
ris went on thus: Certainly, Mr. Szarl, Mo 
there is a natural Modeſty in our Sex, Jr 


to which your's ought to pay the ſtricteſt 
* Regard; and for which the Men ſhould 
make 
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r Pro. wake great Allowance, as it prevents a 
turally WF Woman's appearing too forward in ſuch 
hich i Caſes, however well ſhe may like her 
je im. Lover: And, indeed, we generally en- 
| eve tertain but a very indifferent Opinion of 


of hu that Man, who profeſſes any Eſteem for 


| that us, and yet has not Courage enough to 
ation; make the firſt Overtures.“ Whatever 
"Haves Fortitude," replied Mr. Snarl, we may be 
terine Ml fefſed with, yet, when a Woman is in 
it wa the Cafe, I believe that moſt of us find 
r with it ſubdued by ſome inward Apprehen- 
6x his bons, to which we ſeldom or never give 
wceed. RE Way at other Times; and which pre- 
Sir, I vents us from exprefling ourſelves with 
t that that Energy and Vigour, as we uſe on 
raid other Occaſions. This indeed, Madam, 


has been hy unhappy Cale too long: 


n m way oe 4 | 
J For ever ſince the firſt Moment of my 


1 may bei . 
7 eing acqainted with. you, have I enter- 
8 tained the greateſt Love and Efteem for 
a your Perſon and Accompliſhments. ; 
make. yet whatever Torture J have endured 
hood for your Sake, it has been all the while 
with. preying, like the Promethean Vulture, on 
N my Vitals, without my daring, till this 
Snarl, Moment, to make you in the leaſt ac- 
- Sex, Auainted with my Miſery.“ Whether 


N rs. Norris had ever received Intima- 
ion of Mr. Snarl's Paſſion for her, by 


any 


ricteſt 
hould 
make 
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any outward Geſtures, ſuch as Glance 
Leers, Ogles, Sc. and therefore had en- 
tered into this Manner of Diſcourle, pur. 
poſely to ſift to the Bottom of it, is im. 
poſſible for us to declare, as we lie under 
a great Uncertainty in this Point. But, 
however, ſhe ſeemed very much aſtoniſh. 
ed at his pathetic Declaration, and told 
him, That ſhe was at a Loſs to knoy 
< what he meant, by expreſſing himſelf to 
her in ſuch an unbecoming Manner; 
who, ſince the Loſs of her dear Huſband, 
had never given any of his Sex the leaſt 
Encouragement in their Addreſſes to 
her. That his Memory was too pre- 
cious ever to be forgotten, eſpecial- 
ly while her Babes were living, who 
would never find ſuch a tender Father in 
any other Man: And ſhe defied the 
whole World to ſay, that ſhe had ever 
any Thoughts of wronging ber Chil- 
dren, or had given the leaſt Room, by her 
Behaviour, for Lovers to have any Ex- 
pectations from her: But, perhaps had 
ſhe ſo done, ſhe might have had as ma- 
ny Advances made her as ſome other 
Widows, that ſhe could name; although 
they were reckoned younger than herſelt. 
That ſhe was ſurprized People could 
not now-a-days enter into an indiffe- 

rent 
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rent Diſcourſe with any one, without their 
taking Liberties upon it; which ſhe 


« thought a great Piece of Unpoliteneſs, 
their Breeding.” She ran 
on with much more to the fame Pur- 
poſe; but as this Specimen is ſufficient 
to ſhew the Volubility of Speech ſhe was 


Miſtreſs of, we chuſe to omit the reſt. 


The poor Pedagogue ſat all the while 
with his Mouth wide open, like one Thun- 
der- ſtruck ; *till Mrs. Norris riſing, rang 
the Bell for the Maid to take away the 
Tea Things, and immediately flung out 
of the Room in a violent Paſſion, leaving 
the Schoolmaſter to his own private Medi- 
tations upon the Matter. 


Our Readers may think, perhaps, that 
Mr. Szarl's Declaration was not ſo very 
abrupt or unmannerly, as to require Mrs. 
Norris's putting herſelf in ſuch a great 
Ferment ; but they muſt withal conſider, 
that ſhe was naturally of a hot Temper, 
and not without a conſiderable Share of 
Pride, which laſt occaſioned her, (in the 
Phraſe of the World to know how to va- 
lue herſelf. And as Mr. Snarl's Perſon, no 
more than his Temper, had not any Thing 
in it very engaging, ſo his Fortune was les 

Yor. I. D enticing 
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enticing; for to ſay the Truth, he was ve- 
poor, although he always endeavoured 
to put the beſt Side outwards. Therefore 
his Perſon, his Temper, his Age, and his 
Poverty, put all together, had excited in 
the old Houſe-keeper ſuch a contemp- 
tible Idea of him, as flung her beyond all 
Bounds of Decorum, on hearing his Pre- 
tenſions to a Woman of her Birth, and fo 
much his Superior both in Reputation and 
Riches. For though, as we have ſaid be- 
fore, her Huſband was but a Tradeſman; 
yet ſhe being a Parſon's Daughter, this, 
together with her Station and Authority 
in Mr. Ramble's Family, gave her ſuch a 
Title to the being ſtiled a Gentlewoman, 
as was impoſſible tor her to relinquiſh, or 
forget upon any Occaſion ; eſpecially on 
this, wherein ſhe was perſonally ſo much 
cerned. 


Mr. Snarl had not long been left to 
muſe by himſelf on the foregoing Scene, 
which had really given him much Anxiety, 
before the Houſemaid entered with a 
Beeſom in her Hand, acqainting him that 
her Miſtreſs had ſent her to ſweep out the 
Room. Upon this the Preceptor, quite 
aſtoniſhed at ſuch Treatment, enquired of 


ker if Maſter Billy was returned : To 
which 
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which ſhe anſwered, that ſhe did not ex- 
pect him till Supper- time. Upon this Mr. 
Snarl being very much confounded, im- 
mediately took his Leave; though not 
without muttering to himſelf ſome hearty 
Execrations againſt Mrs. Norris, for put- 
ting ſuch an Affront on one of his Pro- 
feſſion : But as theſe were unheard, '1{6' 
they were unregarded ; and ſhe remained 
very well pleaſed with the Method that ſhe 
had taken, of letting him know that her 
Anger was not abated by her Abſence. 


Fd 
i 4 


. 
CH AP. VIII. 


Containing another Love Scene in My. Ram- 
ble's Family, attended with more dange- 
rous Conſequences than the former. 


TH E abrupt Rebuff that Mr. Snarl 


met with” in making Love to Mrs. 
Norris, as related in our laſt Chapter, cured 
tum from ever more attempting it again : 
And as Time diminiſhed her Anger to him 
on that Account, ſo they proceeded to 
exerciſe their ſeveral Functions with great 
outward Indifference, though not without 
ſome inward Contempt of each other. 
However, as the Paſſion of Love in him, 
and that of Hatred in her, gradually ſub- 
ſided, their frequently ſeeing each other, 
brought them at length to converſe toge- 


ther very peaceably. 


Though Mrs. Norris, at her Years, 
could be no Beauty, yet ſhe carried the 
Relicks of a good Face; and as we ſaid 
before, had a very comely Perſonage. 
Theſe were not only ſufficient to inſpire a 
Flame in Mr. Szar/'s Breaſt ; but allo ex- 
tended their Influence by exciting Love in 


the Bolom of another Perſon, who has 
been 


on, 
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been once already mentioned in our Hiſ- 
tory, namely, old Ebenezer Doughty ; and 
though we have before only ſtiled him 
Groom to Mr. Ramble, and characterized 

him in our 6th Chapter, as being a great 


Favourite of his Maſter's; yet in reality 


he ſerved him both in the Capacity of his 
Gentleman of the Horſe, and Equerry. In 
the former Station, he had the entire Di- 
rection of every Thing relating to Mr. 
Ramble's Stables, and Dominion over all 
the Underlings that officiated therein ; 
and in the latter Poſt, he always held his 
Maſter's Stirrup whenever he mounted on 


HFHorſeback, and conſtantly attended him 


Abroad: As for Dreſſing, Watering, and 
Feeding the Horſes, with the other Em- 
ployments of a Groom, they were gene- 
rally performed by Jact, the Stable-Boy, 
under his Superintendance. 


Ebenezer had been a ſprightly Man for- 


merly, and was reputed to have been given 


to Women in his youthful Days; but ha- 
ving been croſſed in Love, by his Sweet- 


heart marrying another, it entirely con- 


verted his Paſſion for the Fair Sex, into one 


that 1 of a much longer Durati- 
nd differs from the other in two Re- 
ſpects; namely, that it increaſes with Vears, 
D 3 | and 
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and that even Age itſelf is no very mate- 
rial Obſtacle to its Gratification. The 
Reader will eaſily apprehend that we 


mean the Love of Money: And this, in- 


deed, from the Time of the above-men- 
tioned Incident, of being croſſed in his A- 
mours, had taken ſuch a violent Poſſeſſion 
of Ebenezer's Heart, and met with ſo much 
Indulgence therein, that there were few 


Methods within his Sphere of Action which 


he did not put in Practice, in order to ſa- 
tisfy thoſe ardent Deſires that were exci- 
ted in him by Avarice, 


A As he had been many Years a Servant 
to Mr. Ramble, and his Maſter was very 
careleſs in all manner of OEconomy, it 
gave Ebenezer the fairer Opportunity of 
making up a good Purſe out of thoſe 
Crumbs that he gathered from the other's 
Neglect, Profuſeneſs, and Extravagance. 
He had long borne a ſecret Affection to Mrs, 
Norris, which he took every Occaſion to 
make her ſenſible of; ſuch as taking a par- 
ticular Care to ſee the one-ey'd Grey Mare, 
that ſhe g-nerally rode upon, well- fed, dreſs- 
ed and litter'd; he was always wery punctual 
in placing on her Side- Saddle with his own 
Hands, and conſtantly attended on her at 
the Time of her mounting on Horſeback 
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to ſee her ſafe ſeated; with ſeveral other 
little incidental Civilities, which muſt have 
been perceptible to her, though ſhe had 
been naturally as well as obſtinately blind. 
To ſay the Truth, theſe Teſtimonies of 
Affection were too obvious not to be diſ- 
cerned by her; but then this Diſcern- 
ment was ſo hood-winked by Pride, that 
it prevented her diſcovering the true Mo- 
tive of all Ehenezer's Kindneſſes; which as 
ſhe attributed them to ariſe from a due 
Regard paid to her ſuperior Influence in 
the Family, ſo ſhe condeſcended to make 
all the ſuitable Returns thereto, that her 
Station admitted of. By this Intercourſe 
of Civilities, Ebenezer and ſhe lived in 
the greateſt Harmony together, as they 
were the oldeſt Servants in the Family, 
and the chiefeſt in their Maſter's Favour, 
which gave them great Superiority over 
the reſt in their ſeveral Offices; add to 
which, that they knew each other to be 
worth a pretty deal of Money. 


Though Mrs. Norris's Pride hindered 
her from taking any Notice of Ebenezer's 
Affection; yet the officious Kindneſſes we 
before rehearſed, betrayed it to the other 
Servants, who could not help diſcourfing 
of it among themſelves. That Love and a 

D 4 Cough 
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and that even Age itſelf is no very mate- 
rial Obſtacle to its Gratification. The 


Reader will eaſily apprehend that we 


mean the Love of Money : And this, in- 
deed, from the Time of the above- men- 
tioned Incident, of being croſſed in his A- 
mours, had taken ſuch a violent Poſſeſſion 
of Ebenezer's Heart, and met with ſo much 
Indulgence therein, that there were few 


Methods within his Sphere of Action which 


he did not put in Practice, in order to ſa- 
tisfy thoſe ardent Deſires that were exci- 
ted in him by Avarice. 


A As he had been many Years a Servant 
to Mr. Ramble, and his Maſter was very 
careleſs in all manner of OEconomy, it 
gave Ebenezer the fairer Opportunity of 
making up a good Purſe out of thoſe 
Crumbs that he gathered from the other's 
Neglect, Profuſeneſs, and Extravagance. 
He had long borne a ſecret Affection to Mrs. 
Norris, which he took every Occaſion to 
make her ſenſible of; ſuch as taking a par- 
ticular Care to ſee the one-ey*'d Grey Mare, 
that ſhe generally rode upon, well- fed, dreſs- 
ed and litter'd; he was always wery punctual 
in placing on her Side- Saddle with his own 
Hands, and conſtantly attended on her at 
the Time of her mounting on Horſeback 
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to ſee her ſafe ſeated; with ſeveral other 
little incidental Civilities, which muſt have 
been perceptible to her, though ſhe had 
been naturally as well as obſtinately blind. 
To ſay the Truth, theſe Teſtimonies of 
Affection were too obvious not to be diſ- 
cerned by her; but then this Diſcern- 
ment was ſo hood-winked by Pride, that 
it prevented her diſcovering the true Mo- 
tive of all ZZenezer's Kindneſſes; which as 
ſhe attributed them to ariſe from a due 
Regard paid to her ſuperior Influence in 
the Family, ſo ſhe condeſcended to make 
all the ſuitable Returns thereto, that her 
Station admitted of. By this Intercourſe 
of Civilities, Ebenezer and ſhe lived in 
the greateſt Harmony together, as they 
were the oldeſt Servants in the Family, 
and the chiefeſt in their Maſter's Favour, 
which gave them great Superiority over 
the reſt in their ſeveral Offices; add to 
which, that they knew each other to be 
worth a pretty deal of Money. 


Though Mrs. Norris's Pride hindered 
her from taking any Notice of Ebenezer's 
Affection; yet the officious Kindneſſes we 
before rehearſed, betrayed it to the other 
Servants, who could not help diſcourſing 
of it among themſelves. That Love and a 
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'Cougt canrot be hid, has been a Saying ever 
fince the Days of Antiphanes, the Greek 
Comic Poet, and is now grown into a Pro- 
verb. But Ovid, who is well known to 
have been a thorough Maſter both in the 
Theory, as well as in the practical Art of 
Love, compares it mare juſtly to a Fire, 
of which he ſays (in his * from 
Medea to Jaſon.) 


. AQAuis enim bene celat amorem ? 
Eminet indicio Nu Flamma ſuo. 


Which for the Benefit of my Eng! 
Readers, I ſhall turn thus: 


The Fire of Love who is it e er conceal d! 
By its -own Flame moſt ſure to be reveal d. 


And again, 
— — Auis enim celaverit Tenem ? 
Lumine qui ſemper proditur ipſe ſuo. 
Apud eund. Par. ad Helen, 


This was fully verified in old - Ebenezer, 
who notwithſtanding -all his Attempts to 
ſmother his Paſſion, found it too vehement 
to be ſuppreſſed; ſo that he was: obliged 
at laſt to divulge it to Mrs. Norris herſelt, 
who treated him on this e in mn 

che 


9 
he fame Manner, as the had done Mr. 


in the ble's Houſe-keeper, would not admit her 
Art of to countenance any Addreſſes from a Man 
Fire, in Ebenezer's Station; nor ſuffer her to 
from entertain the leaſt Thought of taking a 

Groom for her Second Hufband. Eu 


g ever 
Greek Sarl. For though Ebenezer had by much 
2 Pro- the Advantage of the former, in Point of 
»n to Fortune, yet the Haughtineſs of Mr. Ram- 
f 


To The unfortunate Lover took her Denial 
of him very much to Heart ; and conti- 
nued Melancholy and Drooping for ſome 

Engliſo Time, without any one, excepting Mrs. Nor- 
ris being able to conjecture the true Caufe, 
which if ſhe knew, ſhe really flighted; for 

ceal d? her Pride was too obdurate to be work'd 

heal d. upon by Humility. The reſt of the Ser- 
| vants, though they judged Ebenezer to have 
a great Inclination for Mrs. Norris or even 

? to be in Love with her; yet they could not 

imagine that Love could riſe to ſuch a 

Helen. Height, in a Man of his Years, as to oc- 
caſion him to droop as they had ſeen him 

dene zer, ¶ do lately : And for the real Cauſe, viz. 

pts to Mrs. Norris rejecting him, they knew no- 
hement thing of the Matter, and conſequently ne- 
obliged ver once dreamt thereof. However, in- 
herſelt, BF deed, it was generally thought in tlie Neigh- 
much bourhood, as well as in the Family, that 
the D 5 Ebenezer 


Way for ſome Time; when one Morning 


. Mr. Rambles Houſe. 
this Lane, in order to return Home; in 


both himſelf and the Horſe from thence 
into the Water, 
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Ebenezer and the Houſe- keeper : would 
make a good Match together; as they had iſ 
lived fo long Fellow-Servants, were worth Ml 
Money, and, withal, were both of them if 
well known to have a very particular Af. 
tection for it. | 3 


Ebenezer continued in his melancholy 


riſing very early, before either his Maſter 
or,any of the Family were ſtirring, he fad- 
dled Mr. Rambles beſt Nag, and rode out. 
After riding two or three Miles, ſo very 
much diſturbed in his Mind, that he neither 
knew whither he was going, or which way 
he went, (but leaving both to the Direc- 
tion of his Horſe) he found himſelf at 
the End of a back Lane, that led to 
He rode down 


which at about half a Mile diſtant from 
the Houſe, was a large Pond, where they 
generally uſed to water the Horſes. On 
coming to this Place, ſome ſudden 
Thought ſtruck into his Head; when 
fpurring his Horſe, he rode full Gallop up 
the Bank, on that Side where he knew the 
Pond to be deepeſt, and inſtantly plunged 


As 
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would MW 


As it was impoſſible for the beft Horfe- 
ey had man to keep his Seat in a Leap from ſuch 
2 worth a Precipice, ſo it could not be expected 
f them WW that Ebenezer ſhould ; he fell out of his 


lar Af. Saddle, and inſtantly ſunk under Water. 
W The Horſe ſwam to Shore, and being 
uſed to the Road, directly gallopped 
ncholy WWF Home. ? 
Lorning | 0 | 
Maſter Here Ebenezer muſt have put a Period 
he fad- WW to his Days, had it not been for a Country- 
de out, man, that was at Work in the next Field, 
o very making a Drain from thence into the 
neither Pond; who hearing a Horſe come full 
ch way WW gallop, it excited his Curioſity to lift up 
Direc- his Head, and looking over the Hedge, he 
felf at i ſaw both Man and Beaſt jump into the 
led to Water. | | 
down | 
me; in As he could not imagine any one mad e- 
nt. from nough to take ſuch a Leap wilfully, there- 
re they fore thinking that the Horſe had run a- 
s. On way with his Rider, he inſtantly throwed 
ſudden WW himſelf over the Hedge, and came to the 
when Side of the Pond, juſt as Ebenezer had 
llop up IM roſe the third Time — the Bottom, and 
new the was going to make his laſt Deſcent; when, 
lunged being a very good Swimmer, he directly 
thence (| leaped in, and catching hold of his 
Cloaths with one Hand, with- the other 
| | D 6 ſwam 
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ſwam with kim to Shore; to which 73. 
nezer, in his Struggling or Plunging, had 
approached ſome Yards nearer than wal 
tte Place where he firſt reached the Wa. 

ter; otherwiſe it is very probable, tha 
his kind Aſſiſtant would not have been 


able to have gotqhim out. 


A Farmer coming by on Horſeback | 


and ſeeing one Man wet, and almoft- faint. 
ing, dragging another out of the Wa. 
ter, directly quitted his Horſe, and ran 
to help him. Theſe two ſoon got the 
Body upon dry Land; but it being 
motionleſs, and not any Signs of Life 
appearing therein, they were at a 
JLoſs what to do farther. However, as 
both of them knew it to be Mr. .Rambl!'s 
Groom, they, with ſome Difficulty, laid 
aim :acroſs the Horſe ; when the Farmer 
getting up, and the other walking by the 
Side, and helping to hold him on, they 
proceeded with Ebenexer towards the Houſe. 


CHAP. 


7 
1 Eb. 
g, had 
m wail 
e Wa- 
e, that 
> bean 


ſeback, 
faint 
e Wa 
nd ran 
"Ot the 
being 
Ff Life 
1 
ver, as 
amble's 
y, laid 
Farmer 
by the 
n, they 
Houſe. 


HAP 


( 61 
c HAP. IX. 


Containing ſome farther Occurrences in Mr. 
'Ramble's Family. 


HE Farmer and Man had not gone 
far, in the Manner we have deſcribed 
in the laſt Chapter, before they met Mr. 
Ramble on Horſeback, followed at a Diſ- 


. tance by his Son Will, his Footman Ned, 


and Fack the Stable-boy, on Foot; toge- 
ther with Deborah the Cook, and Efther the 
Houſemaid crawling after : The -Fatneſs 
of the former, and natural Slowneſs of the 
latter, preventing them from keeping Pace 
with the others. The whole Family had 
been exceſſively alarmed by the Horſe's Re- 
turn without his Rider : For the Beaſt hap- 
pening to find the outer Gate open, directly 
made his Way acroſs the Court-yard to the 
Stable Door; where he had not ſtood long, 
before he was perceived by the Boy, who 
preſently ran in Doors, and acquainted 
them that Ebenezer had rode out that 
Morning, and that the Horſe he went up- 
on was returned Home all over wet, even 
up to his very Head- ſtall, and without a- 
ny Rider. . | 

| This 
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This Report of Jack's was firſt made 
to the Footman, who inſtantly flew with 
it to his Maſter, juſt then getting out of 
Bed. He immediately conjectured, as the 
Countryman had done, that the Horſe had 
run away with his Rider, and had fallen 
with him into ſome Pond, or deep Ditch, 
But on ſlipping on his Cloaths, and ſeeing 
what a wet Condition the Horſe was in, 
he directly judged, that as there was no 
Water near the Houſe of a ſufficient 
Depth for the Horſe to plunge into, ſo as to 
be over Head and Ears, it muſt be the Wa- 
tering-pond wherein he and his Rider had 
fallen. Therefore inſtantly mounting, and 
ordering the others, that were now aſſem- 
bled round the Horfe, to run thither as 
faſt as they could, he ſet out on a round 
Gallop, and preſently came up with the 
Men, that were conducting Ebenezer's Body 


 homeward. 


The News that the Horſe had run 
away with Ebenezer, and had drowned him, 
ſpread throughout the Houſe in an In- 


Rant; and out ruſhed the Cook, and the 
. Houſemaid, to follow the others as faſt as 


their tardy Steps would admit, in order to 


ſee the Event of this Accident, Burt the 


two latter had not proceeded much above 
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an hundred Yards from the great Gates, 
before they met all the Company return- 
ing home with Ebenezer's Body acrofs the 
Horſe: The Sight of which drew Tears 
from Mrs. Deborah, neither could Efther 
forbear accompanying them with ſome of 
hers; though rather out of an affected 
Complaiſance to the Tenderneſs of her 
Sex than from any Eſteem that ſhe had 
for the Perfon of Ebenezer: But it has 
been often oblerved, that one Woman's 
Tears will preſently excite another's, on al- 
moſt any Occaſion. No ſooner was the 
Body brought into the Court-yard, than 
the whole Family aſſembled round it; and 
every Perſon, excepting Mr. Ramble him- 
ſelf, and Mrs. Norris the Houſekeeper, 
offered their Tribute of Tears; but, as 
for thoſe two, the Sorrow of the one, fi 
the Pride of the other, was too great to 
admit of their paying any ſuch * 
ledgment to Ebenezer. | | 


Mr. Ramble having obſerved, that the 
Motion of the Horſe had cauſed a great 
deal of Water to pour forth out of Eþe- 
nezer's Mouth; very judiciouſly ordered 
the Farmer to ride three or four Times 
round the Court-yard, upon a gentle Trot 
with the Body before him, This Had | 
uch 
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ſueh a good Effect, in making Ebenezer 
-diſcharge more Water, that they pre- 
ſently began to perceive ſome Signs of 
Life in him: Whereupon he was imme- 
diately put into a warm Bed, and the 
Apothecary, or Doctor as he is generally 


ſtiled by Curteſy in the Country, was ſent 
for to aſſiſt him. 


By the Help of the aforeſaid Apotbecary, 
alias Doctor, Ebenezer was brought to him- 
ſelf, and recovered his Speech in a few 
Hours: But having been ſenſeleſs for ſo 
long a Time before, he at firſt neither 
knew where he was, nor who were the 
Perſons attending; till, by Degrees, re- 
collecting ſome former Circumſtances, he 
began to utter Prayers and Ejaculatiens 
with a very audible Voice; and, upon 
eoming a little more to himſelf, he deſired 
that Mr. Eaton, the Rector, might be ſent 
for. Upon his Arrival, he declared to him 
the true Circumſtances of the whole Af. 
fair; and that his being in the Water 
was. not owing to the Horſe's running 
away with him, as had been imagined, 
but was a voluntary Act of his own: He 
having ſet the Horſe on a full Gallop, as 


Hoon as ever he came within Sight of the 


Pond, on n to leap him into the 
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benezer I deepeſt Part; that thereby he might put 
pre- an End to a Life, which he ſaid was too 
zus of miſerable for him to bear. 
imme- | 
d the The Rector, who had been informed 
1erally by the Servant that went to fetch him, 
as ſent Wi how Ebenezer had narrowly eſcaped 

being drowned by his Maſter's beſt Horſe 

running away with him, imagined no 
hecary, other than that he wanted to return 
» him- Thanks for his Preſervation; and there- 
a few MW tore was extremely ſurprized, and ſhocked 
for ſo Nat tlie above Declaration, that the Groom 
neither made to him. But much more was the 
re the Clergyman aſtoniſhed, when, upon En- 
es, re- quiry into the Motive of this deſperate 
es, he Action, Ebenezer acquainted him that it 
lations MW proceeded from his being lighted by Mrs. 
upon Norris; on whom he had, for a conſider- 
deſired i able Time before, entirely ſettled his Af- 
be ſent fection: Adding, withal, that he was cer- 
to him tain he could not long ſurvive, unleſs ſhe 
dle Af · ¶ condeſcended to give Eaſe to his Heart. 
Water | | 
unning Mr. Eaton blamed him very much, both 
1gined, for the impious Raſhneſs of the Action, 
n: He and alſo for the laſt Speech that he had 
lop, as uttered; adviſing him to beg Forgiveneſs 
of the for the former, and Strength to reſiſt: the 
to the Devil, that prompted him to the Thoughts 
deepelt of 
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Mind, flung him into a Fever. But wha 
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of the latter. Alſo repreſenting to hin 
how filly and ſcandalous ſuch a Proceed 
ing muſt appear, in a Man of his Year 
to the Eyes of the whole World, were 


inter 
hom 
d er 


ake h 


It We 
pport 
ut ne 
eeper 
e Gro 
or the 
, perſu 
ould 3 
hat af! 


Truth; which, he ſaid, it was a Shame 
they ſhould be informed of: And there, 
fore he promiſed him to conceal it from 
every Body, upon Condition that he him- 
ſelf would not acquaint any other Perſo 
therewith. 


This Injunction Ebenezer engaged tt 
perform; and by the Apothecary's Af 


ſiſtance, and the Parſon's Advice, he ſooifſbng as 
recovered ſo well, both in his Body anWhbliged 
Senſes, that Mr. Eaton verily adjudge pon t 


him to be, as he expreſſed it, Mens ſana i 
Corpore ſono, that is, Lhoroughly ſound 
both in Body and Mind, 


The Method that Ebenezer had taken tt 
cure himſelf of his Love-Fit, togethe 
with the Anxiety which continued on hi 


elapſe 
lviſed 
ake | 
ther J 
ad litt 


The 
doſed t 
contributed more to his Recovery anFractice 
Eaſe, than any of the Doctor's Potionshe wh. 
was the Encouragement that Mr. Eaer to e 
ton, the Rector, had given him; whWhority 


promiſed, upon the regaining his Healtionſent 
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to hin intercede for him with Mrs. Norris (with 
roceedi hom Mr. Eaton was a great Favourite) 
Lear had endeavour to prevail with her to 
d, verWhake him happy. 


th the 


Shame It was ſometime before he could find an 


d thereWpportunity to perform his Engagement: 
it fronWut neither his acquainting the Houſe- 
he him eeper that ſhe had been the Occaſion of 
- PerloWic Groom's attempting to drown himſelf, 


or the utmoſt Entreaties that he could uſe, 
o perſuade her to comply with his Wiſhes, 


iged ould prevail over her Obdurateneſs: So 
y's AlWhat after keeping Ebenezer in ſuſpenſe, as 
he ſooofffiong as poſſibly he could, Mr. Eaton was 
ody anQbliged, at laſt, to reveal the Truth to him. 
djudgaWpon this, finding that he began again to 
s ſana Wclaple into his old melancholic Way; he 


J ſoundF{dviſed him to cheer up and endeavour to 

ake himſelf eaſy, *till he had tried one 
ther Project in his Behalf, of which he 

taken i ad little Reaſon to doubt the Succeſs, 


togethe 
d on hi 
ut wha 
ery An 


Potions 
Mr. Ea 
N; wh 


Health 


The Experiment that Mr. Eaton pro» 
poſed to eſſay, and which he really put in 
rractice ſoon after, was communicating 
he whole Affair to Mr. Ramble, in or- 
ler to engage him to make uſe of his Au- 
hority with Mrs. Norris, to bring her to 
onſent to the Match: But even this * 

EH 4 


U 
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ſo far from having Succefs, that, on 
contrary, it rather ſerved to thwart alli 


ture Endeavours towards making t 
Thing practicable. For Mr. Ramble bei 


ſeated over a Bottle, diſcourling on ti 5 
common Topic of Horſes and Dog pu 
with ſome of his Companions ; one . 
them cenſured him very much for ſuf {4M 
ing ſuch an old Man, as Ebenezer, to fi Hu rel 
his beſt. Horſe, when he was paſt managing} fr 


him: Saying, „That he had been right 
„ ſerved had Horſe and Man too be 
„ drowned; which he doubted not wou 
« be the Caſe ſome Time or other, if! 
« let that old Fellow continue to ri 
„ him.” In Aniwer to this, Mr. Ra 
aſſured him, that Ezenezer was till ; 
good a Horſeman as moſt in the Countr 
which he offered to lay a Wager of; 
being pretty much in his Cups, told ti 
other, That he knew nothing of ü 
«© Matter how either his Horſe or Groot 
„ came into the Water.“ His Comp 
nion perſiſting in his Opinion, and with 
reflecting on Mr. Ramble for his Obi 
nacy, the latter immediately revealed ti 
Truth of the whole Affair. This ti 
Reader may depend on was ſo far fro 
remaining a Secret, that it ſoon ſpread n 
only over the whole Pariſh, but ev: 
througho 


( 69) 
oughout all that Part of the County ; and 


„ ON ed ſuch an Alarm in Mr. Ramble's own 

art all mily, that both Ebenezer and Mrs. Norris 

_ ame the Jeſt of every one therein, and 
e bei 


> of the whole Neighbourhood. This, 
ſequently, rendered them very uneaſy, 

made both determine to leave the Fa- 
Wy, by giving Mr. Ramble Warning; 
t an Accident that happened, which we 
all relate in the next Chapter, prevented 
em from following their Reſolutions, 
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CHAP. X. 


Containing Scenes of Altercation of wvarin 
Kinds: The Humours of a pragmatic, 
Barber-Surgeon, and other Matters. 


E acquainted our Reader in th | 
laſt Chapter, that Mrs. NVorri 


lighting the Groom, and his Deſpi they 
thereupon, had rendered them the ButyWcatm 
of the whole Houſe; the Servants laugꝗ ted t 
ing privately at her Pride, and jeering92ginz 


him openly upon his Attempt to drowWne ol 
himſelt. As neither of them could vd affo 
bear this Treatment, ſo there was no othaWmpari 
way of avoiding it than by quitting th er, Mi 
Places; which Ebenezer had Thoughts Menezer 
bidding Adieu to, in ſome ſuch Manner nſes: 
he had once before attempted. But te othe 
Watchfulneſs of the good Rector, together his 
with his pious and indefatigable Doculls Min 
ments, prevailed over Ebenezer's wick havion 
Inclinations : Who contented himſelf witWling th 
acquainting his Maſter, that as he wi 

not able to bear the Scoffs and Ill- uſage fl But a 
the Servants and Neighbours, that look appre 
on him as a Man more than half poſſeſſqſoceede 
with the Devil; ſo he deſired Leave d Cor 


hi 
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to quit his Place: And prayed him to 

vide himſelf with a Servant in his 
1 dom, for he could not endure to lead 

" Varin | 


h a Life any longer. 
g mation Though Mr. Ramble was very much 
ers. \ xed, at hearing that his old Servant, for 
om he had ſo great a Value, was de- 
mined to forſake him; yet upon taking 


r in till 
Norril e reſt of his Houſhold to taſk about 


Deſpi they denied that he received any ill 
e Bu eatment from their Hands; and im- 
s lauge ted the Whole to his late melancholy 
jeerinffÞaginations, of which they produced 
» drowfWne other Inſtances, whereof indeed he 
11d vd afforded them many. Therefore, upon 


mparing Obſervations and Facts toge- 
er, Mr. Ramble abſolutely concluded, that 
penezer had not yet recovered his right 
nſes: And thereupon gave Orders, that 


no othe 
ng the 
ughts ( 


anner! 


But te other Servants ſhould have a ſtrict Eye 
together his Actions; and no Ways diſturb 
Doc Mind, either by their Expreſſions or 


haviour towards him, upon Pain of 
ling their Places. 


wicke 
elf wi 
he wa 


uſage But as Mr. Ramble had ſome Reaſons 
t look apprehend, that Ebenezer's Uneaſineſs 
poſſeſſi oceeded more from Mrs. Norris's Pride 
eave d Contempt of him, than from any 

hit LE Thing 


— —— = — 
WW 
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Thing elſe, ſo be immediately taxed hi, Th 
Houſekceper roundly with it: Telling WW Estee 
her, That ſhe ought to have ſhewn mor: the u 
Regard. to a Man who had been ſo mam on re 
Years in the Family, ſo long her Fellow. him, 
ſervant, and always courteous and bli. with 
ging to her; and above all, as ſhe. knew, Text: 
that he himſelf had always profeſſed 1M impet 
very great Regard for him, as an old and on tt 
dutiful Servant. And though he had Blood 
been weak enough to make Love to hell Colo 
in his Dotage ; yet that ſhould not have which 
induced her to uſe him in ſuch a contu- the 1 
melious Manner, as to make his Life un- much 
eaſy to him; and provoke him to the at but i 
tempting ſuch a raſh Action, as to deſtroy have 
himlelf, Mr. Eaton, who happened the Time 
to be at Breakfaſt with Mr. Ramble, Hara 
backed his Charge with, ſeveral pious and Vocit 
learned Arguments both from Scripture being 
and moral Authors; which the Reader made 
might perhaps think too ſerious for th Mani 
Place, ſhould we rehearſe them: And as it 
is not only to be hoped, but even allo is * 
not at. all doubted, that the Reading, of ſaid 
moſt who ſhall peruſe theſe Volumes, will MW her Þ 
furniſh them with ſuch Arguments, as the“ in 
Rector made uſe of; ſo we chuſe to omit © fin 
them at preſent, 4 ru 
| re 


Though Vo 
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Though Mrs. Norris had a very great 
Efteem for her Maſter, and always paid 
the utmoſt Regard to his Injunctions; yet 


ed his 
elling 
| More 


many on receiving ſuch a ſharp Leſſon from 
ellow. him, eſpecially before a Witneſs, together 
| bli- with the Documents of the Rector, whoſe 
knew, Texts and Quotations ſhe thought very 


fed 1M impertinently and injudiciouſly applied, 
d and on the preſent Occaſion; it ſo fired her 
e had Blood, that ſhe was all over of the ſame 
to her Colour as a Piece of new Scarlet Cloth, 


t have which has juſt received its deepeſt Dye upon 
contu · ¶ the Tenter Hooks. And, indeed, ſhe very 
ife un-W much reſembled it not only in Colour, 
the at but in Situation; for ſhe may be ſaid to 
deſtroj i have been upon Tenter-hooks all the 
d then Time, that her Maſter's and the Parſon's 


Ramble, 
Jus and 
ripture 
Reader 
for this 


Harangue had laſted: But the Former's 
Vociteration, and the Latter's Elocution, 
being arrived at a Period, ſhe directly 


made a Return to both in the following. 
Manner. | 


nd as it | 

alſo is * I am exceedingly ſurprized, Sir,“ 
ing, of ſaid ſhe, ( direfting her Diſcourſe to 
es, will her Maſter) “ that you ſhould treat me 
, as the in ſuch an unſeemly Way, after the in- 


to omit finite Pains that I have been at, Night 
* and Day, in taking Care of your Chil- 
* dren and Family, ever ſince my dear 


houghll Vol. I. gb {© Miſtreſs's 


— — omg — — 
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«« Miſtreſs's Death. I am certain, poor 
«© dear Gentlewoman, had ſhe been liv- 
„ ing, ſhe would have ſcorned to have 


* thrown any Reflexions in my Diſh, 
on Account of ſuch an old, naſty, odi- 


„ ous Fellow as your Groom: Yes, that 
& ſhe would, I am ſure.” Here the Tears 
guſhed out from the two large Sockets 
that were placed in her Head, and inter- 
rupted her Speech for ſome Moments, 
when ſhe proceeded thus: © As for your 
„ Preachments, Mr. Eaton, you might 
« very well have ſpared them at 2 
&« leſt you ſhould be at a Loſs for their 
« Help. to furniſh out a Sunday's Diſ- 
* courle in the Pulpit; which I think a 
« much properer Place for ſuch Leſſons, 
than a Gentleman's Houſe; and eſpe- 
„ cially in Family Affairs, that they no 
« Ways relate to, nor you have any 
c Buſineſs with: For,“ Madam,“ 


ijnterrupted the Rector, I know the 


« Duty of my Function, though per- 
haps you may not yours: And, ſurely, 
« when the Life and Peace of any one of 


muy Flock is concerned, it behoves me 


to do my utmolt in his Behalf.” „Sir,“ 
{aid ſhe, ©* you have no Proof, more than 
« what ſome ſlanderous Tongues may at- 
4 ford, that I have ever been the Di- 

: | « ſturber 
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ſturber of either Ebeneger's Life or Peace; 
or that it was through any Inſtigation 
of mine, that ever he attempted to 
commit ſuch a raſh Action.“ „The 
former Poſition of yours,“ ſays Mr. 
« can contradict from his own 
Words; for it was he himſelf that told 
me, your ſcornful Behaviour to him 
had quite diſcompoſed his Peace of 
Mind, and had rendered his Life a 
Burthen to him. And, as to the lat- 
ter, though indeed it was not through 
your Inſtigation that he attempted to 
make away with himſelf; yet as your 
deſpicable Uſage of him was the only 
Inducement to it, I do not fee how you 
could ever have cleared yourſelf of the 
Charge, of being acceſſary to the Death, 

had it happened. » 4 You don't ſee! 
Sir,” ſays ſhe, „What matters it 
what you don't ſee? I'll warrant you 
other People might perceive plainly, 
that J had no hand in his making away 
with himſelf. What muſt I, becauſe the 
old Fellow was' fooliſh enough not to 
take my Refuſal of him for a Huſband, 
muſt 1, therefore, tie myſelf to lead a 
Life ot Mifery with him, to prevent 
himſelf? Not I, truly, 


* for him nor eier a Man in Evgland, 


E 2 0 


even 
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ec even had I been previouſly acquainted 
« with his Deſign: Whereas, I knew no- 
„thing of the Matter till every Body elle 
« heard of it.“ No, Mrs. Norris,” 
ſaid her Maſter, © we do not apprehend 
„ that you knew any Thing of his De- 
& ſign; for if you had, I really believe 
* that you would have been ſuch a good 
*« Woman, as to have taken ſome Me. 
© thod, for preventing him putting it in ro 
« Execution,” Tes really ſhould I, ſhe h 
« Sir;” ſaid ſne, any Method, but that ¶ to tak 
of flinging away myſelf and Subſtance, Win the 
„ and my Children's Fortunes, upon the 
« old Fool:——But why, Sir, does Mr. On 
* Eaton charge me with being acceſſary to Nen, ſh 
<< his Attempt? — I, Sir, that, never MW Chair, 
« ſince I loſt my dear Huſband, ever ¶ che re 
% gave Encouragement to any ManWhplicati 
« breathing, to open his Lips about ter, h: 
% Love to me. Had I been as forward 
ac as ſome other Women, that I could 
ts name, perhaps, I might have had 
much better Offers, than any which 

© your Groom can pretend to make me, 

% and from Men very much his Superiors: 

«© But, I bleſs myſelf for it, no one can 

* ſay, that either myſelf or Daugh- 

* ters were ever wantonly given. Sir, 

*% defy the whole World to ſay, Black i viour t 
| © mM 


7 


ainted . ine Eye.” The laſt Words were ut- 
w no- tered with a particular Emphaſis; and 
ly elle {WW were hardly out of her Lips, when the 
orris,” Houſe-maid entered the Room, acquaint- 
-ehend {Wing her, that ſhe was wanted immediately 
is De- Win the Kitchen; for that Miſs Dolly (her 
believe W Daughter) was in a Fit. In a Fit,“ re- 


x good i plies Mrs. Norris, << ſure it cannot be! It 
e Me. (is the firſt then, that I ever knew her 
g it in to have in her Life.” Upon ſaying this 
uld I, Wc haſted away inſtantly, without ſtaying 
ut that ¶ to take any formal Leave of the Gentlemen 
ſtance, Min the Parlour, 
on the 
s Mr. On Mrs. Norris's Arrival in the Kitch- 
Tary to en, ſhe found her Daughter ſeated in a 
never Chair, and ſupported therein by ſome of 
1, ever che reſt of the Servants; who, by the Ap- 
Man N plication of Hartſhorn-drops and Wa- 
about ¶ ter, had brought her to herſelf juſt as her 
orward Mother entered: But, on Sight of her, 
I couldMWthe young Woman immediately ſwooned 
e hadWaway again; and it was not without much 
which Difficulty, that they recovered her the ſe- 
ike me, cond Time. 
periors: 
dne ca Though Mr. Ramble and the Rector 
Daugh had been reproving Mrs. Norris, as we 
Sir, have ſhewn before, for her perverſe Beha- 
Black i viour to Ebenezer, and ſhe had ſomewhat 
&« mi E 3 provoked 
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provoked Mr. Eaton by her Tongue; yet 


as both of them were too generous to Dau 
ſhew any Reſentment, ſo they could not Va 
be eaſy till they knew how her Daughter an 
was: And, that they might not take any pric 
of the Servants away from aſſiſting her, 

they both haſted into the Kitchen, which A 


they entered juſt as the young Woman Phl: 
had fainted the ſecond Time. On ſeeing by 
this, Mr. Ramble inſtantly diſpatched a Par 


Meſſenger to the next Village, which was he 

a little more than Half a Mile diſtant, He 

| to fetch the Barber to bleed her, as he « x, 

' was neareſt at hand; the Apothecary 
living at a Town three Miles off, and be- «0 
| ing uncertain, at that Time of Day, to be « q 
met with at home. ver) 

« þ 


4 | The Meſſenger made great Haſte; and « e 
1 the Barber, being a nimble- heel'd Fellow, c 


| arrived at the Houſe in about a Quarter 4 - 
x of an Hour; by which Time Mrs. Del! EY 
| was pretty well come to herſelf, and would Wy 
| tain have refrained from being, let Blocd: repl 
| But as her Mother, and the whole Com- « y 
| pany, perſiſted that it would be of great en 
Service to her, ſhe at hf conſented. 60 


a 

| While the Barber was making the Ban- «6.4 

| dige, Mrs. Nerris gave him a very ſtrict i © r 

Charge, to be extraordinary careful * 2 
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2z yet 
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he performed the Operation upon her 
Daughter, for that ſhe had a very ſmall 
Vein: Deſiring him not to make too large 
an Orifice, and to be very cautious of 
pricking a Tendon or an Artery, 


As this Barber was pretty ſkilful in 
Phlebotomy, having been taught that Art 
by the moſt famous Surgeon in thoſe 
Parts, which coſt him Two Guineas, ſo 
he was no leſs proud of his Dexterity. 
He told Mrs. Norris, That he war- 
« ranted to perform the Operation very 
« ſafely and expeditiouſly, if ſhe would 
« only be content to let him proceed 
&« quietly.” To this the other replied 
very haughtily, That ſure ſhe might 
e have Leave to caution him, or any one 
« elſe, when her: Child's Life was con- 
« cerned; for ſhe knew a: Gentleman, 
% that had like to have loſt his Arm by 
„having an Artery opened inſtead of a 
« Vein.” © You know .a Fiddleſtick !” 
replied the Barber, ** ſure he muſt be a 
very bungling Artiſt indeed, that ſhould 
« miſtake an Artery for a Vein; eſpeci- 
ally in this Place, where the Arteries lie 
„ ſo low as hardly to be come at! He 


might, indeed, prick a Tendon per- 


* chance, by the Patient's catching his 
| E 4 „% Arm 
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«© Arm back, or ſome ſuch Accident 
but, even then, he muſt know nothing 
* of Surgery if he could not remedy it, 
* without putting his Patient's Lite 
in danger. I find, Madam,” pro- 
ceeded he, „ by your Talk, that you 
*© know nothing of Phlebotomy; and I ſee 
* plainly, that if you do not forbear, your 
** Diſcourſe will fo terrify your Daughter, 
* that it will be out of the Power of my 
*« Art to get a Drop of Blood from her.” 


Mr. Ramble and the Rector perſuaded 
Mrs. Norris to let the Man proceed with- 
out Interruption. Hereupon he ordered 
the young Woman's Arm to be ſteadily 
held: Then taking her by the Hand, and 
ſeeming to feel about to find the Vein, he boun 
aſked her ſuddenly, if that was her Fan 
which lay upon the Dreſſer; when, on her A; 


turning her Head to. look, he inſtantly 
opened the Vein, almoſt imperceptibly, Nor- 


* 


and the Blood directly followed the Lan- layin 
cet very plentifully. | 46 ta 
Here the Barber began to exult, ſaying, ill «« * 


« Now you ſee, Madam, how finely it 
« ſpins out! Did you think that I who W @ 
« have followed the Practice theſe two 
« ſeven Years, and blooded Men, Wo- « ;;. 

S 35 f f . 9 7 men, ſays! 


( 810 
« men, and even Children leſs than a 
« Twelve month old, could not open a 


Vein in ſuch a clear-ſkinned young Wo- 
man as your Daughter?“ - As for 
c that,“ ſaid Mrs. Norris, 5 it is certain 


« the Girl has as fine and clear a Skin as 
« any in the Country; all my Fears pro: 


„ ceeded from the Smallneſs of her Vein: 
However, pray take enough from her 


% now you are about it.“ Yes, that I 


will, I'll warrant you,” replied the 


Barber: And falling into ſome farther 
Diſcourſe; he turned his Head to ſee how 
full the Baſon was, which the Cook held; 
when he inſtantly changed Colour, undid 
the Bandage, and, ſtopping - the Blood, 
bound up her Arm. 


As the Confuſion in his Countenance 
was viſible to the whole Company, Mrs. 
Norris aſked him what was the Matter, 
laying, „She believed that he had not 
taken enough from her Daughter.“ - 
Not enough, Madam!“ ſays he, „ay 
* and too much by a good deal I am 
afraid. I wiſh I had perceived it 
* ſooner----But, when ſo many People 
are talking, and one has not any No- 
< rice of the Matter.“ What Matter,” 
lays Mrs. Norris, I hope, Sir, you have 

| E 5 $* not 
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not opened an Artery?“ -e No, Ma- 
« dam,” ſaid he, „ but I almoſt wiſh 
« that I had not opened a Vein; forl 
« find by*her Blood, that the young Wo- 
« man is quick with Child; and I am 
« afraid J have rather taken too much 
« from her, by not perceiving it ſooner: 
« But I hope it will not endanger the In- 
« fant's Lite, as I would not have ſuch 
* an Accident happen, through my 
« Means, for the whole World.”---On 
hearing this, there was the utmoſt Confu- 
ſion and Amazement in the Kitchen: The 


Girl fell into another Swoon, and the 


Mother flew into a moſt outragious Pal- 
fion at the Barber; abuſing him, and call- 
ing him all the pitiful Dogs ſhe could 
think of :---Not for his Miſtake in taking 
too much Blood from her Daughter; but 
for his ſcandalous Impudence, as ſhe was 
pleaſed to term it, in raiſing a Lye upon 
her dear Child. Notwithſtanding all this, 
the Barber perſiſted ſtrongly in his Aſſer- 
tion; declaring, that he would be judged 
by any of the Faculty, upon producing 
the Blood, whether the Matter was not as 
he ſaid. Miſs, or rather Mrs. Dolly, be- 


ing again recovered from her Swoon, the 


Mother flung down a Shilling to the Ope- 


rator, bidding him get out of the —_ 
| . Jor 
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for an opprobrious Villain; with many 
more hard Names, that ſhe . beſtowed on 
him for ſcandalizing her Daughter; who, 
upon. his Departure, was inſtantly put to 
bed, and the whole Houſe remained in 
the greateſt Conſternation at this Affair: 
But as we have not Room enough to 
eclairciſe upon the Matter in this Chap 
ter, we mult defer it to the next. 
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CHAP. XI 


The clearing up of the Incident in the forego- 


ing Chapter, and an Account of another 
very unexperted one. 


HE extraordinary Event, which we 

have juſt related, drew almoſt all 
Mr. Rambles Family together in the 
Kitchen, where there remained the greateſt 
Confuſion. and Difference in Sentiments 
gmong them: Some condemning the Bar- 
ber for his 1 Judgment (as they 
where pleaſed to term it) and others rail - 
ing at the young Woman for her Slyneſs, 
in conducting the Affair ſo cloſely hitherto, 
as to be impervious to their Diſcernment. 
As to Mrs. Norris, ſhe withdrew with her 
Daughter when ſhe was put to bed; and 
remained yet with her, endeavouring to 
obtain a true Light into the Affair. Mr. 
Ramble, and the Rector, returned to the 
Parlour to canvaſs the Matter together, 
and wait for more ſubſtantial Proofs of 
the Barber's Aſſertions. 


We have as yet taken no further Notice 
of Miſs Dolly in our Hiſtory, than uſt 
naming 
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naming her. But we ſhall here inform the 
Reader, that ſhe was a "oy briſk, lively, 
young Woman, of about ſeventeen Years 
of Age, having a great deal of her Mo- 


ES ther's Fire and Vivacity in her: And be- 


ing bred up in Mr. Ramble's Houſe, and 
allowed a little too much Liberty, ſhe 
had acquired rather more Forwardneſs in 
her Behaviour than 'was becoming one of 
her Sex and early Years : So that however 
the Mother might pique herſelf upon her 
own Chaſtity; yet it is certain, her Daugh- 
ter Dolly had very little, it one Drop, of 
the famous Lacretia's Blood in her Veins. 
Indeed her tender Years, together with 
her being cloſe kept under her Mother's 
Wing, would hardly, as yet, permit her the 
Opportunity of making any Trial of that 
Virtue, excepting with Ned the Footman; 
neither was it ſo very irreſiſtible, but that 
he ſoon found he could make himſelf 
Maſter thereof; leaving withal, certain in- 
fallible Tokens of his being ſo. For ſhe 
was now near four Months gone with. 
Child by him, when the Barber came to 
bleed her; the primary Occaſion of ſend- 
ing for whom we ſhall proceed to relate as 
briefly as poſſible. | 1 


While 
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While Mrs. Norris was gone into the 
Parlour to wait on Mr. Ramble (as ſhe 
uſually did at the Time of his Breakfaſt. 
ing, to know what he would pleaſe to or- 
der for his Dinner) where ſhe ſtaid near an 
Hour in diſputing with him and the Rec- 
tor, the Servants being alſo moſt of them at 
Breakfaſt in the Kitchen, there happened 
to ariſe a Game of Romps among them, 
(as was very uſual in the Abſence of the 
Houſekeeper) wherein there paſſed ſome 
Familiarities and Dalliances, between the 
aforeſaid Ned and Betty the Chamber- 
maid, which Miſs Dolly thought very ex- 
traordinary and unbecoming ; for Ned was 
a very amorous young Spark, and not at 
all given to Conſtancy. Seeing theſe fond 
Toyings before her Face, gave Miſs Dolh 
ſome Reaſon to imagine that Matters 
were carried on farther behind the Cur- 
tain, between Betty and Ned, than what 
ſhe was aware of; which made her reſolve 
to watch them. cloſely for the, future.----- 
But ſcarce had this Reſolution taken Place 
in her Mind, than ſhe had an Opportunity as w. 
of performing it. For this fond Couple Wclieve 
were ſo eager upon their Play, which it Nhe Fat 
ſeems could not be finiſhed to their Satis: | 


As 
other 
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faction in the open Kitchen, that Betty 


running 
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| running into the Buttery, the Footman fol- 
» the WW lowed ; where they had not been long to- 
s ſhe I octher, before Miſs Doliy ruſhed in, and, 
cfaſt. to her great Surprize, found them ſtand- 
0 or- ing behind the Door, kiſſing very lovingly 
-ar an ¶ together, with her Petticoats in a Situation 
Rec- W much nearer her Head than her Heels. 
em at N Surprized and overcome with Grief, Re- 


pened enge, and Shame, at what ſhe ſaw, the 
them, young Woman ran back into the Kitchen, 
of the {Wat herſelf down, and inſtantly fainted 
ſome away. | 

n the 2 | wot. 

mber- As neither the Cook nor any of the 
ry ex- Wother Servants, could judge the Occaſion 
ed was Wot her being ſo ſuddenly overpowered; ſo - 


hey all, excepting Ned and his new Miſ- 


not at 
reſs, attributed it to ſome Hurt that ſhe 


e fond 


s Doll Mad received in PRE: But the former 
latters {Wk new the true Reaſon, though he was 
> Cur- {Wbliged to conceal it; and the latter was 
what {Wot entirely wrong, when ſhe imagined it 
reſolve {Wo proceed from Jealouſy. This Opinion 
re. e was afterwards confirmed in, when ſhe 
1 Place Weard the Barber declare that Miſs Dolly 
rtunity Nas with Child; which ſhe very readily 
Couple {elieved, and as eaſily gueſſed who was 
hich it Nhe Father. 
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As we have thus ſhewn the Cauſe 9 
Miſs Dolly's falling into a Swoon, we ſhall 
now proceed to relate what happened after 
ſhe. was put to bed; where we left her 
with Mrs. Norris attending, and endea- 
vouring to perſuade her to reveal the 
Truth. And, indeed, it was not long be- 
fore the old Gentlewoman came at the 
Knowledge of it: For Miſs Dolly ſoon 
confeſſed, that ſhe had been debauched by 
the Footman, and believed herſelf to be 
with Child by him. Though this News 
was a great Vexation -to Mrs. Norris, 
yet, whether ſhe had before too much ex- 
hauſted her Spirits, in the Altercations that 
ſhe had already exchanged that Morning, 
with her Maſter and the Rector, and af. 
terwards with the Barber; or whether 
Prudence and Grief overcame her Paſſion 
at this Juncture, we cannot abſolutely de- 
clare: But ſo it was, that ſhe adviſed her 
Daughter to deny the Matter ſtoutly; and, 
on that Condition, ſhe undertook to ule 
all proper Methods to conceal her Shame, 
_, prevail with Ned to make Dar his 
Wife. 


In order to this, ſhe firſt of = revived 
both her own and her Daughter's Spirits 


by 
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by the Help of a Cordial, which ſhe al- 
ways kept by her ; and then flying into the 
uſe of Parlour, where Mr. Ramble and the Rec- 
e ſhall tor were ſmoaking a Pipe together, over 
d after a Whet, ſhe told them, „That ſhe had 
ft her examined her Daughter very ſtrictly, and 
endea. « all what the Barber had ſaid was a falſe 
al the « ſcandalous Lye, and he was a notorious 


Rogue for abuſing her Child in ſuch a 
«« Manner.--- That the Girl's Fright had 
« been occaſioned by a Rat's running 
along, as the Servants were at. Play in 


the Buttery.” Upon this Mr. Ramble 


News and his Companion declared, that they 
Vorris, ¶ were heartily glad to hear it was no worſe ; 
ch ex and that telling of Falſities was natural to 
1s that the Man's Trade. But Mrs. Norris, being 
raing, a Woman of Judgment, knew that after 
nd af. this Incident, every one would have ſuch 
hether an Eye upon her Daughter, as to render 
2afſion Nit impoſſible for her long to conceal her 


Big-belly: And being withal acquainted 
with the real Occaſion of her ſwooning 
away; ſhe was very apprehenſive, that her 
Rival Betty might come at the Knowledge 
of the whole Truth by Ned, and divulge 
it out of Malice. She therefore took the 
preſent Opportunity to declare to her 
Maſter, + That as ſhe found every Body 
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& in his Houſe owed her III-will, ang „ M 
« were endeavouring to ſcandalize both WW he 
„ herſelf and Family, ever ſince Eben. WF © no 
« zer's Attempt to drown himſelf ; that 

„ ſhe and her Daughter were reſolved tg Ne 
& quit their Service, and deſired Mr, tion 

* Ramble to provide himſelf accordingly, from 
« againſt that Day Month.” Mr. Ran- with! 
ble, at firft, endeavoured all he could to Mr. 

appeaſe her; but finding it impractics WM from 
ble, ſaid, That he was ſorry for what WM diſloc 
„had happened; yet knew not well how WM it pu 
e to remedy it, otherwiſe than by puniſh ¶ into 
© ing the Barber for raiſing ſuch a Scan- Wee! 
« dal, if Time ſhould prove it to be Child 
<« falſe: This he proteſted he would wil-W io t 
„ lingly undertake at his own Expence, and it 
if it would give her any Satisfaction. and c 
« And, as for leaving his Houſe, as be ter a 
* had always looked upon her more like Char- 
« a Companion of his deceaſed Wife's WW ments 
« than a hired Servant, ſo he'defired nol cxaite 
«© Warning; but ſhe might be free to g fuch 1 
* whenever it ſuited her Conveniency, or Flatts 
& to ſtay as long as ſhe thought pro- Tom! 
per.” Mrs. Norris declared, Tha Juſtic 
* ſhe ſcorned to leave any Gentleman' 

4 Houſe (for whom ſhe had ſo muc It | 
« Eſteem) in an abrupt and indecent dren, 


« Manner his V 
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, ang + Manner; and, therefore, ſhould ſtay 
> both « her Month out: But deſired he would 
Eben. WY © not expect her to tarry a Day longer.” 
3 that | 


ved to Notwithſtanding this poſitive Declara- 
d Mr. tion of Mrs. Norris, ſhe was prevented 
lingly, from performing her Reſolution. For, 
Ram WY within a few Days of the Time prefixt, 
wuld to Mr. Ramble had the Misfortune to fall 
-actica from his Horſe in Hunting, whereby he 
r what WM diſlocated his Shoulder; and the letting of 
11 how WM it put him into ſuch Pain as flung him 
buniſſ- into a Fever, and carried him off in a 
Scan- \Veck's Time; to the great Grief of his 
to be Children, Family, and Neighbourhood. 
1d wil To the former of whom he was a tender 
epence, I and indulgent Parent; to the other a good 
faction. and compaiſionate Maſter ; and to the lat - 
, as beter a very focial and loving Companion. 
ore like Characters that would adorn the Monu- 
Wife's ments of thoſe who have lived in the moſt 
Ired nol exaited Stations; but we ſeldom find any 
e to go fuch Inſcriptions thereon, unleſs penned by 
ncy, ol Flattery: Neither were they placed on his 
it pro- Tomb, where they might have ſtood with 
That Juſtice. 
leman's * 
» muc It happened, very Iuckily for his Chil- 
ndecentW dren, that he had Time enough to make 
Manner his Will, and ſettle his Affairs before the 
Delirium, 


OO” — — — — — 
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Delirium, that attended the Fever, took 
Poſſeſſion of his Brain; all which he did 
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very much to his own Satisfaction and every 
one's elſe. This we muſt in Sincerity de- 
clare, was owing to the timely Perſuaſion 
of the good Rector, who conſtantly at- 
tended him in his Illneſs; and, it is to be 
hoped, made a better Man of him during 
that laſt Week, than he had before been, 
able to do in the Compals of many Years, 


Both Will Ramble and Amelia being un- 


der Age, their Father left them to the 


Guardianſhip of Mr. Merit, a very wor- 
thy Gentleman, and near Neighbour : But 
as we have brought our Hiſtory to this 
Period, we muſt conclude the firſt Book, 
leaving other Particulars for the Reader to 
be aſcertained of in the Remainder. 
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Containing a juvenile Excurſion of the Liber- 
tine, and other extraordinary Adventures. 
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In which Will Ramble and his Siſter are in- 
treduced to their Guardian. 


FTER the Interment of Mr. Ram- 

ble, Will and his Siſter Amelia were 

HE removed to the Houſe of Mr. Merit, their 
Guardian, which was not above Half a 

Dozen Miles from their late F gs * 

ere 
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Here 7 had handſome Apartment 
provided for them, and met with an En- 
tertainment ſuitable to their Birth. 


Mr. Merit was a Gentleman of a good 
Eſtate, and in the - Commiſſion of the 
Peace; endued with great Honour, Hu- 
manity, and Virtue, and with ſuch exact 
Probity, that he might juſtly be ſtiled the 
Honeſt Yorkſhire Man, by Way of Diſtinc. 
tion. But as good. Talents and Endow: 
ments are generally* attended with ſome 

rticular Failings; ſo, notwithſtanding 
theſe Excellencies, he ' was a very great 
Humouriſt: Every Thing muſt be per- 
formed in his own Manner, and accord- 
ing to his Direction; neither would he 
hardly ſuffer his Opinion to be diſputed in 
any Point. Though this Peculiarity of 
Temper, did not totally eclipſe his good 
Qualities; yer, like a ſmall Flaw in a fine- 
watered Diamond, it depreciated ſome- 
*what. of the Excellency of his Endow- 
ments. 


Mr. Merit and the late Mr. Ramble had 
been brought up at the ſame School, 
where they contratted a peculiar Intimacy 
together; this, at length, grew into a 

laſting Friendſhip, which both endea- 
— voured 
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oured to cultivate, when they were ar- 
ived at Years of Maturity. Mr. Merit 
ad done many Favours for Mr. Ramble, 
by ſupplying him with Money in his Exi- 
rencies ;z and even, at laſt, when he found 
his old School-fellow was obliged to mort- 
page great Part of his Eſtate, he lent him 
z conſiderable Sum upon it at a very eaſy 
ntereſt, in order to prevent its falling into 
ad Hands: Neither did he demand the 
Payment of former Arrears, though they 
ere very conſiderable. It was more ow- 
ing to Mr. Merit's Advice, than the Ne- 
eſſity of his own Circumſtances, that Mr. 
Ramble was [prevailed upon to diſpoſe of 
his Fox-hounds and Hunters; which, 
otherwiſe, he would have upheld, till he 
had conſumed the laft Farthing he was 
worth upon them. 


Theſe Acts of Friendſhip, together 
with his well known and experienced Hu- 
manity and Benevolence, cauſed Mr. 
Ramble to make him his Executor; and to 
appoint him Guardian over his Children, 


till they ſnould come of Age. 


Mr. Merit had two Sons and a Daugh- 
ter. For the eldeſt of his Sons, who was 
now about twenty-one, he had lately pur. 

eee u. chaſed 
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chaſed a Cornecy of Dragoons, and 
the young Gentleman was gone to reſide 
at his Quarters: His youngeſt Son, who 
was about Sixteen, and his Davghter, 
named Louiſa, that was near Eighteen, 


der V 
as yet 
rus; * 


plus ul 


remained with him at Home. As the The: 
former was deſigned by his Father for the MW tlemar 
Univerſity, ſo he had engaged a neigh. W ment 

bouring Curate to come and inſtruct him WM where 
in Latin and Greek. This Gentleman wa Ware ta 
an excellent Scholar, and a very good Miten P. 


Man, though his Intereſt could hardly 
extend to procure him a Livelihood in the 
Church: Yet as he was ſenſible, that this 
Misfortune was not peculiar. to himſelf 
alone, but very common to Men of his 
Profeſſion, who had not the Happinels of 
having rich Relations, or powertul and 
benevolent Patrons, ſo he readily acqui- 
eſced with his Lot; and was as content to 
drudge on in his Duty, for the poor Sz- 
lary of Forty Pounds a Year, as a rich 
Prelate may be to. perform his Function, 
for three or four Thouſand per Annum. 
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Will Ramble, at the Time of his Father's 
Deceaſe, was about ſixteen Years of Age; 
and his Siſter Amelia was ſomewhat above 
a Twelve- month older. Vill had made 
ſuch a ſmall Progreſs in his Learning 2 
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der Mr. Snar! his Preceptor, that he was 
as yet arrived no farther. than his Corde- 
rius; Which, indeed, was his Maſter's 24 


plus ultra. 


That the only Son of a Country Gen- 
tleman ſhould make no greater Advance- 
ment in Literature, eſpecially in a: Place 
where Education is ſo cheap, that Youth 
are taught, boarded, and cloathed, for 
ten Pounds a Year, will ſeem ſtrange to 
thoſe who have had the Happineſs of be- 
ing educated at Wincheſter or Eaton, or at 
ſome of the great Schools in and. about 
this Metropolis. But their Surprize will 
ceaſe on being informed, that Learning is 
of very little Account in Country Vil- 


lages; where, as the Exci/emar is generally 


the beſt Scholar in the Pariſh, the Parſon 
excepted (whoſe Gown often gives him 
more Title to Learning, than any Profi- 
ciency that he has made therein;) ſo the 
quire's Son is commonly the greateſt 
Dunce: Owing generally to Self-pride, and 
certain hereditary natural Averſion to 
Literature in the — who ſcorns that 
his Son ſhould be a greater Scholar than 
himſelf; and alſo to the kind Indulgence 
of Madam, the Mother, who had rather 
der Darling ſhould hazard his Neck in a 
Vol. I. F Fox- 
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Fox - chace, , than venture ſpoiling hi 
Eyes, by poring over Greek and Latin Au- 
thor: 57 >; . 175 


Although ſuch little Regard is paid to 
Learning in Rural Places; yet, even here, 
Knowledge and Experience claim ſome 
Merit: But then it is that ſort of Know. 

ledge and Experience, which every Petty- 
Fogger is Maſter of: I mean, a Know- 
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ledge of the common Terms in the Lay, Wil 
and an Experience in the Quirks and Chi- WM this + 
cane, that are ſo much practiſed in the ¶ ceived 
Courts. Theſe Talents very often furniſh ¶ mittec 
fuch low Varlets, with Means of brow-M per M 
beating and diſcomfiting the Juſtices of M in cha 
Quorum, and other ſage Magiſtrates, their I had t 
Brethren, at a Petty or Quarter Seſſion; M And t 


and being joined with a natural Aſſurance, ¶ own I 
generally procures them great Reputation to inſt 
among the Country-folks, for their Wil. N Dancii 
dom, Learning, and Abilities. ting ol 
1 5 15 | under 

Though the Reader will find (whenever polite * 
he has a Mind to make the Enquiry) that * 
what we have here obſerved, concerning 
Knowledge and Learning, will hold true 
general in all Parts of the Country; ye 
Mr. Merit ſeems to have been an Exception 
thereto; For as he had ſpent his younge! 
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Days in the Study of the Law, in the [x- . 
ner-Temple, ſo he was the better qualified 


to be a Magiſtrate in his own Country: 
Had always Diſcernment. ſufficient to ſee 
into the mean ſhuffling- Tricks of little 
Attornies and Solicitors; and Courage e- 
nough to withſtand their Menaces of 
bringing Actions againſt him, for doing 
what he knew to be his Duty. 29 


Will Ramble had not been long under 
this Gentleman's Care, before he per- 
ceived the Neglect that had been com- 
mitted in his Education; and took pro- 
per Methods to remedy it, by giving him 
in charge to the ſame worthy Perſon, who 
had the Tuition of his youngeſt Son: 
And the ſame Maſters that had taught his 
own Daughter, were alſo again employed 
to inſtruct his Ward, Amelia, in French, 
Dancing and Muſic; that, at her firſt ſet- 
ting out in the World, ſhe might appear 
under no Diſparagement, for want of a 
polite Education. ä 
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Fox - chace, than venture ſpoiling his 


Eyes, by poring over Greek and Latin Au- 
thor s. 55 Ks 


Although ſuch little Regard is paid to 
Learning in Rural Places; yet, even here, 
Knowledge and Experience claim ſome 
Merit: But then it is that ſort of Know. 

ledge and Experience, which: every Peth. 
fogger is Maſter of: I mean, a Knoy- 
ledge of the common Terms in the Lay, 
and an Experience in the Quirks and Chi- 
cane, that are ſo much practiſed in the 
Courts. Theſe Talents very often furniſh 
fuch low Varlets, with Means of brow- 
beating and diſcomfiting the Juſtices of 
Quorum, and other ſage Magiſtrates, their 
Brethren, at a Petty or Quarter Seflion; 
and being joined with a natural Aſſurance, 
generally procures them great Reputation 
among i the Country-folks, for their Wiſ⸗ 
dom, Learning, and Abilities. 


Though the Reader will find (whenever 
he has a Mind to make the Enquiry) that 
what we have here obſeryed, concerning 
Knowledge and Learning, will hold true in 
general in all Parts of the Country; yet 
Mr. Merit ſeems to have been an Exception 
thereto; For as he had ſpent his younget 


Day! 


* ry 


| Rs = of 

Days in the Study of the Law, in the Ja- 
ner-Temple, ſo he was the better qualified 
to be a Magiſtrate in his' own Country : 
Had always Diſcernment_ ſufficient to ſee 


aid to into the mean ſhuffling- Tricks of little 
where, Attornies and Solicitors; and Courage e- 
ſome I nough to withſtand their Menaces of 
Know: bringing Actions againſt him, for doing 
Petly- what he knew to be his Duty. 2 
Know- | 4153979 2 * 
Law, Will Ramble had not been long under 
d Chi- this Gentleman's Care, before he per- 
in the Wi ceived the Neglect that had been com- 
furniſh 


mitced in his Education; and took pro- 


brow- WE per Methods to remedy it, by giving him 
ices of in charge to the ſame worthy Perſon, who 
„ their WW had the Tuition of his youngeſt” Son: 
eſſion; Wt And the ſame Maſters that had taught his 
arance, ¶ own Daughter, were alſo again employed 
utation to inſtruct his Ward, Amelia, in French, 
r Wil- Dancing and Muſic; that, at her firſt ſet- 


ung out 'in the World, ſhe might appear 
under no Diſparagement, for want of a 


1enever Wl polite Education. 
y) that nh | 
cerning 

true in 
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ſeſſed of much clear Eſtate, either real or 
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Kk. IL 


The Settlement of ſome more of the late Mr. 
 Ramble's Family. in the World; and 4 
very unexpetied Match among them. 


EFORE we proceed any farther 
in our Hiſtory, it will be neceſſary 
to- look back a little after ſome of thoſe 
Perſonages, whom we have already men- 
tioned, as living at the late Mr. Ramble's; 
and ſee what . of them after his 
Deceaſe, when his Family was diſſolved. 


Now though Mr. Ramble was not pol- 


perſonal, at the Time of his Death; yet, 
to ſhew his Affection to His Servants, he 
left each of them a; Suit of Mourning and 
a Year's Wages: And this Legacy Mr. 
Merit, his Executor, took care very 
punctually to fulfil. Indeed, Mr. Rambi 
would have bequeathed ſomewhat more 
to his two Favourites Mrs. Norris and 
Ebenezer; but he knew, that in ſo doing, 
he muſt leſſen his Children's Fortune, 
which his former Extravagancies had al: 
ready too much curtailed, of 

i 
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His Servants, on receiving the afore 
ſaid Legacy, which was paid them, ac- 
cording to Mr. Ramble's Will, within a 
Month after his Deceaſe, ſought after and 

rovided themſelves with Places in other 
Families: All but Mrs. Nerris and Ebe- 
nezer; the former of whom, notwith- 
ſtanding her haughty Deportment and 
cruel Uſage to the latter, condeſcended 
at length to make him her Huſband. This 
Step ſhe was at laſt obliged to take, as 
ſhe found herſelf growing into thoſe Years, 
when Servitude not only becomes irkſome 
to the Perſons that are to undergo it, bus 
they alſo meet with much Difficulty in 
finding new Places; as few Maſters or 
Miſtreſſes care to take ſuch into their Fa- 
milies, whom Age has rendered nearl; 
paſt their Labour: Beſides, ſhe had f 
long reigned as Governante in Mr. Ramble's 
Family, that ſhe could not endure the 
Thoughts of entering into the Station of 
a Servant in any other. This, and the 
Knowledge of. Ebenezer's being worth a 
conſiderable Sum of Money, which joined 


to her own, ſhe thought would ſettle them 


well. in the World together, occaſioned her 
to diſpenſe with his Age, and other Ob- 


jections that ſhe had formerly made to 


"ES - him, 
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him, and to take him for her Second; 
which ſhe the more readily complied with, 
as ſhe imagined there was little Fear of 
having any Children by this Venture, to 
N the Daughters ſhe had by her firſt 
Huſband. And here we ſhall take the 
Opportunity, of letting the Reader into 
the true Cauſe of her former Obduracy to 


nary 
ways 
Wilke 
migt 
ſee 1 
take 
from 
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Ebenezer : A Secret that we have not a; Ml us C 
yet fully diſcloſed, and which it is impol- have 

ſible he ſhould have been able to pry into, WM comr 
without the Gift of Divination, even had ſhe h 
he been endued with all the Eyes of A. where 
gus, and the Penetration of his late mo- et 3 
dern Succeſſor “ Argos Centoculi; which uns, 
To well enabled him for a long Series of Spout 
Time to detect the myſterious Proceedings 
in the Cabinets of Princes and prime Mi- he en 
niſters. It is true, that in our laſt Book, chand 
we attributed her Refuſal, of Ebenezer to ſelves 
Pride; and indeed ſo it was: But then 
that Pride was very much elated, if not Alt 
entirely founded on a Notion, which ſhe thus 
had for ſome Time entertained, that her Spoulc 
"Matter would take her to ſupply his late uch 
Wife's Place: And this Opinion ſhe was Ned, t 
the more confirmed in, by the extraordi 4 4 
chnd 

o a-croſs 


|. * The aſſumed Edtitious Name of the Writer d 
s late Paper, called the Old England Journal. 
inn . 4 a | 
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econd; MW nary Condeſcenſion that Mr. Ramble al- 
d with, | ways ſnhewed her, and elpecially ſince his 
"ear of Wite's Death. But whatever Vanity ſhe 
ure, to IM might conceive: on this Occaſion, yet we 
her fit ſee no Room to be of her Mind; as we 
ke the take his civil Deportment to her, to ariſe 
er into from no other Motive, than only a Deſire 
racy to to make her more careful and attentive on 
not a; his Children, and Family; which, as we 
impoſ. ¶ have before obſerved, were almoſt entirely 
ry into, committed to her Charge. However, if 
ren had I ſhe had any other more prevalent Reaſons, 
of A {© vbcreon to pique herſelf. in this Fancy; 
ite mo- yer as his Death cut ſhort her Expecta- 
which tions, ſo ſhe took Ebenezer for her ſecond 
eries of Spouſe, in a little Time after Mr. Rams 
eeding s Deceaſe: And. with their joint Stock 
ne M. he entered into the Buſineſs of a Corn- 
Bock, chandler, by which they maintained them- 
iezer to ſelves very handſomely. 
ut then 
if not Although Mrs. Norris ſettled herſelf 
nich ſte thus well in the World with her new 
hat her Spouſe, yet her Daughter Dolly had not 
his late uch good Succeſs in her Amour with 
the wal Ned, the Footman. For he refuſing poſi- 
traordi- tively to make her his Wife; and ſhe, as 

_ nar) has been before related, being big ae 

| Child by him, her Mother ſent her quite 

a-croſs the Country, before the Matter 


Writer a 
ar nal. F 4 became 


Time ſhe was delivered of a Girl; and 
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became too open to the Eyes of the 
World; that there ſhe might repent at 
Leiſure of her former Folly, and, being 
ſecured from Ignominy, might learn to 
retrieve the Slip ſhe had made. In due 


her Mother taking care to have the Child 
put out to Nurſe, ſent Dolly up to Lon- 
don to ſome of her Acquaintance, to be 
enge for in Service: Where, as the 
atter was a Secret, ſhe gran cul- 
tomary Right, pertaining to ou 
Ven — 5 out of the . 
of paſſing for a Maid; and which, indeed, 
may be juſtly ſtiled one of the Curteſies 
of London: Here we ſhall take leave of 
her at preſent, in order to proceed with 
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In due NContaining Will Ramble's Flight from bis 
I; and 6 


Child ns 

> Lon- A T a large Manſion-houſe ſomewhat 
to be more than three Miles diſtant trom 
as the r. Robert Merit's (Guardian to Will 
he cuſ. NNanble and his Siſter Amelia) lived Mr. 


young gab Merit his elder Brother: A Gentle- 
2untry, Iman poſſeſſed of a large Eſtate, but of a 
indeed, 


urteſies Ihe being of ſuch a four, harſh, obdurate, 


ave of 
4 with ent in the Country under the Denomina- 
| ion of ſurly old Jos. He was married to 


{AP 
vg permitted to ſee any Company, but 
5 what 


* 


I 


A Diſpoſition to Mr. Robert, 
nd crabbed Temper, that he generally 


a Wife many Years younger than himſelf; 
and had by her a Daughter, now about 

he Age of Seventeen. As his Wife was 
a very likely Woman, and his Daughter 
xtraordinary handſome, it occaſioned him 
obe exceeding fond, and extremely jea - 
ous of both of them; ſo that they led 
uch the ſame Lives under his Dominion, 
s the favourite Wife and Daughter of 
ome arbitrary Turk, would have done in 
is Seraghe at Conſtantinople: They not be- 


1 


what he approved of, nor to viſit any 
where in the Neighbourhood, EXCEPt at 
his Brother's Houſe. Mr. Robert Merit, 
on the contrary; indulged his Wife, and 
his Daughter, Louiſa, with all Manner of 
T iberty this Way; and, indeed, he was 
both an affectionate Huſband, and a ten- 
der Parent. | 


Will Ramble, and his Siſter Amelia, lived 
very happy under the Care of their Guar- 
dian: She ſoon contracted a peculiar Inti. 
macy with Mr. Merit's Daughter, they 
being nearly of the ſame Age; and as ſhe 
daily improved by thoſe Accompliſhments 
which he beſtowed on her, ſhe in a ſhort 
Time began to appear a fine, promiſing 
young Lady. Alſo her Brother, by the 
Induſtry of the-Clergyman to whoſe Care 
his Education was committed, an to 
make ſome conſiderable Progreſs in the 
Claffics ; but, nevertheleſe, there remained 


in him ſuch a ſtrong hankering after thoſe 


Sports and Diverſions, that he had been 
accuſtomed to in' his Father's Time, as 
was impoſſible to be ſoon ' eradicated. 
bee occaſioned him to take more Delight 
1 at Cards with the Servants, and 
ting of Cocks with the Stable; men, 
JE he could get among them, than 
F101 ET {5865'S Bar k ; ” n 
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And though at theſe Years he ſhewed ; 
ſtrong Propenſity to ſome Vices; yet, ne. 
vertheleſs, he was very good humoured 
and benevolent, and had a great deal oi 
Humanity in him. Whereas Harry Mery 
was of a very grave, ſurly, moroſe and 
cloſe Diſpoſition, much like to his Unck 
Jos; and of a ſtiff, proud, ſullen Deport- 
ment, accompanied with a great deal « 
Ill- nature and Selfiſhneſs in his Tem. 
perament: And though he was inwardly 
as much addicted to Pleaſure and Vice as 
Will Ramble, yet had he the Art to con- 
ceal it, under the Maſk of an affected So- 


ſentir 


very 
« tw 


Word 
neith 


briety of Life and Manners. table, 
This Difference in their Tempers and U 
Behaviour, occaſioned that Vill and heMloud! 


could ſeldom or ever agree together, either ¶ Serva 
at their Books or Diverſions : However, MW Meri 
they took care that none of their Bicker- the 
ings or Fallings-out, ſhould ever come to and v 
Mr. Merits Ears. But one Day theſe {Whiappe 
two being at their Exerciſes together, and MW Enqu 
Will finding his Taſk was too difficult for cry, 
him to manage, deſired Harry Merit to bim, 
give him ſome Aſſiſtance: On which, the II 
other ſurlily aſked him, Whether he“ by 
„ muſt always be plagued with helping a for 

Ffavettive Was _ the 

What 


1ewed hat unjuſt, Will having as good a Genius 
yet, ne. as Harm, though he had not the Advan- 


mourei tage of ſo many Tears Tuition under a 
deal ei good Maſter, ſo he could not forbear re- 
ry Meri ienting it; and returned Harry's Taunt 
ofe and very groſly, by calling him “ An ill-na- 
s Unck , tured Dog.” This produced more 
Depot. Words; and Patience being a Virtue that 


neither Side were poſſeſſed of, they ſoon 


deal o 
fell to Blows; in which, Vill had much 


Tem- 


n ward the Superiority of his Antagoniſt: But as 
Vice u che Scuffle happened in the Room, Will, 
to con- by giving him an unlucky Fall, flung 
ted So- Harry againſt the Frame of a large Oak- 


table, and broke his Arm. 


ers and Upon this Accident Harry roared out ſo 
and he loudly, as ſoon brought ſeveral of the 
„ either Servants to his Aſſiſtance; and alſo Mr. 
owever, Merit himſelf, who heared his Cries into 
Bicker- the Garden, where he was then walking, 
rome to and which fronted the Room that the Fray 
y theſe I happened in. On his Appearance, and 
er, and MEnquiry into the Cauſe of ſuch an Out- 
cult for cry, Harry very diſingenuouſly acquainted 
Terit to him, as well as he was able to f | 


« That he had been abuſed and inſulted 
«* by Vill Ramble for not doing his Taſk 
« for him; who had flung him with all 
„the Violence he could againſt the Ta- 


dle, 


ch, the 
her he 
Pings 
s ſome- 

What 
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© ble, and he believed had broke his 
* Arm, for he was in grievus Pa in, and 
& could not ſtir his Fingers.“ 


Though Mr. Merit was a Man of 
great Gravity, yet on ſeeing his Favourite 
Son (for ſuch Harry was) lying on the 
Floor in great Agonies, and hardly able 
to move, it almoſt diveſted him of all 
Patience: And having a ſlender Cane in 
his Hand, he dealt Vill Ramble two or 
three Blows with it; which was the firſt, 
and indeed, the only Time that ever he 
ſtruck him: Whereupon Mill took to his 
Heels and fled out of the Room. 


. Mr. Merit, after having ordered his 
Son to be carried to bed by the Servants, 
and a Surgeon to be ſent for, commanded 
that Vill ſhould be confined in a Room 
till his Tutor came to give him due Cor: 
rection; and that he ſhould neither have 
Victuals or Drink given him, ' but accord- 
in to his Orders: Thinking, very pro- 
bably, that this might. be an effectual Me- 
thod of cooling that hot Blood in him, 
which had been the Occaſion of his beat- 
ing and abuſing his Son. 3 
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His Commands were ſoon obeyed; and 
poor Will was locked up in a little adjacent 
Room. But having formerly been in- 
dulged with fo much Liberty, his Spirit 
could very ill brook his preſent Confine- 
ment; and as he was alſo in much dread 
of the Chaſtiſement, that he expected to 
receive from his Tutor's Hands, therefore 
he began to think of Means how to free 
himſelf from both. | 


The Place of Durance whereunto Mr.' 
Merit had committed him, being but up 
one Pair of Stairs, and fronting the Gar- 
den, when he perceived all was ſtill, he 
flung open the Caſement; and laying his 
Hands on the Window frame, dropped 
down from thence on a Bed of ſoft 
Mould, that compoſed the Border of the 
Walk underneath; and then, croſſing the 
Garden, he got over a back Door, that 
opened into a Lane, from whence he 
made his Eſcape into a large adjacent 
Thicket, unperceived by any one. 


Here Vill reſted a ſmall Time, to re- 
cover himſelf from the Terror he had 
been in of being detected in his Flight; 
and ſummoned a Council of his Thoughts 

to 


by 


K 112) 
to adviſe whether it was beſt. to return 
back again, or to proceed further. -Incli. 
nation ſtrongly adviſed the former; as be. 
ing now his natural Home, and the only 
Place of Refuge, that he could ſeek from 
the Dangers which he might incur abroad: 
But Fear and Shame urging the Pain and 


Ignominy of the ſevere Chaſtiſement, that 

he muſt certainly expect, on his Return 1 
thither, ſoon brought Will over to their I 4, 
Side, and he reſolved to venture his Safety de pr 
upon his Flight. Thinking, therefore, U. 
that his preſent Situation was not ſo ſecure in 9 * 


from Diſcovery as he could wiſh, on ac- . 5 
count of its being ſo near the Garden, ee 1153 
through which he had eſcaped, and that - 
the Place of his Retreat would be obvious 
to the Family upon ſearching for him; he on 
inſtantly made his Way to a large Heath, | 
about a Mile further, and there concealed ge bb 
himſelf in a thick Cluſter of Furze- - 
buſhes: Here we ſhall leave him, as yet, 
till we have ſhewn how Matters went at WW © 
Home in his Abſence. _ 
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CHAP. IV. 


the Arrival of the Giada, and ber 
Matters that occurred after Will's Flight, 
with the Search that was made for him. 


IT was about Noon-time when the Ac- 

cident happened, that we recounted in 
the preceeding Chapter; and the Tutor 
making it very late before his Arrival (be- 
ing obliged, as it was a Church- day, firſt 
to perform his Function there) the Sur- 
geon, though he came ſeven Miles, got 
to Mr. Merit s before him. 

On viewing Harry 8 Arm, "i preſently 
found that it * broke nearly in the Mid- 
dle, between the Elbow and Shoulder; 
and immediately applied himſelf to the 
ſetting of it: This he performed with 
great Dexterity in a ſhort Time, though 
not without putting his Patient to ſome 
unavordable* Pain: After which, he took 
away fome Blood from him, to keep him 
out of any Danger of a Fever, from 'the 
Anguiſh of his broken Bone. | 


. * 


— 


the Cruelty, 
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While theſe Operations were performing 


the Tutor came in, and was exceeding 


alarmed at the Accident; but adviſed Mr 


Merit not to afflict himſelf too much 


thereupon, as from the celebrated Skill of 


the Surgeon, and the Youth: of his Son, 


he was in great Hopes that the fractured 


Bone would ſoon join again. And when 


the Surgeon had compleated his Buſineß, 
Mr, Merit invited him and the Curate ty 
take a Glaſs of Wine, by Way of Re. 
freſhment, himſelf bearing them Com- 
Þany. 4 | 192110 11 is 4B) | 


Eten Fx D l +5 -f 44 65 
While theſe . three Gentlemen wen 


drinking their Wine, and talking of the 


— * 


Gentlemen were extremely ſurprized at 
the and Harſhnefs, mY Ex- 
reſſion: But they. did not, conſider, 
P t though the Surgeon; was a Man of 
tha t Ability in his Profeſſion, yet he was 
grea of thoſe flinty-hearted Gentlemen, 
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pom Nature, or Habit has rendered ſo 
inſenſible of the Miſery ry, to which their 
practice oftentimes obliges them to put 
their Fellow-creatures, that thereby they 
have juſtly acquired the Name of Butcher- 
Surgeons z to diſtinguiſh them from others 
of their Profeſſion, who are more tender- 
hearted and eee | 


The Curate, though ke was a very wild 


Man, declared that Vill deſerved to be 
ſharply chaſtiſed, and obliged afterwards 
to aſk Mr. Merit's Son Pardon, for the 
Injury he had done him; and alſo that he 
would be kept cloſely confined to his 
Book, during the whole Time that the 
other was detained from his Learning, by 
his broken Arm. — But the good Man 


pronounced this Sentence, on hearing the 


Matter repreſented in the worſt and falſeſt 
Light, that it could poſſibly be placed in; 
which Was, that Wit had been the Ag- 
greſſor, and inſulted the other for not do- 
ing his Taſk for him, 


Mr. Merits Anger ag rainſt Wi 1 was by 
this Time pretty much ed For to ſa 
the Truth, he was very little under the 


Influence -of that PaMcn © and whenever 


W by it, the Continuance was but 


Sentence, but would by no Means ſuffe 


confining him to his Books for ſo long | 
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mort. He, therefore readily acquieſce{ 
with the Curate in the latter Part of hi 


the former to be executed: In lieu whereg 
he directed that Jill ſhould have prope 
Correction with a Rod, and afterwards hy 
admoniſhed very ſtrongly of the fat! 
Conſequences generally attending ſud 
raſh and unbecoming Actions: Saying 
withal, „That as he was the Son of a de 
% ceaſed Friend, and left to his Care; h! 
«© thought himſelf in Duty bound to uſ: 
« leſs Severity to him on this Occaſion 
« than if he had been one of his om 
„ Children.” . Although he looked up 
Will as thoroughly convicted on his Son's E 
vidence, whom he had never yet found in at 
Untruth, {till he was willing to hear what 
he had to ſay for himſelf, before this Sen 
tence was put in Execution; out of Hope 
that his Penitence, or ſome other , Ple: 
might occaſion it to be mitigated. For ht 
thought even the depriving him of hire th 
Liberty was rather too ſevere ; and thi 


Time together, might create in him an 
egtire Averſion to ſtudy: Wherefore ha 
ſent one of his Servants to fetch Will be 
fore him. 


* 
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The Servant ſoon returned, with an 


cquieſce returne 

irt of hiccount that Will was not in the Room 
ins ſuffal here he had been confined; but as he 
Where und the Caſement wide open, he ima- 


ined that he had leaped out that Way, 


e pr | 
OY nd had hid himſelf. On this Report the 


wards ht 


the faul arden was ordered to be ſearched for 
ag ſucim, and afterwards the Houſe, Stables, 

Saying *- But all in vain, for William was not 
of a de be found in any of them: Only on a 
Dare; heWecond Examination of the Garden, his 


ootſteps were traced from the aforeſaid 
Room Window, acroſs ſome Beds (for he 
lid not ſtand to pick his Way) to the 
arden Door, upon which he had left 


ome of the Mould that had ſtuck to his " 
cet in climbing over. | 


id to uſe 
ccaſion 
his owt 
ed upoi 
Son's E. 


ind in at 


ear what 

this Sen Though they could track him no far- 

of Hope her by his Foot-ſteps, yet this gave them 
er Pie ſtrong Suſpicion of his being fled into oy 
For e adjacent Thicket in the Lane; there: 
a of hore they ſearched it through and through, 1 
ind rh! Night obliged them to give over 

o long 1 king for him. In the mean while, 

him ze Surgeon, having finiſhed his Buſi- 

efore he jels for that Time, and the Curate 

Vill bending that Will had eſcaped the Birch, 


which - 
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which. he had ordered the Gardiner 9 
provide, both took Leave of Mr. . 
nit; who remained TEL diſconſolate, 
the Accident that had happened to hi 


Son, and much vexed, Thi. his Servant 
were not able to find Will Ramble. 


CHAR 


10nat« 


dt his 


late, On 
d to hi 
Servants 


HAR, 
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0H AP. V. 


e Chace after Will; and the finding ano- 
ther Perſon, of a different" Sex, inſtead of 


bim. 


LTHOUGH Mr. Merit had given 

Orders to his Servants, the Evening 
tore, to come to his Chamber and let 
im know whenever they diſcovered Vill, 
r that he came to the Door; yet on 
earing no Tidings of him all the Night 
ng, he enjoyed but very little Reſt. 
herefore, riſing early the next Morning, 
e ordered the Houſe, Gardens, Stables 
nd Thicket, to be ſearched over again: 
Vhich was executed with as little Succeſs 
s the Time before. 


Various were now the Conjectures of 
he Family upon HiPs abſconding: 
oſt of them imagined that he was fled 
o ſome of his late Father's Tenants, and 
ad there found Shelter among them; 
hile others, who knew his Temper, and 
hat he was hot, fiery, and very paſ- 
ionate, - conceived a much worſe Opinion 
tf his Elopement; and really imagined. 
that 


| ( 120 ) 
that he had either drowned himſelf 
ſome of the Canals, in the Gardens, 
had hanged himſelf on ſome Tree in th 
Thicket, or in the adjacent Fields. 


; As both Louiſa and his Siſter And 


were very much in dread of the form 


es In 
ound 
pointer 
f Sho! 
reated 
o his 
ot on 


Accident, ſo. they ſtrongly ſolicited Mod 
Merit that all the Ponds and Canals. mig ho 
be dragged and ſearched ; which he wil ner 
upon the Pbint of ordering to be done, jelight 
their Entreaties, When a Thought ſtrud hat of 
into his Mind of making a. previo 

Trial another Way: For he could 9 On 
conceive, that it was poſſible for ſuch Wheir ! 
wicked Act to enter into the Head of ano V 


rational Creature in their Senſes, and eſpe ¶ hence 
cially into that of ſuch a Youth as Mo the 
Ramble. | 13697-4443 urze- 
8 : E494 light, 

Mr. Merit, in his younger Days, be he wi 
fore he betook himſelf to the Study Mis Br 
the Law, had been ſomewhat of a Sport\{Wogeth: 
man; and even at that Time, and ſino om pa 
he had been in the Commiſſion of the 
Neace, had known. ſeveral Inſtances It b 
Thieves and Robbers having been traceWp"d th 
and diſcovered by the Scent of BloodWhis E 


hounds: A Practice very common in theants, 
Northeru Parts, as well as in moſt Cou 


tie 
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his + Slots hitherto; and when they wer 
come up among the Furze-Buſhes, ſome a 
his Hunters diſcover'd he had been then 
lately by his FFewmets ; which he had le 
not only on the Ground, but alſo upon 
a Piece of Paper, whereon there was ſome 
Writing, that was ſoon diſcovered to be 
Will's Hand. For having a Call of Ne. 
oeſſity in the Morning, before he unkenel. 
ed, he had been obliged to make uſe of the 
(aid Paper, out of a Point of Cleanlineſß 


all ot] 
the B. 
hey C 
was al 


as he had no other about him; and had leſt th 
it there with a freſh Endorſement, which he unde 
little imagined would have been of an — 
Significancy to his Purſuers. "Mi 
gain 11 


As they were very well aſſured by thy 
aforefaid gilt Loken, that they were in the 


right Trail for their Game, the Dogs wer Ly * 
encouraged, and put on afreſh z whereupon 4 
they followed him with a full Scent ow. nluck 
plowed Fields, and other Lands, for abou... 


five Miles, till they came to a large Moor 
acroſs which ran a ſmall River. Here the 
traced Will to the Ford, where they foun 


themſelves at a Loſs for ſome Time; elia a 
| , the Hounds over tothe other * ccour 
Betting he oth 


+ Terms of the Chace ſor the Tread and Dung 
Deer | 
| F 
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y were Whey ſet them on to a freſh Trail, which 
me of Wl: tey purſued till they came to a Road 
* when the Blood-hounds ſtopt ſhort, and 


Iboth Men and Dogs were entirely caſt out. 
upon | 
s ſome 


to be 
F Ne- 
zkenel- 
» of the 
nlineſs, 


nad let 


They tried up and down the Road, and 
all other Ways, to recover the Scent; but 
he Blood-hounds being entirely at a Fault, 
hey determined to crofs' the Moor, which 
vas about three Miles over, to a Village 
hat lay on the other Side, and there to 
make Enquiry after Vill: But on their 


hich be Arrival, they could not hear any Ti- 
of any ings of him ; wherefore, after getting: 


ſome Refreſhment, they returned back a- 


by th e +90 
e in the During this, the whole Family were in 
gs wenge greateſt Concern, on Account of the loſt 
ereupaßgrouch: For though he was very arch and 
ent 1 nlucky, he was exceedingly well- beloved 
or a 


among them ; excepting by Harry Merit, 
ho laid all this Time in his Bed, heartily 
lee theſ mihing he might never return again. But 
is Vill was entirely in the Affection of A- 
elia and Louiſa, their Uneaſineſs on his 
her Sidt Account, was greater than that of any of 

he others. Therefore, they agreed to pr 
heir uſual Morning's Ride, to ſearch - af- 
er him, among the late Mr. Rambles Te- 


47 2 nants, 
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nants, where they imagined he lay con. Nretur 


cealed ; and taking a Servant with them, that 
they accordingly ſet out, after a ſlight dow: 
Breakfaſt, to Mr. Ramble's Eſtate, in queſt gage 
of William. tacle, 
| | tal Mod 
They had not rode above four Mile their: 
from Home, when, going along a Bride a litt 
Way, that led through a large Wood, they {the 5 
were ſurprized at hearing a human Voice, WW was f 
making great Moan. They immediately direct 
ſtopt their Horſes, and lighting, faſtened flung 
them to the Trees; when they ruſhed into Anneli 
the Wood, the Servant going foremoſt ; 8 Pock 
imagining that now they had found Will, Wi! at 
from whom they took thoſe diſmal La | 
mentations to proceed. Th 
ſtrugg 


But how great was their Aſtoniſhment while 
when advancing about five HundredM their 
Yards, they perceived—not il. but: to the 

oung Woman tied down to the Trunk of the n 
a Tree, that had lately been felled : She vu ance, 
naked all but her Shift, and in ſtruggling occaſi 
to unlooſe the Cords, had deeply cut and Louiſa 
tore her Fleſh. in a miſerable Manner. Bottle 


99 5 0: T6: | 2 1 her P. 
At the Sight of this Object, the tu gain. 
Ladies immediately gave a loud Skream 


with t 
and knew not whether to go forward, ang sh. 
Tan return 


2 1 
5 


Rs, | 
return to their Horſes : For the Poſture 


y con- 
b them, that young Woman was laid in, being tied 
2 fight down on her Back, and ſhe trying to diſen- 
in quet I gage herſelf, had rendered her ſuch a Spec 
tacle, as was not very agreeable to the 
Modeſty of two Virgins, with a Man in 
Miles ¶cheir: Company. On recovering themſelves 
Bride Wa little from their Suprize, they ordered 
od, they the Servant to fetch his Great. Coat, which 
Voice vas faſten'd behind his Saddle; and then 
ediately I directing him to ſtand at a Diſtance, they 
faſtenel flung it over the young Woman; and 
ied into Amelia taking a Penknife out of her 
-emolt ; Pocket, cut the Cords, and ſet the Dam- 
d Wil. |! at Liberty. | Fan 
nal La 


The poor Creature was ſo faint with 
ſtruggling to get free, having lain a long 
while in this diſmal Poſture, that on 
their releaſing her from the Cords, ſhe fell 
to the Ground ; when being over joyed at 


ſhment, 
Iundred 


— but: 


runk a the meeting with ſuch unexpected Aſſiſt- 
She wu ance, and finding herſelf again at Liberty, it 
ugglingoccaſioned her inſtantly to faint away; but 
cut and Louiſa having a little Caſe of Smelling 


Bottles, of Hartſhorn Drops and Salts in 


er. 
| her Pocket, ſhe ſoon brought her to herſelf 


the tui again. The two Ladies then helped her on 
kream with the Footman's Great Coat; but find- 
rard, og ſhe was ſcarce able to ſpeak, much lefs 

return G 3 to 
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to ſtand or go, they diſpatched the Serva 
to a ſmall Brook, that ran by the Wood 
ſide, for ſome Water; which he was « 
bliged to fetch in his Hat, having no othe 
hollow Conveniency in Readineſs. 


; Whenthey had brought the young WO 
man to her Speech a little, they asked he 
who ſhe was, and how ſhe came to þ 
in ſuch a terrible Condition ? To whid 
ſhe anſwered, her Name was Watkins; tha 
ſhe was the Daughter-in-Law of a Gentle 
man in Lancaſhire ; and travelling acro 

the Country to Hull, with a Servant who 
was to conduct her thither, ſhe had bei 
robbed by him, and afterwards ſtrippe 

and bound in the Manner they ſaw. 


Upon hearing this, and as the young 

. a” 3 to doubt the Tu 
of what ſhe ſaid, they directed her to g 
upon the Trunk of the Tree to which {þ 
had been bound, and from thence the 
| lifted her on Horſeback behind their Ser 
. vant : Then quitting the Purſuit of Wi 
' Ramble, they conducted her ſafe Hom 
with them; and after ſome Refreſhmen 
they had her put into a warm Bed, where the 
left her to compoſe herſelf, Mr. Merit, an 
the reſt of the Company that had my 


4 


ae) 
| Servant 
2 Wood 
WAS 9. 
no other 


ad on his Daughter's acquaiating him with 
he Manner of their finding the young 
Voman bound in the Wood, he was ex- 
eedingly pleaſed with the Care they had 
aken of her ; and highly applauded them 
or the Humanity they had ſhewn on this 
Dccaſion. Now although Mr. Merit was 
ery anxious to hear from her own Mouth 
zow ſhe came to be in ſuch diſmal Circum- 
ances, as he had Hopes, that by a ſpeedy 
urſuit the Villains that had robbed her, 


Ing Wo. 
Sked her 
e to be 
0 which 
ins; tha 
i Gentle. 


g acrolnight be overtaken ; yet on his being in- 
rant widMormed that ſhe was gone to Reſt, his good 
had beti Nature would not ſuffer her _ be diſ- 
ſtripe urbed. f 

W. 


He was pretty much fatigued with his 


1e younThace, and not a little chagrined at his 
he Trulli Diſappointment, in not overtaking his 
er to Hard: But though Mr. Merit, and his 
vhich HH ttendants, met with ſuch ill Succeſs. yet 


nce the t ſhall not deter us from undertaking the 


heir Se ike Purſuit; as we think it high Time to 
- of V aquire after Mill Ramble, which we ſhall 

e Hom proceed to do ge ee 8 

eſhmen 

here the BE 

derit, au A | „ $0101 


hace of Will Ramble, returned ſoon after; 


| 
| 
| 


1 


C HAP. VI. 


| Will Ramble's Progreſs. into Notting: 
hamſhire. 


NATE left poor Will conceiled on: 
Heath among ſome Furze-buſhes, 


where he took up his Lodging for tha Jour 
Night; and from thence made his Way Halt 
the next Morning to the aforeſaid Me, -h. 
where the Dogs were flung out in the , 
Purſuit of him: For as Vill had been req 
uſed to go a hunting with his Father, h cheir 
knew the Courſe of the Country ven ford: 
well. 5 
Here he forded the River, that ve Coac 
mentioned in our laſt Chapter, and walk and 
ed, or rather ran, till he came to the Roa: 
great Road which leads to King ton upon this 
Hull; where "ſpying a Stage-coach//at' 4M the 
Diſtance, he ſat down and reſted imſel Wy comi 
till it came up to him: When, there be-. dow! 
ing but one Paſſenger therein, he - bar- iſ Cou! 
gained with the Coachman to tarry him here 
to the next Town, which was : Bever/c;, WW vpor 
from whence he wg then about ſeven feein 
Miles diſtant. On his Arrival there, he 


diſcharged 


tting- 


d on 1 
buſhes, 
or that 
Ss Way 
d Meer, 
in the 
d been 
her, he 


y very 


hat we 
d walks 

to the 
pol 


h at 4 


Aimſclt 


ere be. 
W | bar- 
ry him 
zeverle), 
: ſeven 


ere, hel 


charged 
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diſcharged his Coach. For having had 
2 Crown given him by Mr. Merit for 
Pocket-money, the Day before his Elope- 
ment, he had turned it to ſo much Ad- 
vantage at Cards, that Night, with Mr. 
Harry Merit as to win Half a Guinea, 
from him, beſides a Crown more from 
ſome of the Servants; ſo that he was 
pretty well provided with Caſh for his 
Journey. And, perhaps, the loſing that 
Half-guinea, might put Harry in ſuch an 
Ill humour as induced him not to oblige 
Will, the next Morning, in the Favour he 
requeſted of him; and. which occaſioned 
their falling out: For Harry was of a very 
lordid, covetous Temper. 


When Will arrived at Beverley, where the 
Coach baited, he got ſome Retreſhment z 
and thififwing it not ſafe to keep the main 
Road any longer, he quitted it on leaving 
this Town, and proceeded on Foot acroſs 
the Country ſeveral Miles together; till 
coming to a Knoll, or little Hill, he ſat 
down to reſt himſelt, and conſider what 
Courſe to take, While he was fitting 
here, a Lad, who was keeping of Sheep 
upon the Knoll, came up to him; and 
ſeeing Will very well dreſſed, begged of 
him for a Penny to buy ſome Bread and 
9 8 G5 Cheeſe: 


61300 
Cheeſe :' Nil who was of a very generons 
Spirit, inſtantly put his Hand in his Pock. 
et; and pulling out three Half-pence, 
which was all the Copper he had, gave 
it to the Lad, for which he was very 
thankful. BUF 


As from this little Aſcent he could ſee 
2 good Way round about him, he took 
the Opportunity of enquiring of the Lad, 
the Names of ſuchTowns and Villages as 
he perceived at a Diſtance, and the Ways 
that lead to them: He alſo asked him, 
who he lived with, and- what Wages he 
had. To whom the Lad anſwered : That 
„ he lived with Farmer Stubley; and had 
* Three-pence aDay,and aSunday's Dinner, 
„ for looking after his Sheep.“ While they 
were diſcourling together, a ſudden thought 
ſtruck into Will's Head; which was, that 
in caſe he ſhould be followed by any of 
Mr. Merit's Family, his Dreſs would cer- 
tainly betray him to his Purſuers: There- 
fore, to prevent ſuch a * he im- 
mediately propoſed. changing of Cloaths 
with the Lad. Mill had on at that Time 
a fine Cloath Coat, with Braſs Buttons, 
and a red Waiſtcoat edged with Silver 
Twiſt; wherefore the Propoſal of ex- 
changing them {jor a coarle, ragged, Drad 
| | Coat, 


nerous 
P ock- 
pence, 
) gave 
S very 


11d ſee 
> took 
e Lad, 
ges as 
Ways 
| him, 
ges he 
That 
nd had 
Dinner, 
le they 
10ught 
s, that 
any of 
Id cer- 
There- 
he im- 
-loaths 
Time 
uttons, 
Silver 
of ex- 
, Drab 

Coat, 
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Coat, and an old tattered: Flannel Waiſt- 
coat, very much aſtoniſhed the Lad; and 
made him think that Mill had not come 
fairly by that fine Apparel, (for ſuch it 
was in his Eye) which he was ſo ready to 
part with for much worſe. Although the 


upon Will's offering him a Shilling into 
the Bargain, which by the Way, was al- 
moſt half as much as all the Cloaths 
on the other's Back were worth; and 
the Lad knowing the Value of Money, 
better than that of #/7/s Apparel, ſtood 
no longer in his own Light, but in- 
ſtantly conſented to the Barter. Upon 
this, Vill delivered his Coat, Waiſtcoat, 
and Hat to the Lad, and put on his 
old ones. As for Breeches, Will's be- 
ing of Buckſkin, and the Lad's very 
ragged, he choſe to keep his own; 
ſo taking Leave of his Companion, he 
trudged on acroſs the Country, and in'a 
ſhort Time arrived upon the Borders of 
Nottinghamſhire. | 


As it happened, Will Ramble was pretty 
nght in his Notion of exchanging Cloaths, 
to prevent his being diſcover'd.; for Mr. 
Merit, his Guardian, on hearing no Ti- 
dings of him, oa Meitengers 4 


Lad was poor, yet he was honeſt: But 


© — 22 — 
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all the Towns and Villages that were! 
round about, with a Deſcription of his 
Perſon and Dreſs in Writing, and a Re. 
vard for bringing him Home; which he 
ordered them to affix up at proper. Places, 
and ſent one, among the reſt, after him by 
a Servant to Beverley: For Mr. Merit 
knowing Will to be of a wild Inclination, 
was afraid that he ſhould light in bad Com- 
pany, or ſome other Accident ſhould be. 
fal him. 63. | 


On the Servant's coming to Beverley, he 
ſoon got Intelligence of the young Gentle- 
man's Arrival there, in the Hull Coach; but 
he could make no farther Diſcovery of his 
| Progreſs : He ſtaid there part of that Day, 
and ſent Menin ſearch for him to all the ad- 
jacent Villages: Nevertheleſs, as Will had 
very carefully avoided going through any 
of them, but kept to the open Fields and 
Heaths for many Miles, ſo moſt of thole 
employed, returned without any News of 
him. However, one Country Fellow, who 
went upon this Occaſion, happened to be 
the Brother of the Lad with whom Will had 
exchanged Apparel; and meeting with a 
- Farmer's Servant, who lived in that Neigh- 
bourhood, and was coming on Horſeback 
to Beverley, about ſome Buſineſs of his _— 
Mt er's 


were 


Ff his 


Re- | 


ch he 
laces, 
im by 
Merit 
lation, 
Com- 


d be- 


ley, he 
zentlie- 
h ; but 
of his 
it Day, 
the ad- 
7711 had 
zh any 
ds and 
pf thole 
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V, who 
| to be 
Vill had 
with a 
Neigh- 
rſeback 
11s Ma- 
ſter's 
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ſter's 3 he took the rtunity of! askin 
how all did at Patel Loa and — 
his Brother was? To which the other 
directly anſwered, „What, Jack? Oh 
Jack's grown a Gentleman.“ A Gen- 
« tleman, ſays his Brother I know he 
« was always a ſaucy Dog; but what has 
« he done now?“ „Done,“ replied the o- 
ther, Virny done, no Harm fackins as 
« I know of ; but has only got himſelf 


« ſome fine Cloaths, and goes like a 


„ Lord.” „ What Cloaths, replied the 
Brother? how:did he come by them? 
© Oh! that I know not neither, ſays 
the Man; but he has gotten himſelf a 
good Coat and Har, and fine laced red 
„Jacket; he ſays that ſome young Gen- 
« tleman has given them him for his old 

« one's, but that is a likely St truly! | 
„ *Tis well if he han't ſtolen em, and ſo 
« thinks his Meaſter and Deam. No, 
% no, ſays the Lad's Brother, tho'f he's 


*.unlucky, I believe him honeſt.” He 


then parted with the Man, and went 
on to the next Village whither he 
was ſent. But in going thither, and 
muſing on his Brother's fine Cloaths, 


it came into his Head, that theſe very 


Cloaths, which made his Brother ſo much 
talked of, muſt have been thoſe the young 
Gentleman went away in: And upon ſe- 


cond 
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cond Thoughts, for he was none of yy 
very quick witted Fellows, that can con 
pare their Ideas readily together as the 
occur; therefore, upon ſecond Though 
I ſay, he recollected that Jack's nei 
Preſs, anſwer'd exactly to the Deſcriptia 
given him of -the young Gentleman's. 


furtbe 
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Having, therefore, made a vain Enqui 
at the next Village, he returned at Nigh 
to the Inn where Mr. Merit's Servant w. 
and related to him the Account he had re 
ceived from the Man: Adding, with: 
that as his Brother Fack was a very honef 
Lad, he didn't ſee how he could come | 
'em, unleſs the Gentleman had given 'en 
to him. 


The Servant conjectured immediately 
upon hearing this Story, that the Cloath 
muſt be the very ſame which Vill Ramil 
had on, when he left Mr. Merit's. There 
fore he paid the Man for what he had em 
ployed him in, and alſo hired him and 
Horſe, to ſhew him the Way to the Far 
mer's, where Jack lived; but as it wa 
Night, and they muſt be obliged to cro 
a very wild Part of the Country, the Jour 
ney was deferred till the next Morning. 


C HA 
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C.H AP, V. 


further Account of Will Ramble” s Progreſs, 
and the Purſuit after him. 


R. Merit's Servant, and the Man, ſet 

out together early the Day follow- 
g, and came to the Farm-houle where 
ck lived. Here the Relation was con- 
med from his Dame, that Jack had 
dt ſome fine Cloaths given him by a young 
entleman, and a Shilling to boot, for the 
xchange of his old ones : And, upon the 
ad's being ſent for, Mr. Merit” s Servant 
dt only knew the Cloaths again; but alſo 
und fe Fack's Deſcri tion, that he had 
em am Wil Ramble himſelf, | 


Therefore, * * of the Lad which 
ay Will took, he and the Lad's Brother 


ediately 
Cloathy 
Kamil 

There 


nad em t out to another Village, about ten Miles 

n and Wither in the Purſuit of him: But as 

he Fai! had turned off to the Right, before he 
it wayſpme-to that Village, ſo they could hear 

to crolÞthing of him in that Place. « 

ie Jour 

2 As Mr. Merit had given all thoſe whom 


> ſent out on this Occaſion, a ftrict 
HAP Charge 
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Charge, if they heard any Thing of 7/1, Iich: 
go on till they came up with him; and th or ab 
Servant finding he could trace him m 
farther, thought it was the beſt Way u By 
carry Zack back with him to his Maſter WWretty 
that Mr. Merit might be ſatisfied from theſe ctting 
Lad's own. Mouth, of what he knew conWcure h 
cerning Will. Therefore, mounting Je was 
behind his Brother, he conducted then again. 
both home with him. with at 
4 fo Cottag 
During this Time, Vill had made ſud lage. 
Expedition, that (though he was oblig comin: 
to go a conſiderable Way about to cr vas th 
ſome Rivers, which. lay in his Journey) th taking 
in three Days from his ſetting out, he hallihis Ap 
netrated ſome Way into Nettingbamſtin Place 
There he reſted himſelf a little; and heu Affirm 
ing that on the Morrow, which was MHhe con 
chaelmas-Day, there was to be a Fair at chat 
Town a few Miles diftant from where , Ho! 
was, he went thither to ſee ſome Diverſion. Upon 
with h 
The Coat which he had purchaſed ment 
Jack being now almoſt torn to Pieces Hock 
the Briars, in Will's going through Hedi Comm 
with it, made him reſolve to buy anothehim a 
if he could meet with one at the Fair; whidMWwhich 
Work 


he accordingly did, and ſuited himſe 


ui ve mi 
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Will, ich a tolerable good Second-Hand one, 
and tie or about three or four Shillings. 
nim 80 9 | | 
Nay u By this Time Will's Money grew 


aſter's; 
rom the 
ew con- 


pretty low; therefore he began to think of 
getting into ſome Way of Buſineſs, to pro- 
cure himſelf ſomewhat to ſubſiſt on; for 


ng 7ariWhe was fully reſolved not to return home 
d thenfW:cain. He had now taken up his Lodging 


with an old Woman, that dwelt in a little 
4 Cottage, on the back Side of a ſmall Vil- 
ide lud 


lage. Her Landlord being a Farmer, and 
obligei coming to the Houſe one Day while Vill 


to col 


was there, ſeeing he had a good Look, and 


ey) tha taking him for fome poor Country Lad, by 
, he haWhis Apparel, aſked him if he wanted a 
bamſtin Place: To which Will anſwering in the 
nd her Affirmative, the Farmer demanded what 
vas Mbe could do? Whereupon, Will replied, 
air at chat he could keep Sheep, look after 
here . fHFHorſes, or do any other domeſtic Work.“ 
verſion Upon this, the Farmer took Will home 


with him on Trial; and the firſt Employ- 


haſed ment he ſet him to, was to keep a large 


ieces Flock of Sheep, that he had upon the 
Hedę Common; for which he bargained to give 
anothehim a Shilling a Week and his Board, 
r; Which which was very good Wages for ſuch 


Work in that Part of the Country. Here 
we muſt leave Vill in his new Occupa- 
| tion, 


himſel 
WI 
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tion, and take a Step back, to ſee hoy 
Matters went on at Mr. Merit's; where the 
Servant had by this Time brought the Bo; 
with Vill's Cloaths on, and his Brod 
It was with ſome Difficulty, that he could 
get the Former thither : For he under. 
ſtanding upon the Road, that Mr. Meri 
was a Juſtice of Peace, had entertained 
fome terrible Notions, that the. Servant 
and Brother were going to carry him before 
that Gentleman, in order to his being 
committed to Goal. 


Though the Man did all hut was in his 
Power to perſuade the Lad to the contrary 
of his Surmiſes; and the Brother alledged 
that he could not be committed, unleſs fome- 
-body laid a Robbery to his Charge upon 
Oath; yet all this had ſuch little Weight 
with Jack, that he would fain have eſcaped 
from them, if he could have found Means: 
But there not happening an Opportunity, 
he was obliged to go on till he came to 
Mr. Merit's; of whom Fack's Brother had 
heard ſuch a good Character before, that 
a under no ſuch Apprehenfions as the 

_— | 


On their dads at Mr. Merit's, he ex- 


amined Ws Lad how he came by the C _ 
e 
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e hon he had on; who related the whole Affair 
ere the ſo punctual, that though Mr. Merit put 
he Boy WW {cveral croſs Interrogations to him, yet 
rother, ¶ he could not perceive the leaſt Contradic- 


could tion in his Anſwers, and therefore had 
under. no Room to ſuſpect that Jack told him a 
Merit Lye. | 
rtained ; | 
zervant However, as he was not willing to part 
| before with the Lad, till fuch Time as he could 
being hear ſome farther Tidings of his Ward; ſo 
he thought it beſt to detain him by fair 
Means: Though perhaps ſome other Ma- 
in his giftrates of more Auſterity, would have 
ntrarj il made very little or no Scruple of doing it 
ledged i by Compulſion : Or it is very likely they 
ſome · WF would have committed him to Goal, on 
e upon the Suſpicion of having committed a Rob- 
Weight bery, by Will's Cloaths being found upon 
ſcaped i him, as he had no Proof of obtaining 
Means: honeſtly ; and the Exchange might, by 
tunity, ſuch, have been conſtrued to be too im- 
ame to probable to gain Belief. Mr. Merit there- 
er had tore, ordered the Servant to take Jack 
e, tha i and his Brother into the Kitchen, and give 
as thei them ſome. Victuals and Drink; after 
| which, he gave the Man a Crown for his 
Trouble, beſides paying his Horſe-hire; 
and offered Fack a Place in his Service, 
which he, at his Brother's Perſuaſion, very 
rea- 


"” "—_— —ﬀ - - 


to ſay the Truth, Jack was more pleaſed 
at the Surrender of his Finery, than the 


of the moſt gallant Birth-Day Suit. 


The Lad being thus diveſted of his new, 
and to him uneaſy Habiliments; and his 
Brother perceiving that he was likely to bend in 
well provided for at Mr. Merits, took hs 
Leave of him and departed Home. 


| ſome judiciary Buſineſs for two Days paſt; 
ſo he had not as yet met with Leiſure to 
hear the young Gentlewoman's Account 


of herſelf, and of the Manner how ſhe came 


6 


„ 
readily embraced. He then deſired the 
Lad to pull off Mill's Cloaths, and made 
him put on a Suit of his Stable- Boy's, til 
ſuch Time as he had a more proper Garh 
than Will's provided for him. Our Reade 
may think, pehaps, that Fack was a litth 


diſpleaſed at being ſtript of his Finery;Wbligec 
but, on the contrary, the Lad was over. is Bro 
Joyed at it. For he had led ſuch an unealy cr it: 
Life, ever ſince he had worn WilPs Apps Wy his! 
rel, by his Maſter and Dame, and the ound 
Country Fellows jeering at his Finery; d, ſhe 
beſides the Trouble he expected he Hot out 
had brought himſelf into by them; that, it, 


ner ed t 
er inte 
accord! 
lies, h 
7 leaſed 
tances 
ion in 


eateſt Beau could be, on the Acquiſitio 


As Mr. Merit had been Abroad upon 


inte 
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red tel to that diſmal Condition, in which his 

d mad aughter and Amelia had found her in the 
85 til ood. He would, indeed, have willingly 

r Gard ttended to her Story the very next Morn- 

Reade ng; but ſhe being very much diſordered 
a lite y the Fright and Fatigue, and himſelf 
Finery;{Wbbliged to ſet out early to meet ſome of 
s over. is Brother Juſtices, he was obliged to de- 
uneal er it: Eſpecially, as ſhe ſent him Word, 
; Apps y bis Daughter, that the Villain, who had 
nd the ound her, being exceedingly well mount- 
Finery; d, ſhe judged that he mult certainly have 


ted he 
3 that, 
plealed 
1an the 
uiſition 


got out of Reach by that Time. But Mr. 
it, having now ſome ſpare Minutes, or- 
lered his Daughter and Amelia to conduct 
er into the Parlour to him: When being 
accordingly introduced by the young La- 
lies, he deſired her to ſeat herſelf, and be 
pleaſed to acquaint him with her Circum- 
tances; whereupon ſhe began her Rela- 
ion in the Manner, which the Reader will 
nd in the next Chapter. . 


lis new, 
and his 
ly to be 
ook ths 


d upon 
7s paſt; 
iſure to 
\ ccount 
je came 

inte 
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N C HAP. VII. 
In which Miſs Watkins begins to relate by 


Adventures. | 
| Patier 
] Do not doubt, Sir, that you have been Mann 
as much ſurprized as theſe two Ladies 
« were, at my being found in a Wood; andi © My 
tied down to a Tree, in fuch a barbarouMf born 
© and inhuman Manner. But, before I Fathe 
0 3 to give an Account of myſelf, Place 
I think ir firſt behoves me in Gratitude, WF |<!t n 
to return them my humble Thanks for 128 
their Charity, in releaſing me from tha Fortu 
* miſerable Condition, and their Goodneiſ of on 
in conducting me hither; and then, Sin Freie 
to make you the ſame hearty Ack now. e eit 
ledgment, for the great Care, and the hon 
kind and hoſpitable Entertainment tha. y 
* you have been ſo good as to beſtowp*)* M 
on me, ſince I have been in you (Fach 


Houſe.“ „ As we have none of us done Dec 


« more than what was our Duty,“ replies Sir,! 
Mr. Merit, I beg, Madam, that you vil this! 
ce be pleaſed to proceed without any far- ſuppe 
« ther Compliments.” Upon which fh thou 


went on thus: Previous to my giving 


his I 
an Account of my coming into that 05 
, F4 * J 


n your 
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diſmal Situatien in which I was found, 
it will be neceſſary, I believe, Sir, to 
inform you of my Birth, and ſome Ac- 
cidents — 2 to this Misfortune; 
and which, indeed, were the Cauſe of it: 
Not to treſpaſs then too much on your 
Patience, I ſhall do this in as conciſe a 
Manner as is poſſible.” 


My Name is Elizabeth Watkins. I was 
born at Liverpool, in Lancaſhire, and my 
Father was a wealthy Merchant of that 
Place: But he dying when I was young, 
left me under my Mother's Care ; ha- 
ving firſt bequeathed mea very handſome 
Fortune, whach was lodged in the Hands 
of one of his Friends, who lived near 
Preſcot, a pleaſant Place at about ſeven 
or eight Miles Diſtance from Liverpool , 

ho he appointed Joint Executor with 
my Mother to his Will.“ Pray Madam,” 


ays Mr. Merit © How much might your 
Father leave you at the Time of his 
Deceaſe? Pie Thouſand Pounds, 


Sir, ſaid ſhe, which he entruſted with 
this Exec utor of his; who being a Man 
ſuppoſed of a good Eſtate, my Father 
thought the Money would be fafer in 
his Hands, than in any Merchant's of 


the Flues For although be had the 


* good 


r — U — . —˙- , 55s 


— 
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fs Fortune himſelf, to profit very wel | 
* by Commerce; yet he was ſenſible thai poſſi 
MNMerchandizing is very precarious. HF him 
* ordered by his Will, that this Gentlema dear 
* ſhould either keep my Fortune in H lieve 
on Hands, till I was married, allo, had 
* ing me legal Intereſt for the ſame, or ee brok 
that he ſhould put it out for me in ſom i Tim 
© of the publick Funds: In either d indu 
« which Caſes, he was to pay my Mothef gave 
for my Board and Maintenance; and I kind 
Vas to receive the Surplus of what ard ly up 
from the Intereſt, when 1 arrived 2 of h 
Age ſuch 
her, 

And how old may you be at preſent care. 


«© Madam,” ſays Mr. Merit,“ if I may be per he v 
«© mitted to ask ſuch an unpolite Queſtion! that 
« I am now in my twentieth Year, Sir, 
„ ſays ſhe, and my Father has been deal 


„Ten.“ = * However, his Excecutor cho mar! 
© to keep my Fortune in his own Hands Win 
He was a Widower, and had one Son H whe! 
his firſt Wife, who is about four veau <1por 
older than myſelf. 1 -, Perſ, 
| 1 ** the 

0 My Father had not been dead abo For 
a Twelvemonth, before his Executoſ Viey 
knowing that my Mother was left in ve getti 

1 * Circumſtances, made love 1 Han, 


her. 
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her; and to cut my Story as ſhort as 
« poſſible, ſhe, was weak enough to take 
him for a ſecond Husband, though ſhe 
« dearly repented it afterwards ; as I be- 
« lieve his cruel Uſage to her, when he 


ry wel 
dle tha 


8. He 
itlema 


| red had thus got us both into his Hands, 
or e broke her Heart in leſs than three Years 
in ſom e Time. My Father had been a very 
ther n indulgent Husband ; and this, I imagine, 
MotheMl* gave her ſuch a good Opinion of Man- 


- and i kind, as induced her to venture too eaſi- 
at ard ly upon a ſecond. Yet, to ſay the Truth 
ved of him, my Father-in-Law behaved ja 
 - WF ſuch a handſome, and obligingManner to 

© her, in her Widowhood, and was ſo very 


preſen;, WM careful of her Concerns, that I believe 
y be per he would have deceived, any Woman, 
ueſtion i that had even been more experienced in 
ear, Si the World than my Mother was; which 


en deal 
tor cho 

Hands 
> Son by 
ar Lean 


could be but very little, as my Father 

married her from under her Mother's 
Wing, and ſhe was but a young Woman 
when ſhe died. But though my Father 
eſpouſed her more for the Love of her 
Perſon than her-Money ; yet it was quite 
the reverſe with her ſecond Husband : 


1 abor For in obtaining her, he had no other 
XECutoh View but ſolely to (enrich himſelf, by, 
ft in ve getting both our Fortunes into his 


love ti 


Hands. I 
her: 


Voi. I - ob On 


| 61460 
On my Mother's Marriage, we remy' 


ved to my Father-in-Law's Country” he ; 
© houſe near Preſcot. But, poor Woman! he d 
© ſhe had not changed her Condition long, 
before ſhe felt the ill Effects of her nes . .. | 
Choice; for being confiderably younger WM. Fot 
than my Father- in- Law, he grew jealous f lan 
of her, or rather affected to be fo, for . AW 
an Opportunity to uſe her ill: As I real- _— 
© ly never knew of any Provocation, ſhe Sou 
* ever gave him that Way. In a Word, 58 
* he would often beat her, and lock b 1 
© her up in her Chamber for Months Wi ©.” 
together; eſpecially if ever ſhe went A. M 3 
broad a viſiting, or to take a Walk with: | yy 
© out he was with her. Nay, ſhe durſt not f ˖ 
ſee even her own Relations without his + 5 
Permiſſion. And this cruel Uſage up- ay 
© on the moſt frivolous Pretences, at laſt P wer 
put an End to her Days; and left poor P 
me (deſtitute of any Friend," in his « M 
* Clutches, to endure the moſt rigorous WF. the 
© Torment. * 
4 Is this barbarous Man yet living? _ 
ſays Mr. Merit. © Yes, Sir,” replied Mis. 11? 
Watkins, to my Misfortune.“ And had Eccl 
he any Children by your Mother?“ fad. muc 
Mr. Merit. One Daughter,” anſwered ik 
ſhe, who is now eight Years old.“ Par. ſuch 


don my interrupting you, . 
e 
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Jae he; but be pleaſed to proceed,“ which“ 
be did thus : 
man! N 

long, Upon my Mother's Deceaſe, all her 
ne fortune, which was about three Thou- 
LI « ſand Pounds, fell entirely into his Hands: 


And he began to project how he night 
manage Matters, to ſecure mine from 
going out of the Family, as he now 
* apprehended 1 was growing Marriagea- 
ble. To wed me himſelf was impoſſible ; 
being abſolutely againſt the Laws of the 
Church, which would have rendered the 


5, for 
real - 
n, ſhe 
Nord, 

lock 


[onths 


nt A. Marriage void, and, perhaps, have pu- 
with niſhed him for the Fact: Though I veri- 
rſt not ly believe, that had he lived in Times 
ut his of Popery, he would have procured a Diſ- 
Se up: penſation for it, if Money could have 
22 — purchaſed one. 

in his 


„Madam,“ replies Mr. Merit, „though 
* the Church of Rome is ſtrongly taxed, 
* and I believe not without Reaſon, of 
having, through the Influence of Mo? 
* ney, granted many Diſpenſations for 
* Marriages, that are prohibited by the 
Eccleſiaſtical Canons; yet I have too 
much Charity to think ſo ill of them, 
as that they would have allowed one in 
ſuch a Caſe as this, ſo directly contrary 

3 : and 


« and repugnant both to the Laws of 
« God and Man.” | 


& Sir,” ſays ſhe, << I ſubmit to your bet. 
* ter Judgment; though I remember to 
have read of ſome fimilar Proceedings,” 


However, my Father- in-law would have «1 
« ſfruck up a Match between -me and his « { 
© Son, had he not above two Years before © \ 
(having then no Thoughts about this 1 1 
« Matter} betrothed him to a young La. « | 
* dy. And, indeed, he looked upon it az 1 
a much more advantageous Bargain, a * 
© her Fortune was nearly treble to what 61 
* he knew me to have ; but, nevertheleſs, « {| 
© his Avarice would not permit him to 1 
* part with mine out of the Family, if it tg 
< was poſlible to prevent it; and, therefore, 

after ſome Conſideration, he found out c 
< a very ſuitable Expedient for his Pur. « C 
« poſe. He had a Kinſman who was then * 
at Sea, being Maſter of a ſmall trading « } 
© Veſſel; and as he had no great Stock oi «9g 
* his own to go on with, ſo my Father-in- * 
Law thought that my Fortune would be «9g 
the more pho ray to him. ae be. « A 
* Io to Liverpool, but was gone a long « P 
4 8 ; ends firſt bound K. a Cargo 

'*.to the Veſt- Indies, on the Diſpoſal d 6 
Which he was to fail to the Guinea-Couh «ix 


- a 10 
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« to purchaſe Blacks ;- theſe he was to ſet 
« again at the American Plantations, and 
« then to bring home a Cargo of I 
and Tobacco. 


My tender Fatherin-Iaw would tell 
« me in jeſting, Which he was but very 
« ſeldom in good Humour enough to do 
« with me, that I ſhould have his Kinſ- 
© man for a Huſband on his Return home ; 
but as I could conceive no very good 
Idea of a Man, that endeavoured to ac- 

« quire Riches by trafficking with the hu- 
man cies - as with Horſes or Dogs, 


ſo I muſt: confeſs, that I took a ſecret 


c Diſlike to him from de firſt mention 


© of it.“ 


ce But pray, Madam,“ ſays Mr. Merit, 
« do you think that your Diſlike was 

grounded on Reaſon; eſpecially, as the 
= « Negro-Trade may be looked upon not 
only as highly beneficial to the Dealers 
therein, but is alſo the very Support 
of the American Colonies : As without 
«* Negroes, they could not nern the 
" Plantations there?“ 


«© Sir,” ſaid Miſs Watkins, „as I am 
* no Politician, I cannot pretend to ſay 
H 3 how 


(130) 


% how far the Intereſt of the Nation - may ing 
be concerned in ſuch a Trade: Let on 
<< verily; believe, that it is contrary to the « Dc 
* Laws of God, who made Man in his « m; 
** own Image, to rule over the reſt of the rea 
Creation; but not to be bought and ſold ll ftr 
« like Beaſts, for the enriching of other Wi « 64; 
40 of the ſame Species. And 1 am Ccer- me 
«« tain, that if the Laws of the Land had tu 


permitted it, this very Man, of whom 
I am ſpeaking, would not have ſcrupled 
to have diſpoſed - of his own Father or 
„Mother, and of all his Generation in 
„ the lame Manner, if he had had but 
„Power to do it: Nay, even although 
he had known they were to ſuffer the 


*« {ame Hardſhips and Cruelties, as J have ll « |: 
often heard, that thoſe poor Negroes bo 
« are obliged to undergo.” m 
23341 3 no 
« I am afraid, Madam, ſays Mr. « thi 
Merit, „that you judge too harſhly; WM « T; 
at leaſt my Charity obliges me to hope 
„ ſo. But pray proceed.“ I believe you 6. 
* will change your Opinien, Sir,“ ſaid Si 
ſne, „hen you have heard me through- N 
„ out. But to go en:! 210111245! g 
be 
That I might not diſappoint my Fa- 2 
*-10 


ther- in-Law uyhis.Expectations, of mak- 


ing 


n- may 
Let! 
to the 
in hi 
of the 
nd ſold 
others 
n cer. 
nd had 
whom 
rupled 
her or 
10N in 
1d but 
:hough 
fer the 
J have 
egroe 


s Mr. 
r(hly f 
o hope 
ve you 
** Jaid 
rough- 
ny Fa- 
f. mak 

ing 


( 215t 0) 

© ing me the Wife of his Kinſman; he not 
« only confined me very cloſely within 
« Doors, but alſo hired a croſs old Wo- 
man to attend me as a Servant, (though 
« really ſhe was rather a Governeſs) with 
« {trict Orders never to permit me to 
« ſtir out, of her Sight; and theſe Com- 
mands ſhe took | care to obey very punc- 
6 tually. $$; | - 3 171 


I was now about ſixteen Years of Age; 
and my intended Huſband had been 
out upon his Voyage almoſt two Years, 
ſo that I had not as yet ſeen him. And 
as my Confinement, at my Father - in- 
© Law's. (whoſe Houſe was at ſome Di- 
© ſtance from Preſcot, and hardly any Neigh- 
* bour near us) had prevented my coming 
much into Men's Company, ſo I had 
© not fixed my Inclinations on any one of 
the Sex; and, really; had little or no 
Thoughts abaut them. 


* My Father- in-Law had a younger 


Siſter, that was married to a very rich 


Merchant at Liderpool; ſhe was of a 
quite different Temper from her Brother, 
being an exceeding good- natured Wo- 


man: And having been ſeveral Times, 


for three or four Weeks together, with 
| H 4 | ſome 


— 
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© ſome of her Children at our Houſe, for 
the Benefit of the Country Air; we alſo {6:7 
were permitted one Chriſtmas to pay her 1 
'* a Viſit in return, at her Town-houſe, in 
ſhe having often given us an Invitation * 
* to come and ſee her. 6 CC 
23 | 2115 pe 

II, and my young Siſter, went thither 
in my Father-in-Law's Chariot; and ? 
my Brother-in-Law accompanied us on * 
'< Horſeback. We ſet out the Day before * NE 
© Chriſtmas-Eve, and had Permiſſion to * th 
"© ſtay a Fortnight; as my Father-in-Lav | © *? 
intended to come over thither himſelf, 1 

and. ſpend: ſome Part of the Holidays 
with us. Though the Weather was * Pt 
very bad at that Seafon, yet I think * MV 
in the Fortnight I was there, I taſted " 
more Pleaſure than in all the Time be- * WI 
tore or ſince, that J have lived at my : 

Father-in-Law's: For the two young 

Ladies, her Daughters; being much ot : ha 
_ © their Mother's Temper, were exceeding : M 
* complaiſant and obliging ; and did all WW . 
that was in their Power to divert me and 1 
my little Siſter, during our ey 1 at their * 
. nne e e b * 
\ Libere ns gal ne 
9 My Avatin-L.aw? s Huſband was alh : oy 
* a civil, well-bred Man, and behaved b * 


very 
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very 
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6 politely to us: Though being e 
« paged. in great Buſineſs, and it ; + uf 
ing at a Iime when it was cuſtomary 
with him to balance his Years Ac- 
« compts, we had 1 little of his . 


ne 


$ He kept two Clerks z the youngeſt 

© was not above fifteen, but the eldeſt was 

© near twenty-one, and had not above 
three Months to be out of his Clerkſhip. 

* He was the Son of a Lady of good 

Fortune at Hull, in this County: And 

5 1 0 the two young Ladies and I, always 

paſſed the Evening at Cards together, 

, Mr. Sparks, for that was his Name, 


was generally invited to make one 


with us. 
He was a handſome lite Man; Dd 
© having been employed. abroad on his 


« Maſter's 5 the Knowledge of the 
World, that he had acquired in his Tra- 
vels, rendered his Company very enter- 
* taining and agreeable. I muſt, confeis, 


that I, who had been ſo long, in a man- 
* ner; immured at my, Father-in-Law's 
* Country-houſe, and had never ſeen any 
Thing like it, was perfectly charmed at 
* this young, Man's Behaviour: And the 
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1 two Ladies, -1 -my Couſins, Toon perceived 
that he Was more than ordinary pleaſed 
with my Company, and therefore en- 
deavoured to render himſelf the more 
45 * agreeable. They would often banter me 
upon it; but really it was a Matter of 

ſerious Concern to Miſs Rebecca, the el. 
deſt, whatever  Countenance ſhe might 

ton. For though ſhe was -naturally 
very affable, and the polite Manner in 
which ſhe had been brought up, ren- 
dered her exceeding complaiſant ; yet, 
as I have underſtood: fince, ſhe had for 
ſome Time before ſettled her Aﬀections 
entirely on Mr. Sparks, though they met 
with no ſuitable Return. For ſhe hay- 

ing the Misfortune to be very much dil- 
figured by the Small-Pox, it -made her 
not ſo agreeable in his Eyes as ſhe de- 

< ſerved to have been, from her natural 


« good Temper. 


Here Mr. Merit interrupted her by ſay- 
ing, that he admired her Candour and 
<< Generofity in ſpeaking ſo handſomely « 

<< her Rival; as it was a Thing very un. 
„common with her Sex, whom he had 
generally obſerved to be full of Calummj 
and Invectives, againſt ſuch Perſons, 
however — on the like _ 

| os on. 
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find 1 


5 


(gs) 
« fon.” He then deſired her to take ſome 
ſmall Reſpite in her Narration, that ſhe 
might better 'recolle& the Circumſtances; 
which Injunction ſhe obeyed, and then 
proceeded in her Story, as the Reader Will 
find in the next Chapter. | 
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-c + two Ladies, my Couſins, Toon perceived 
that he was more than ordinary -pleaſed 
with my Company, and therefore en- 
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deavoured to render himſelf the more 


agreeable. They would often banter me 


upon it; but really it was a Matter of 
ſerious Concern to Miſs Rebecca, the el- 
deſt, whatever Countenance ſhe might 
put on. For though ſhe was naturally 


very affable, and the polite Manner in 


which ſhe had been brought up, ren- 
dered her exceeding complaiſant; yet, 
as I have underſtood fince, ſhe had for 
ſome Time before ſettled her Affections 


entirely on Mr. Sparks, though they met 


with no ſuitable Return. For ſhe hav- 
ing the Misfortune to be very much dil- 
figured by the Small-Pox, it made her 
not ſo agreeable in his Eyes as ſhe de- 
{erved to have been, from her natural 


good Temper.” 
Here Mr. Merit interrupted her by ſay- 


ing, that he admired her Candour and 
<< Generoſity in ſpeaking ſo handſomely ot 
<< her Rival; as it was a Thing very un- 
„common with her Sex, whom he had 


ad 


generally obſerved to be full of Calumny 


« and Invectives, againſt ſuch Perſons, 


„however deſerving, on the like Occa- 


« fon.” 
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*ived « ſion. He then deſired her to take ſome 
leaſed ſmall Reſpite in her Narration, that ſhe 
e en- might better tecollect the Circumſtances z 
more which Injunction ſhe obeyed, and then 
er me Wl proceeded in her Story, as the Reader will 
ter of 


find in the next Chapter. 
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OTWITHSTANDING the 
Opinions of my two Couſins, ye 
I could not diſcern any Thing in Mr 
Sparks, wherewith to flatter myſelf, that 
he was enamoured with me : Though 
to confeſs the Truth, I had entertained 
a very ſtrong Affection for him. Bu 
the Ladies being invited one Night to 
a Ball, that was given by ſome Officers 
and other Gentlemen in the Town, they 
took me thither with them; and Mr 
Sparks, and my Brother-in-Law, accom- 
panied us. 
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We were entertained there very hand- 
« ſomely: And as it was no great Diſtance 
from our Houſe, and a fine Moon-light 
Night, we choſe to walk it Home; my 
_* Brother-in-Law conducting my two Cou- 
« fins, and I was guarded by Mr. Spark: 
He ſuffered them to get at fuch 1 
* Diſtance before us, as to prevent thei 


* over-hearing our Diſcourle ; and it wa 
« then, 


S's Ad. 


(G th 
Ins, yet 
in Mr 
If, that 
Though 
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n, they 
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it was 


« then, 


then, that he took the Opportunity of 


declaring his P aſſion to me, in ſuch den- 


der and elegant Terms, as I muſt own 
made me at a Loſs how to anſwer him. 
What I ſaid in Reply I cannot well re- 
collect; for though I kept myſelf within 
* Bounds of the greateſt Decorum, to 
* which Modeſty obliges our Sex, yet ſuch 
* was my Confuſion, that I am certain my 
* Anſwer muſt have been very; abſurd. 
© However, he ſeemed no Ways diſcou- 
© raged, and as this happened at. the lat- 
ter End of the firſt Week of my being 
© at my Aupt's, he took; ſo many Oppor- 
* tunities , of converſing with me during 


the ſecond Week of my Stay there, that 


* I could no longer deny that his Paſſion 
* was no Ways diſagreeable to my Incli- 
nations. In a Word, I confeſſed * my- 
* ſelf very well pleaſed with his Addreſ- 
ſes, and promiſed ; that, I would give 
* him my Hand, whenever he could ob- 
« tain my Father-in-Law's Conſent, which 
he aſſured me he would try all Means 


6 to gain.“ * Nint. 
rien nn £620 den 
The Fortnight of our Stay there being 
* expired, we took our Leaves, and return- 
* ed Home again to Preſcot. Not long 


* after, Mr. Sparks, waited on my F * 85 
k = 23 vx 


Pr 
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© in:Law, to requeſt me in Marriage, 
upon his being out of his Clerkſhip, 
„in- which he had a very ſmall Time [0 
© continue; but he met with ſueh an abrupt 
* Reception, as put him out of all Hope 
Dof ever gaining my Father -in-Lawt 
Conſent: And, indeed, his Solicitation 
proved rather a great Hindrance than an 
Advantage to him; for it occaſioned 
my being confined more cloſely than 
before. However, he found Means w 
* -write to me,. by a Countryman that 
worked in my Father - in-Law's Ground 
at Preſcot, that uſed frequently to go 
to "Warrington, to fee à Siſter of | his 
that was there in Service, and who hap- 
pened, at that Time, to live at Mr, 


© By the Correſpondenee we thus held 
together, I took the Opportunity to Ik 
him know the true Reaſon of my Fs 
ther- in-Law's refuſing to let him han 
me; acquainting him that he deſignei 
me for a Kinſman of his own, Who wi 
* now at Sea, but was daily expectel 
"4 Home. $033. 310-0 8113y« 5 5 


As it happened. Mr. Spar-, knew fit 
very Man; and wrote me ſuch er 
75 * 
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friage, rafter of him, that had I been ſo muck 
rkſhip, inclined to the! Match, yet the Deſcrip- 
me to tion of ſuch a Brute, as I was to expect 
abrupt by this Letter, would certainly have gone 
Hope, a great Way towards . it off. 
-Law' 

ration « But pray; Madam,” ſays Mr. Merit, 
han an do not you think that Mr. Sperks,. your 
afioned i Favourite, might have exaggerated a lit- 
y than WF tle too much, in the Character that he 
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* ſent you. of —M Rival, in order ee 
n that = 


* dice you the more againſt him?“ 


rounds 

to g „No, Sir,“ replied Miſs Watkins, '** I 
of be aſſure you, upon my Word, that he 
0 hap- was very impartial in his Deſeription, 


and did: him no more than Juftice : For 
I believe there are not three Perſons, 
* amongſt all that knew him at Liverpool, 
but would have given him a much worte 
Character, than what Mr. Sparks wrote 


at Mr, 


us held 
to let 


my F+ me a> him.“ 

m have 

leſigned i * Reer it was not long before this 
ho wat fine Lover of mine, that was to be, ar- 


rived from his Voyage; and having · ſet· 
tled his Affairs a little at Liverpool, he 
came, on my Father - in-Law's Invitation, 


to ſpend . Time 4. r bre 5 
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e It was Sinn. tha] had the Unhapy, 
ngneſs of firſt ſeeing him; but I really want 
Words to give you an Idea of his Per 
ſon, which altogether made a more C 
teſque Figure, than is poſſible for any 
Dutch Paintet to deſign, much mor 
for me to: deſcribe. But, if I was 9 
attempt it, I ſhould tell you, that he 
was of ſmall Stature, and very thick an 
clumſily built for his Size: He had: 
large Head, low Forehead, little din. 
nitive bloated Cheeks, and a very ſhon 
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Neck; and his Legs, which was the mei 
proportionate Part about him, wer. no 
much of a Thickneſs from Top to Bo 7+: 
tom, but very ſhort withal : Howeve, | 
they ſeemed of ſufficient Strength to ſup « 
port his ſhort, ſquat Body. Then «+ is 
for his Complection, it — natural: W, 
to have been of a yellow Hue; bi: the 
was now ſo Sun-burht, that it wi hin 
hard to lay whether it was black dhe 
ur | | © ack 
© De: 
N. The bung od Completion of fuſt 
„ Man, Madam,“ ſays Mr. Merit, - ſeen per 


4 to be of very little Import, howeve 
ce they may appear to your Sex; as * 
« neither frame them, nor can alter then 

12 Oul- 
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« ourſelves; But pray of what Sort of a 
66 Diſpoſition was he? * 0 


in f. 
Ir 
his Per. 
ore G 
for am 
h mon 


144 714 


„ ]'Il tell you, Sir, " relied Miſs Wat- 
tins, „ his Mind was rather more de- 
formed than his Perſon; and his Heart, 
if poſſible, blacker than his Counte- 
„ nance.” **/ You furpriſe me,“ ſays Mr. 


Was tv 1:rit / Can there ſuch a Creature exiſt 
that E. upon Earth, as you have deſcribed!“ 
uck and Whether he is exiſting now I cannot 
e had . juſtly ſay, Sir,“ replied ſne; but 


e dim. ſuch as 1 tell you he was not long ago; 


ry ſbon and, I believe, when you have heard 
the mot me further, you will allow, that I have 
1, ver" not Painted the Devil blacker Wan he 
to Bol. cc en M 

owever, | 

to fo + That he was fierce; brutal, and an 
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atufaly 
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is well known to all thoſe unhappy 
Wretches, the Seamen, that ever had 
« the Misfortune to go a Voyage with 
him, ſince he was Maſter of a Ship: That 
* he is proud and covetous, is univerſally 
acknowledged, by all who have had any 
Dealings with him; and that he was 
* luſtful and vow, [1 Nr bare: er 
perienced. * F „ 
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| | SEQ. e 3 | con! 
© He had not been at our Houſe abo ſwo 
© a Day or two, before he made his Ad. hav 
© drefſes to me by my Father-in:Lay, dire 
Direction; but in ſuch a Manner, thx he ! 
they bore more the Air of Command, a Cl 
than of Intreaties. I returned them in nail 
as civil a Way as I could, by tellig Nei! 
him I was not diſpoſed to marry at pr but 
© ſent; but when I did, I would not hay bitte 
© a Sea- faring Man for a Huſband. Up big! 
'* this flat Denial, he began to be ven 
uppiſn at me, and pert upon the fair J. 
'< weathered Land- Sparks, as he cal Fort 
them, whom he ſuppoſed I had tab nued 
* Fancy to. I endured it all with a gti *PPr 
« deal of Patience; and finding that & my 
could not bring me into any Inclinatiu_ cute 
for him, by his foul Speeches, he withdr: End 
'© -himfelf,varr laſt, to my great Comfort, ment 
that Time. He took every Opportuni d 
"©. afterwards of worrying me ſo mu their 
with his rough Courtſhip, that I-was Set 1 
„ liged to give him a flat and poſtiſ «101 
„ Denial; which put bim into ſuch a R fair c 
that I verily theught he would b o; 
beaten me. I. alſo told my Father ect, 
Law, in as plain a Manner as -I. du prehe 


that if he could pick no better Huſb: 


* for me than his Kinſman, I would nes 
* (0 


- 
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conſent to marry. Upon which he 


e aboye ſwore a great Oath, that if I would not 
his Ad. have him, I ſhould wed no other; and 
n- Law directly ordered the old Woman, whom 


he had placed about me, to lock me in 
2 Chamber, the Windows whereof were 
nailed up, that I might have no Light: 
Neither was I permitted any other Food 
but Bread and Water; for he ſwore 
bitterly, that low Diet ſhould humble my 
high Spirit. 


er, tha 
mand, 
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7 telling 
vat pre: 
10t have 


the fair © I was kept in this Manner during. a 
>. Calle Fortnight 3 and he would have conti- 
d tabu nued me ſo longer, had he not been 
apprehenſive that it would have impaired 
my Health too much, for him to exe- 


clinatu cute his Deſigns. At the Fortnight's 
rithdre End, I was releas'd from my Confine- 


ment : For it ſeems that he andmy intend- 


mort, a 
| et Huſband: had altered the Plan of 


Orte 

fo mud their Operations; and finding they could 
I -was get no good of me by foul Means, had 
poſit relolved to try what they could do by 
» a Rag fair Ones, Or, at leaſt, by Taeb as appeared 
ald hu o; for they had . concerted another Pro- 
ather-oly ect, of which I had not the leaſt Ap- 
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RN On my Rileaſlitiehe,” i my Father Win 
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© Law, and his Kinſman, behaved to nei ner, 
with extraordinary Complaiſance, and com} 
* was conſtantly permitted to fit at Ta more 
with them. Nay, my Lover declined nM retir: 
king any more Proffers of his Perſon, not! 
which I was greatly pleaſed; as it muſt ing 
certain I could not help abhorring a M ſaid | 
on whoſe Account I had received ſuchc ever. 
Treatment. Matters went on thus y they 
well to my liking for about three Weeks Pun 
When one Day, it being that of my FM fin! 

ther-in-Law's Wedding with my Mothe 

he declared that he would celebrate i 2 
© 'which I the more wondered at, as Ih to d 
vever hnomn bim, excepting once in HH Pay 
»Life- time, to have taken any fuch N leve 
ice of it before. pled 
5 | = drin 

_* Accordingly, he ordered a very ſum had 


tuous Dinner to be Provided, to which 
Companion of his Kinſman's was invite 
'© who was almoſt ſuch another mo 
'< himſelf; but rather the Politeſt, 
950 moſt likely of the two. 


My Peber in- Len be 
© Kinſman, together with his Compania 
myſelf, and my little Siſter, all ſat don 
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"ather-in. 


Wine went about pretty freely at Din- 
ved to ner, and they obliged me, though in a 
e, and i complaiſant Way, to take a Glaſs or two 
at Tah more than I uſually did. I would have 
lined m retired when Dinner was over, but was 
2erſon, not permitted; for they talked of play- 
it mult oi ing at Cards, and my Father-in-Law 
1g a Ma (aid I ſhould make one with them. How- 
ſuch cM cver, before the Cards were called for, 
thus ve they determined to have a Bowl of 
e Weeze Punch, which they ſaid would be ſoon 
f'my Fe finiſhed, and then to ſet to play. 
7 Mother | | 
brate it When the Punch came in, they began 
as Ih to drink Healths to the Memory of the 


Ce in het 
ſuch N 


Day, and of my deceaſed Mother; with 
ſeveral others, that they obliged me to 
pledge. In a Word, they forced me to 
drink five or ſix Glaſſes; and as they 


ry ſum had purpoſely ordered the Liquor to be 
» which made very ſtrong, ſo I ſoon found myſelf 
8 invitel begin to grow intoxicated; and I really 
Brute 1 believe that. three Glaſſes more would 


eſt, a have made me quite fuddled., | 
But what they deſigned for my Bane, 
On, R | 
pan had ſuch an Effect, that inſtead of ma- 
ſat don king me ſtupid, and fooliſh, as it 12 8 
(f 2 ' * lome 


to this Entertainment together. The 


* proved my Preſervation. For the Punch. 


< whereupon I abſoJutely refuſed pledging 


© Room about feven Minutes, when he re- 


V 
* ſome People, it rather filled me with mon 
Lite and Spirit, only cauſing me to faul. 
ter a little now and then in my Speech, 
* which I found they took' Notice of, by 
their turning their Heads and ſmiling, 
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any more Healths. Upon this, my Father. 
in- Law faid, that I ſhould ſing a Song ty 
divert the Company: Which I choke tg 
comply with, rather than the other al. 
<, ternative that was propoſed to me d 
drinking more Punch. I had finiſh 
* ed two Songs, and was juſt beginning 
another, , when a Servant entered the 
Room ; and whiſpering ſomewhat in my 
Father- in- Law's Ear, they withdrey 
together. 


My Father- in-Law ſtaid out of the 
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turned with a. Gentleman in 'a- black 
© Coat, with Boots on, to whom he filled 
* a Glaſs of the ] iquor that was upon the 
Table: Then, inſtantly taking me by 
the Hand, he led me from my Chair to 
* his Kinſman, who was. ſtanding ; and 
joining our Hands together in his own, 
« preſented us to the New-comer, ſaying 
« withal, that this, was the Couple on 
© whom he was to perform-his Office. | 
» 4 * pre 
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ith more preſently ſnatched back my Hand, and 
to faul. giving a loud Shriek, cried out, Oh, 
Speech; apa! (for fo I Was always obliged to 
3 b call him) what are you at! for I imme- 
ſmiling mediately apprehended - that - the Gentle- 
ledging man whom he had brought in, was a 
Father. Parſon, and that they were about to 
Song t marry me by Force; and fo it really 
choſe was. The Clergyman pulling a Book 
ther al. out of his Pocket, was going to pro- 


ceed, when I declared aloud that I would 


me of 
| Gnifk not be married. But my Father-in-Law, 
ginning his Kinſman; and -my Brother-in-Law, 
ed the called out to him to read the Ceremony; 


upon which I flew into a violent Rage, 
and made ſuch a Noiſe, by my Shrieks 
and Outcries,- that it was almoſt impoſ- 
ſible for him to perform it. And, indeed, 
| believe, if he had not had his Cue gi- 
ven him before; he would not have at- 


t in my 
ithdrey 


of the 


1 he re- 


black tempted to have gone on fo far as he 
ie filled did, on the Noiſe and Clamour that I 
Pon the made. However, he proceeded as well as 
me by he could to read the Ceremony, till he 
air to came to the joining of Hands; when 
F; andi though my Father- in- Law attempted it, 
| own, and my Brother-in-Law to aſſiſt him in 
ſaying giving my Hand to his Kinſman, yer 
Je the Liquor inſpired me with Courage 
ice. and Strength enough to reſiſt them; and 
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on getting my Hand free from theirs, | 
dealt my Brother-in- Law | ſuch a Bloy 
« with a Chair that I caught up, as fell 
© him to the Ground. He roſe, and ver 
« manfully ſtruck me again, giving ny 
« ſnch aBlow with his Double-fiſt, as ſer 
me againſt his Kinſman's Companion; 
Vho going to ſave me from falling on th 
« Ground, received alſo a Blow from m 
c Brother- in- Law, that was intended ſo 
me, and which made his Noſe ſpin ou 


with Blood. On meeting with this $f. 5 
« Jute, he inſtantly flew at my Brother- * e 
Law; and while they two were at Fiſy-Wl us 
« cuffs,, and my Father and his Kinſnal 15 
« endeavouring to part them, I ran out d. © 
* the Room; when. getting into my . Hs! 
Chamber, I locked and barred myſelf u rat 
< ſo cloſely, as it was almoſt impoſſible foil ED 
them to come at me: Nay, had thy. f * 
proceeded to have broke in upon me, il wh 
had determined to leap out of the Win ; 
dow; and, ſhould certainly have done it. : os 
However they made no ſuch, Attempt; : wh 
for as I; underſtood, fince, by one of the 2 
Seryants, they had much ado to recon- 13 
cile. my Brother- in- Law and the rough 1 
* hewn young Fellow my intended Spouſe . 400 


Companion; and it was (900g 4.00 59 
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« fore they could bring it about. As for 
« the Parſon, Fighting was not the Buſi- 
© neſs that he came about, ſo he did not in- 
© terfere with them; but when the Comba- 
« tants were parted, and he had received 
«© his Fee from my Father-in-Law, he 
© took his Leave, aſter drinking a Glaſs to 
the Ceſſation of all Animoſity among the 
J 5 


My Father - in-Law was horribly vex- 
© ed, at finding the Scheme he had laid 
prove abortive ; and that what was de- 
© ſigned for my Deſtruction had turned to 
their own Confuſion : For this Fray was 
very much owing to the 3 they had 
drank, the Glaſs, as I obſerved before, 
going about very freely at Dinner-Time. 
And as my Brother-in-Law naturally 
© loved Tipling, I do imagine that he had 
taken a pretty good Whet before Dinner; 
* for I thought that he ſeemed rather For- 
* warder than the reſt of the Company, 
before the Fray began; and indeed, I 
believe he was then nearly drunk, _ 


© I durſt not come near my Fathet-in- 
Law for ſome Days afterwards; but kept 
* cloſe to my own Room, when an Acci- 
* dent happened that freed me from my 


Yor.:h I © Lover's 


> 
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Lover's Company: Which was his he. 


ing obliged to go to London, to diſpoſe of 4 
< ſome Part of the Cargo, that he had ſom 
brought Home from the Veſt-Indies. Thr 
| | Lett 
He ſtaid at London about three Months, com 
< during which Time 1 received ſeveral WF Mar 
Letters from Mr. Sparks; in one of WW letti; 
© which he acquainted me, that being non and 
out of his Clerkſhip, he intended in a fen my ( 
Days to come and ſee me, I alſo, in der, 
Return, wrote him Word of the Uſag Wl dowr 
L had received from my Father-in-Lay, him. 
and his Kinſman; and the continual oom, 
Dread and Apprehenſions that I lived terru; 
under of meeting with worſe, and dime; 
being obliged to give my Hand to the on 
Man that I abhorred. haptet 


| '+ Theſe Remonſtrances quickened hi 
< Diſpatch, and he came in a few Days af 
* terwards to viſit me: But my Father: in. 
Law being at Home, he could gain no 
« Admittance to me; and was treated by 
him with very foul Language, for having 
the Aſſurance, as he termed it, to coun 
me, after he had forbidden him. 


« Thi 
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is be. 
oſe of This put Mr. Sparks upon ſeeking for 
e had ſome Expedient to get me out of my 


Thraldom. Accordingly I received a 
Letter from him by the ſame Hands as 
conveyed his former, which was by the 
Man whom I have mentioned before ; 
letting me know that between Twelve 
and One the next Night, he would be at 
my Chamber-Window with a Rope Lad- 


CS. 


onths, 
ſeveral 
Ine of 
ig now 
1 a few 


11fo, in der, if I had Courage enough to venture 
Uſage down one, and make my Eſcape with 
1-Law, WW him. — Here a Servant entering the 
ntinual Room, to deliver a Meſſage to Mr. Merit, 


terrupted Miſs Watkins for ſome ſmall 
ime; but upon his retiring, ſhe proceed- 
| on her Story, as in the following 
hapter. 


1 lived 
and d 
to the 


ned his 
Jays 4. 
ther-in- 

ain nd 
1 by 
r having 
to Coulſt 
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Fath 

CH AP. X. was 

thou 

The Conclu/ion of Miſs Watkins's Narratie the ] 
of her * | that 

toge 

Was highly over) ed at receivin WF mor: 
this Notice from Mr. Sparks ; ang my 

0 3 packed up a few Things in Har 

* ſmall Bundle, I put it under my Bed fu whic 

fear my Duenna ſhould diſcover it. Th cxpe 
< Family all went to reſt at their vu Fatt 
Hour, which was Ten o'Clock ; when! in hi 
* flung open my Window and waited wi was 
© Impatience for the Time of my Relea-WſF ſhou 
© ment. conc 
| carri 

< The Hour at Length arrived, and But 

© heard Mr. Sparks fix the Ladder again was 
my Window. As he had two Garde whe 

© Walls to climb over, and the outer ont 

< was very high, he had brought . © 1 
Man that worked at our Houſe aloe run 
„ with him, to aſſiſt him in my Eſcaę for 
© But how deceitful is the World! * Cha 
£ Treachery abounds every where Ii Ale. 
© very Man, whom Mr. Sparks had oft tern 
© handſomely rewarded for conveying o wit? 
Letters, betrayed our Aſſignation to n ſhe 


« Fathe! 
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ather-in-Law, a few Hours before it 
was to have been put in Execution. For 
though he found his Intereſt in conveying 
the Letters between us ; yet as he knew 
that would be at an End by our comin 
together, he thought to avail himſelf 


arratiny 


ceivine iſ more by the Diſcovery of the Affair to 
s; my Father-in-Law, than by what Mr. 
gs in Sparks was to give him for his Aſſiſtance, 
Bed fa which was three Guineas: And he really 
t. ThE cxpected to get double that Sum of my 
ir uſu Father-in-Law, beſides being continued 


in his Work about the Houſe, which he 
was ſure of lofing, if, at any Time, it 
ſhould be diſcovered that he had been 
concerned in the Correſpondence that was 
carried on between Mr. Sparks and me. 
* But pray, Madam,” ſays Louiſa, ** where 
* was the old Woman all this while, to 
* whoſe Charge you had been entruſted.” 


when] 
ted with 
Releaſe 


d, and] 
r again 
Garden 
zuter one 
ight th 
ie alo 2 


« Indeed,” replied ſhe, ve were to 
run a great Hazard of her detecting us; 


Eſcape for ſhe lay only in a large Cloſet in my 
21d! Chamber. But, as ſhe loved a Cup of 
lui Ale, and generally ſlept very ſound af- 
nad often terwards, I had taken Care to ply her 
-ying ou with a whole Quart that Night before 
on to m ſhe went to Bed, which I had ordered 


Father 
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to be brought up at Supper Time; an 
„ ſhe was ſnoring very heartily when Mr, 
Sparks entered my Chamber.” 


* My Father-in-Law took not the leaf 


Notice of his knowing any Thing of ny My 
intended Eſcape to any Perſon, except i in 
to his Son; and indeed, they did not g Hea 
to Bed, but lay down in their Cloaths till Win 
the Hour appointed: When getting uy 

* they raiſed one of the Servants, and 4 
* all three waited in the Room that wa * the 
beneath mine, in order to detect ny coul 
Lover on his Arrival. — Here, it. being if tl 
« Moon-Light, they ſaw him and the Mall Exp 
affix the Ladder, and ſuffered him vl Upo 
get up into my Chamber; when ruſhing out 
© out, they inſtantly cut down the Ladder. = £ 


and placing the Servant as a Centind 
below to prevent Mr, Sparks making his 
« Eſcape that Way, the other two rat 
up Stairs and broke directly into my 
Chamber. | 


The Noiſe they made awakened tht 
e old Woman, who roared out Thieves 
very loudly: And as they brought u} 
Candles with them, I could fee that ea 
had a Piſtol ready cock'd in his Hand 
My Brother-in-Law directly levelled | 


„ | 2 
« at Mr, Sparks, when happily the Flint 
« miſſed Fire; and Mr. Sparks drawing a 
Hanger, that he wore, gave him a Cut a- 
« croſs the Arm that inſtantly diſabled him, 
and forced him to let his Piſtol drop. 


e; and 
len Mr. 


wh My Father-in-Law fired his; but elevat- 
Sen ing it too much, the Ball flew over my 
not 4 Head, and made its Way through the 
aths 5 Window into the Garden. 

TOY + The firing of this Piſtol! filled the 
"4M wall the Room 10 full of Smoke, that we 


could not well have ſeen one another 
« if there had been any Light; but the 
© Exploſion put out both their Candles. 


ect my 
it. being 
he Man 


him u Upon which, my Father- in-Law called 
ruſni cout loudly for the Servant, that was poſt- 
Lade ed below Stairs, to bring up a Light, 
venta and kept ſtorming and raving at Mr. 
king hi * Sparks, threatning what he would do to 


him when the Light came. But as it was 
* ſome Time firſt, and Mr. Sparks had 
beforehand provided himſelf with a Pair 
of Pocket Piſtols, which he had not had 


Time to draw, he directly pulled en: 


tWo ran 
into m 


ned the 


hieve: out; and hearing the Servant coming up 
ght Stairs, and perceiving the Chamber-Door, 
hat cad by the Light which he was bringing, 


;1 ncing into it, he directly made his 


0 
Fiery 14 Way 


elled h 
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© Way down Stairs, with his Hanger in 
one Hand and a Piſtol in the other. 


The Servant that was aſcending the 
the Stairs, on meeting him thus well 
© armed, turned about and fled down much 
« faſter than he came up: Neither would 
my Father-in-Law's Courage permit him 
« to follow Mr. Sparks too cloſe; ſo that 
* he found Means of getting into the Gar: 
* den by the Door that they had left open, 


Here he found the Man whom he 
had employed as his Aſſiſtant, and who 
in the Interim of his entering my Cham- 

ber, had been provided with a long Pole 
by the Servant, with which he ſtruck at 
Mr. Sparks ; who, not expecting ſuch 

Salutation from him, was very near being 
* felled to the Ground by it. But reco- 
vering himſelf and diſcharging his Piſtol 
Dat the Fellow, he ſaw him drop; and 
leaving him Roaring very loudly on the 
* Ground; he haſtened away to make his 
* Eſcape out of the Garden, The Wall 
of that which he was now in, being but 
low, he very eaſily got over it into the 
* outer Garden; but there the Wall was 
* ſo high that it would have been impoſſi- 
ble for him to have climb'd it, had he 
| © not 


—_—: 
not luckily perceived a Ladder ſtanding 


anger 
Wo ? againſt a Tree, that the Gardener ha 


been clipping the Day before. By the 
Help of this he mounted on the Top of 
the Wall, when pulling the Ladder over, 
he got down on the other Side, and made 
the beſt of his Way over the Fields. 


« The firing of theſe two Piſtols alarm- 
ed all the Houſe, but as both my Bro- 
ther-in-Law and the Man that was to 
aſſiſt Mr. Sparks were wounded, it pre- 
vented my Father-in-Law's Purſuit any 
further than ſearching the Gardens after 
him; and it was not till the next Morn- 
ing that they found which Way he had 
made his Eſcape out of them. 


ding the 
ius well 
vn much 
r would 
mit him 

ſo that 
he Gar. 
ft open, 


10M he 
nd who 
Cham- 
ng Pole 
ruck at 


ſuch a 
ir bein After this Attempt to get my Liberty, 
2 ] was confined 5 cloſely than before; 
s Piſtol and my Duenna was ordered to lie with 
bo; and me, to prevent any ſuch Undertaking 
on the for the future. Nothing, ſurely, could 
ake his be more miſerable than I was in my 
e Wall prefent Condition; and the not hearing 
ng but from Mr. Sparks, who could find nd 
ato the WI © Conveyance to ſend me any Letters by, 
11 was for ſome Time, gave me exceeding 
npoſſi- Wl © great Uneaſineſs, as I was afraid that 
ad be © he might have received ſome Hurt in 


15 


os | found 
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the. Encounter. However, I was not 
© ſorry to hear that the Man who had be. 
0 trayed us was wounded; and was wel 
N on finding that my Father. in. 
aw did not anſwer his Expectations, i 

* gratifying him. For though at firſt þe 
J Promiſed to reward him handſomely, 
yet he gave him only a Guinea; wherey 

* Mr. Sparks had promiſed him three, 2 
* I ſaid before, for his Aſſiſtance. He 
was ſoon cured of his Wound, for the 


found 
Footr 
this N 
ter fr 
of hi 
whicl 
to WI 
me k 
coul 
Deln 


< Piſtol Ball had paſſed through dis Arm,. 1 
© without: touching the Bone; and though Wl. chan 


: zm Father - in-Law paid for the Cure, 

* yet it was a Loſs to the Man, as he could 
* do no Work till he was well: And he 
* having very imprudently diſcovered that 
he had conveyed our Letters from one to 

* the other, my Father-in-Law thought 
proper, upon the Curing of his Wound, 
to diſcard him from working, either a 
bout the Houſe or in his Grounds.— 
Such was the Reward his Treachery 
met with: I own, it gave me great Sa. 
tisfaction; and I heartily wiſh that al 
* * Perfidy may meet with the like. 


Ir 
tuni 
« Peri 
und 
Att. 
he 


As my Father-in-Law was of too 
croſs and ſevere a Temper to be well 
beloved by his Seryants, ſo Mr. Speris 


„ 

ſound Means to bribe over one of his 
Footmen to his Intereſt; and it was by 
this Means that I at laſt received a Let- 
ter from him: Wherein he informed me, 
of his Eſcape with little or no Hurt, 
c which ſet my Heart very much at Eaſe, 
l to what it had been before. He alſo let 
me know, that he intended ſoon, if he 
could poſſibly find any Means for my 
Deliverance, to take me with him, and 
to go and ſettle at Hull, near his Mother's, 


h there to carry on the Buſineſs of a Mer- 
8 oug chant, which he had been bred to. Y 


© In Return to this, I took an Oppor- 
* tunity of ſending a Letter by the ſame 


ed that . Perſon ; wherein I deſired him to forbear 
0 b * undertaking any more ſuch hazardous 
7 1 Attempts for my Deliverance, by which 
wo be muſt endanger his Life; but rather 
5 4 to wait with Patience, till Fortune ſhould 


point out ſome Way for our coming 
* together, without running ſuch a Ven- 
* ture, | HLH AASB 


2achery 
eat Sa. 
that al 7 1 | N ail 
By this Time my Father-in-Law's 
* Kinſman having finiſhed his Buſineſs at 
London, was returned to our Houſe; and 
* 1 was again tormented on all Sides, with 
* Sollicitations to marry him. But Ire- 
I 6 * mained 


of too 
e well 
Sparli 

found 
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mained as obdurate to all their Eftreaiy 
as I had been before: For Mr. Heart 
having ſo gallantly ventured his Life { 
my Sake, it enhanced his Love to me þ 
much, that I was fully determined neye 
to marry any other Man. 


Though I was now very much up 
my Guard againſt any new Enterprize 
they might undertake, to force me v 
* have the Man I deteſted ; yet they found 
Means to make another Attempt upon 
me. ml | 


The old Woman who attended me, 
© ſaid one Night, that ſhe was very ill and 
* would go to Bed before me, I was to ſup 
that Lyening, with my Father-in-Lay 
and his Son; after which, I took my 
Candle and went up Stairs. I ſat down 
to Reading ſome Time, and then I ui 
< dreſſed myſelf and went to Bed: Where 
my Bedfellow, as I thought, lay with her 

Back towards me, and her Face next to 
the Wainſcot. Juſt as I was going to 
ſleep, I felt an Arm ſtretching over me; 
which I thinking very unuſual, was going 
to lay it aſide, when I found the Perſon 
to whom it belonged, ſtriving to get in- 
to an odd Poſture: This put me into 


9 
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a terrible Fright; and 1 thought the 
Hand that I was removing from me, felt 
« ſomewhat harder that what Mrs. Ford's 
my Duenna) uſed to do; and was ſoon 
convinced of the Sex of my Bed- fellow 
by the briſtly Beard which I found rubbing 
© againſt my Face, on his attempting to 
« kiſs me. | — 98 a 


itreatin 
F $ ark 
Life fo 
0 me 0 
d neve 


b Upon 
erprizes 
> Met 
y found 
It upon 


] inſtantly ſet up a loud Squall, as 1 
* apprehended who it was: but Nobody 
coming to my Aſſiſtance, I endeavoured 
to extricate myſelf from his Embraces ; 
© which at laſt I did, at the Expence only 


ed me, of a torn Shift. I fled out of the Room, 


ill and but hardly knew whether I went till I 
s to ſup * found myſelf in the Garret, where the 
in-Lay * Maids lay. My ey awakened them; 
ok my and one of them ſtriking a Light, I 
© don vent to Bed to her, and lay-there all 
1 Ju Night. | 


Where 
vith her 
Ne xt co 


© ] was very careful ever after, of diſ- 
© tinguiſhing who lay with me, before I 


oing to vent to Bed to them. Nay, I would not 
er me; © ſuffer the old Woman to come to Bed, 
s going * till ſhe had locked the Door, and given 
Perſon WW me the Key to put under my Pillow. 


* My intended Spouſe, not long after was 
* obliged' to take a Trip to Liſbon, ſo go 
* 


2 
4 
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I was once again ſet free from any Appre. 
henſions of him. | 


© I took an Opportunity to communicate 
the whole Affair to Mr. Sparks, who ſent 
me a very kind Letter in Return; and 
informed me, that he had engaged my 
Father-in-Law's Footman to facilitate 
my Eſcape, which was to be put in Exe. 
cution the next Night; when he was to 


conduct me to Mr. Sparks, who was to 


wait for us with Horſes at a little Pub. 
lick Houſe, adjoining to Preſcot. The 
Man kept the Keys of his Maſter's Cel. 
lars, and he invited Mrs. Ford the old 
Woman, to drink a Glaſs of Wine ; in- 
to which he conveyed ſome Laudanum, 
thar Mr, Sparks had gp wan. given him, 
and it took Effect ſoon after. On 
her coming up Stairs, J had a Book in 
my Hand and pretended to be reading 
but really my Thoughts were too much 
engaged on my Flight, to partake of that 
Amuſement; and the old Woman ſitting 
down in the Chair, preſently fell faſt 
aſleep. About Twelve O'Clock Robert 
the Foot man, came ſoftly up Stairs, and 


informed me, in a Whi — that all was 


c 


e left the old 


ſafe, if I was ready. 1 
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Woman to finiſn her Nap in the Chair; 
« with the Candle burning by her; and 
« ſtealing down Stairs, went out at the 
Garden Door, and haſted _ to the 
Place appointed. 


Ppre- 


nicate 
o ſent 


and 7 We fend Mr, Sparkeready on che Spot, 


2 which was almoſt a Mile off from my Fa- 
72 ther- in-Law's, with a Horſe for me and 
bas to another for the F ootman, who had deter- 
wm « mined to take his Flight with us: And, 
Pub. indeed, beſides the Reward he was to have 


for conducting me thither, Mr. Sparks 
© had promiſed to take him into his Service. 
We all three rode away as faſt as the 
« Horſes could gallop, not ſtopping till we 


The 
3 Cel. 
e old 


we came to Leigh, a Town about twelve Miles 
; him. « diſtant from the Place whence he ſer out, 
59 05 * which Road we choſe rather than to go 
de bn through Warrington, the better to deceive 
ling ; our Purſuers. Here we got alittle mul- 


led Wine and a Toaſt, by Way of Re- 
freſhment for Breakfaſt, while our Horſes 
took a Feed of Corn; and then we ſet 


much 
F that 


: wt * out again, as hard as our Nags. could go, 
Roben towards that ſteep Ridge of Hills, or 
Pond rather Mountains, 2 — 3 
11 was © intending to cut acroſs the Cauntry to 

\e old Vnzfon upon Hul, where Mr. Sandes 


Mother lived. This being a wild Part 
* of 


Oman 


not conſent to it: urging, that in Caſe 
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of the Country, and the Crofs Roads very 
* bad, we could not always keep upon the 
< Gallop; but generally made our Way good, 
< where we found the Road any Thing tole- 

rable. We had rode about twenty Miles 
from Leigb, when heing upon a rocky Piece 
of Ground, Mr. Sparkss Horſe ſtumbled 
and fell with him. Though he happily 
received no Damage himſelf, yet the 
Horſe was lamed by the Fall, and we had 
* now above ſix Miles to go to the next 
* Town, before we could get another, 


* 
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« I would fain have perſuaded bim to 
© have taken the Footman's, and let him 
ride the lame Horſe, but he would 


< we were purſued, he would divert thoſe 
© that followed us, that we might have 
Time to get away from them. He, 
© therefore, took a ſmall Cloak-Bag, which 
he had with him, and put it behind the 
« Footman ; and alſo delivered to me a 
« Purſe, wherein there was about fifty Gui 
« neas; bidding us, if any Thing happen- 
ed, not to mind him, but to make the 
« beſt of our Way acroſs the Country to 
his Mother's, telling us that we migit 
« procure a Guide at Hallifax : For wt 
intended to avoid as much as poſſible the 
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main Roads, and rather go ſome Miles 


about, than lie in the Way of thoſe we 
expected would purſue us. The Pre- 


ds very 
on the 
good, 


g tole- cautions that he thus took for our Safety, 
Miles proved no more than neceſſary. We 
y Piece were upon a Stony Heath at the Bot · 
imbled tom of Blackſtone-Edge, when Mr. Sparks's 
jappily Horſe ſtumbled ; and we could not 
ret the WF co very faſt now he was lame. How- 


we had 
e next 
er. 


eder, as we had made ſuch Haſte hither- 
to, and were got above thirty Miles from 
my Father- in-Law's, we were under very 
little Apprehenſions. But we had ſcarce- 


* ly entered a Lane on the other Side of 


aim to | 
the Heath, before we heard the Noiſe of 


et him 


would Horſes coming after us full Gallop ; and 
in Caſe BF 7 juſt turned my Head to ſee who follow- 
t thoſe ed us, when I perceived my Brother. in- 
t have I Law and his Servant in full Purſuit. 


He, i Mr. Sparks called out to me and the 


„which Footman, to ride on as faſt as we could; 
ind the WF but the Lane being very ſtrait though. 
o me 1 ve fled apace, yet on looking back we 
ty Gui. could ſee what paſſed. 
1appeT- 

ake the WF My Brother-in-Law, on his coming up 


ntry to 
might 
For we 
ible the 


* Mai 


to Mr. Sparks, drew one of his Piſtols and 
fired at him. The Report of this Piſtol, 
made us ſtop a little to ſee how Matters 
went on; and I ordered the Man that: 

| Was 
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© was with me, to ride up to them a 


* aſſiſt Mr. Sparks. The Ball of my Bol « 14 
* ther-in-Law's Piſtol wounded Mr. Sat .;c | 
in the left Arm: But, however, he i ndin 
ſtantly returned his Fire, and I ſaw bot ut 
Man and Horſe fall to the Ground, th b 0 
latter being killed upon the Spot. Diſt: 
© By this Fall, and the Horſe rolling wot 
over him, my Brother-in-Law was { Hor 
* much bruiſed, that I perceived he coul 
not get up without the Aſſiſtance of h «© © 
Servant; who inſtantly alighted from his „nie 
* Horſe to help his Maſter. In the mea wer 
© while Mr. Sparks took up my Brother. ly 8 
© 1n-Law's Piſtol, which (upon the Horſk' . 
© dropping) had fallen out of the Holfter, d 
© and fred it off in the Air. Then mount: had 


ing his lame Horſe he rode up to us as 
© well as he could, having his own Piſtol 
' © which he had not diſcharged, ready 

_©'cock*'d,/in his Hand; ſwearing that he 

_ © would ſhoot either of them if they offered 
© to follow him. My Brother - in- Law be- 
ing a heavy Man, was too much bruiſed 


by his Fall to attempt it: For he could « 
hardly mount the Servant's Horſe to ride · Ho 
Home again; and his Man had got no. Ch; 
Fire Arms wherewith to attack us, or inſt 
defend himſelf. 1 fete 


« Mr, 
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hem 20 or | 

my BU «© Mr. Sparks's Wound bled ſo faſt, that 
r. Sari ve knew not what to do with it; but 
: 4F riding on to the End of the Lane, which 
aw bot 


put us out of the Sight of our Purſuers, 
we diſcovered a little Cottage at a ſmall 
Diſtancez and he being by this Time 
very faint, with the Loſs of Blood, we 


und, the 


: rolling both perſuaded him to ride thither, in 
was 1 Hopes of meeting with ſome Relief. 

he could | 

2 of hit © On our coming up to this Houle, - 
rom hi which belonged to a labouring Man, we 

e Mean were met at the Door by a good mother- 

Irother- ly Sort of a Woman; who on being in- 

Horle' * that Mr. Sparks had been wound- 


Holſter, 


ed by ſome Rogues in the Lane, that 
mount- 


had attempted to rob us, and ſeeing us 


to us 1 BS make a good Appearance, very rear 
1 Piſtol WW invited us to enter her Habitation, ſuc L 
12 * © as it was; and ſaid, that ſhe would make 
that he 


© a Bed for the wounded Gentleman, and 
* ſend her Son with our Man, to ſhew him 
* the Way tofetch a Surgeon. | 


offered 
aw be- 
bruiſed 
e could 
to ride 
got no 
Us, or 


3 


« After having helped Mr: Sparks off his 
' Horſe, and ſeated him in an old- armed 
Chair, the Footman and the Bey ſet out 
inſtantly on Horſeback to Hallifax to 
fetch the Surgeon: The Boy taking 
an 


« Mr 


ö 


1 
' 
14 
' 


> S;a;:a;,m:aAca © 6,.,n,,0,.n; & 


© an old Horſe of his Father's that Way 


Mr. Sparks was afterwards put to Bed; 


E24 OG „ „ „„ 


+ $ 
. 
% 


for not making the beſt of my Way with 
rections, when I found we were purſued; 
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grazing on the Common, and the Ma 
riding his own, 


* Mr. Sparks continued ſtill bleeding, 
but happily the good Woman of the 
Houſe having ſome Skill in Surgery, 
found Means to ſtop the Blood : And 
applying an innocent Salve of her own, 
ſhe bound up the Wound till the Sur: 
geon's Arrival, who came in about three 
Hours after. On examining the Wound 
he preſently told us that the Ball wa 
lodged in his Arm, but had not broke 
the Bone; and applying ſome Salve to 
the Wound for the preſent, ſaid, that he 
would come again the next Day and ex: 
tract the Ball, | 


and the Woman made him a Diet Drink 
of ſome; Herbs, that the Surgeon had 
directed her to get, to- keep the Fever 
from him. He called me by myſelf to 
his Bed-Side, and blamed me very much 


the Man, according to his former Di. 
as, that if-any more fatal Accident had 


happened to him in the Encounter, | 
« muſt 
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After our taking a tender Farewell me; t 


and the Footman ſet out together, WM ; Hot 
Sparks took ten Guineas for himſelf, A ſoulè 
of the Purſe that he had before commir. Wight 
ted to my Care, and telling me, thy 

would be ſufficient for his Uſe, cin 
ſtrained me to take the reſt for fear of chat tl 
Accident. We ſtruck croſs the County very « 
to Sherborn, where we reſted one Night WM ways 
and very early the next Morning wi Reſpe 
reached Houden ; but as both the Foot. 1 hav 
man and myſelf were Strangers to tte to we 
Country, we ſoon loſt our Way. Notic 


would have procured a Guide from a lit. 
tle Inn where we baited at the laſt men- 
tioned Town; but, he ſaying, that he 
was Certain of going right, and that the 
taking of a Guide might be a Means to 
aſſiſt our Enemies in their Purſuit of us, 
I relinquiſhed it; eſpecially as I had 
learnt, that we were not above twenty 
Miles from our deſired Port. We noy 
rode ſeveral Miles without knowing whe- 
ther we went right or wrong; till at laſt 
meeting with a Shepherd, we found, 
that we had gone above a dozen Miles 
out of our Way: However, he directed 
us, how to recover our Road again, and 
therefore told us, to make up to that 
Wood, where the young Ladies found 
me; 


© Wi 
Mile 

that 1 
Foot, 
deſiri 
a Fli 
Horſ 
he tie 
that 

Out © 
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me; through which, he ſaid, there was 
a Horſe-Way, and at the End of it, we 
ſhould come into a Road thet ſed to 
IWigbton. Lhe SL. 


] had perceived ſeveral Times before, 
that the Fellow who was with me, locked 
very earneſtly at me: But as he had al- 
ways behaved himſelf with the greateſt 
Reſpect, it gave me no Concern: though 
have Reaſon to recollect it ſince, and 
to wonder, that I did fot take more 
Notice of what appeared ſo obvious. 


© We had not rode above a Quarter of 
Mile in the Wood, before he pretended, 
that my Horſe had got ſomething in his 
Foot, and alighting, tied his to a Tree, 
defiring me to get down, while he pulled 
a Flint out, that he ſaid ſtuck in the 
Horſe's Hoof. I got off accordingly; when 
he tied my Horſe allo to a Tree, ſaying, 
that if he ſhould happen to get away, 
out of my Hand, we ſhould loſe him in 
the Wood: No ſooner had he done this, 
than drawing out a Piſtol, and cocking 
it, (for Mr. Sparks had given him his 
Piſtols, to defend us) he ſwore, he would 
ſhoot me, if I did not go along with him; 
and I, all trembling and amazed, was 
| obliged 
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obliged to comply: When entering in 

the Mick of bs wy 00d, he led i. 8 

Place Where a great Tree had been felled, 
—— Here he told me, I muſt deliver hin 
the Purſe of Gold I had from Mr. Sparj; 

for he had ſeen him give it me, when h 

Horſe was lamed on the Road. I con 

plied with his Requeſt; and he then tal 
me, that he muſt have my Cloaths, whid 
« were a Riding-Jacket and Coat, thy 
. were trimmed with Silver-Lace. I beg 
« ged of him to deſiſt from taking them 
but the more carneſtly J entreated hin 
the more vehemently he ſwore, he wobl 
have them; ſo that at laſt, I was oblige 
© to pull them off: Then taking out 
large Knife, he cut the Lace of my Stay 
and alſo my Petticoat-Strings ; up 
* which, both fell to the Ground. I the 
grew more and more frightened, exped 
ing every Moment that he would kill me 
and my Terror was ſo great, that I ſcar 
c knew what I ſaid or did. | 
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My Cloaths being thus ſtripped « 

he began to take ſome impudent Libe 
ties with his Hands, which I reſiſted : 

well' as I was able, though I was ve 

weak and fatigued with having rode 
many Miles; and finding that I wouldn 

© Co 
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comply with his Deſires, unleſs by main 
Force, he fwore that Moment ſhould be 


1297 
ng int 


me to 
n fell my laſt, if I did not confent to do as he 
wer kin would have me. I entreated him, gave him 
Spart 200d Words, prayed, cried, and begged 
when I of him, not to uſe me ill; but he was 
Icon deaf to my Entreaties, and holding the 
hen Knife in one Hand, and the Piſtol cock'd 
s, wid" in the other, ſwore, that he would in- 


« tantly diſpatch me, if I did not let him 


bat, thy 

1 bo do what he pleaſed. I fell on my Knees, 
g them and entreated him more earneſtly, if poſ- 
ted hin ible, than before; MY juſt as he was 
ie won going to perpetrate his wicked Deſign, 
obligi we heard the Noiſe of ſome 7140) oy 
g ou . that ſeemed at no great Diſtance from 
y St and immediately after, a Dog open- 
; ul ing, we heard the Cry of a whole Pack 


* of Hounds in full Chace, which by the 
Sound, ſeemed to be making towards 
the Place we were in. | 


I che 
, Exped 
kill me 


J ſcarg « O Law, Papa 5 ſays Loviſa, a it 


« was certainly. Mr. bite a hunting: I 
« heard that he was out that Morning, 
« and heartily wiſh, that he had come 

« to this Gentlewoman's Aſſiſtance,” —*<« I 


ped ol 
it Liber 


ed Ve 

ene” . with 10 to“ ſaid Mr. Merit ; © but pray 
„ ſuffer her to proceed.“ 171 
vould nf Vor. I. ; * e 
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© The Fellow how ſeemed to me to h 
® as terribly frightened as myſelf; he lool 
ed as white as a Sheet, and tremble 
* like an Aſpen-Leaf: I verily beliey, 
© that if the Piſtol had been his only Wes 
pon, 1 could eaſily have taken it fron 
* him ; but the large drawn Knife, which 
© he graſped in the ſame Hand as the o 
ther, was what I feared moſt ; and it wa 
that which prevented me from crying 
© out :: For I knew, that he durſt not kil 
© me with the former, as the Report, on it 
going off, would have alarmed the Hun- 
© ters, that were now in the Wood. 


The Fellow ſcarce knew what to do, 
or whether it were beſt for him to take 
© to his Horſe, or wait till thoſe we hearl 
© in the Wood, were gone paſt us; but s 
the Hounds were preſently again a 
Fault, after their entering the Wood 
and we heard the Men keep beating a 
bout, it is very probable, that he'thought, 


they might chance to be on with u 1 he: 
© therefore, laying down his Piſtol on th after, 
Ground, he pulled a large Cord out 0 ther 
© his Pocket, and bound me down to the I cou 


© Trunk of the Tree that I was found tie 
© too; Swearing horribly all the Time, i 


(295) 
a low muttering Voice, that if I offered 
to make * leaſt Noiſe, he would ſtab 


me. 


ne to h 
he look 


rembl| 

belien Having 2 this, he took his Knife, 
ly We. and cut my Stays and quilted Petticoat 
it front to Pieces in an Inſtant; and giving them 


„ which 2 Tos a meg: the Buſhes, he rolled up 


et and Petticoat, and tak - 


s the o my laced Ja 

d it wall ing off a Belt that he had about his 
crying Waist, bound them up with it; then he 
not ki he told me, that he would go a little 
t, on u Way, till the Hunters were gone by; 


but ſwore, if I cried out, or endeavoured 
to get looſe, that, on his Return, he 
would certainly kill me. 


e Hun- 


t to do, 
What became of him afterwards I 


to tale | 
'e head know not; but I thought, that I heard 
but bim ſet off a full Gallop with the two 
gain u Horſes: Though I was ſo terribly fright- 

Wood MW <ned, that I durſt not venture to truſt my 
ating Ears, leſt being deceived by them, I 
hought e ſhould loſe my Life on his Return. 
with u 1 heard the Hunters for ſome Time 
1 on th after, but they ſeemed to beat away far- 
out of ther and farther from me, ſo that at laſt 
n to th could hear no more of them. 

and ties 


me, i K 2 41 
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Horſes ſtop, and preſently ſaw theſe 
Ladies and their Servant come up to m 


Bark and Knobs of the Tree hurt m 


(96) 


who f 
on fil 
of m 
ſecon 
tance. 
again 


Miſs 
elatio 
ſhe tl 
Cond 
it mu 
ſhe cc 
dam, 
been | 


© I now lay in a miſerable Conditia 
and a moſt painful Situation, for th 


very much: and he had bound me to iti 
tight, that the Cords cut deep into ny 
Fleſh and hurt me exceedingly. Whil 
I lay in this Anguiſh I fainted away wit 
Pain; and muſt be a conliderable Ting 
before I came to myſelf again: When! 
was in the utmoſt. Amaze, as at firf] 
I knew not where I was, nor what ha 
happened to me, 


© On recovering myſelf a little, 1 triel 


to get looſe, but in vain; however, whil ha: 
I was ſtruggling with my Bands, I heal Time 
the Sound: of ſome Horſes coming, whic hope, 
again renewed my Fears, as I apprehend the R 
ed he was returning to compleat hy one 1 
villainous Purpoſes ; but, to my gret 
Joy, I preſently afterwards diſtinguilhe Mr. 
the Voices of ſome Women talking tMourſe 
gether. This gave me Courage; and He rep 
ſet up as loud a Cry as I poſſibly cou Leav 
though my Voice was ſo weak and fan woulc 
that I was afraid at firſt I ſhould not 10 know 
heard; but, happily, I ſoon found i fallen 


it « 
there 


- 
© Vil 
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1 who ſoon ſet me at Liberty. The Joy 
—__ on finding myſelf releaſed ror a 
LY of my Senſes, and I fwooned away a. 
5 ſecond Time; but by their kind Af61- 
inc & tance, I was, I believe, ſoon recovered 
Whik again. | 
ky Miſs Watkins having thus . finiſhed her 
When! elation, Mr. Merit aſked her © how long 
Ds ſhe GOO that ſhe' had Jain in that 
"Ih Condition?“ to which ſhe replied, © that 
it mult be about three Hours, as near as 
ſhe could gueis.“ Then certainly, Ma- 
1 trig e, lays. he, the Villain muſt have 
— _ got far enough off; though I with 
1 - at you had met with Afliſtance in 
8. wd ime, to have had him puniſhed. I 
. Ir nevertheleſs, that he is not out of 
Gon i the Reach of Juſtice ; and that it may 
5 one Day or another overtake him.” 
nguiſhet wy | : | 
155 ay 5 am then enquired of her what 
3 : e Intended to take : To which 
ſew $ replied, that if he pleaſed to give her 
1415 MO to ſtay a little in his Houſe, ſhe 
. mou one to Mr. Sparks to let him 
N 3 3 ſhe was, and what had be- 
Ton * er; and wait the Return.“ Mr. 
way " eſired her to ſet inſtantly about it, 
* ere was no Time to loſe, for fear that 
K 3 Mr. 
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Mr. Sparks being recovered of his Wounds, 
might be ſet out to his Mother's aſter her. 
Alſo requeſting her to give Mr. Sparzs an In- 
vitation to come thither; for he had former- 
ly had ſome Knowledge of his Father; and 
faid, that they were welcome to make his 
Houſe their own, as long as it ſuited their 
Conveniency. 


Whereupon, Miſs Watkins returned him 
many Thanks for this, and all the other 
Favours ſhe had received: When, retiring 
to her Chamber, ſhe ſet about writing to 
Mr. Sparks; according to Mr. Merirs In- 
junction. 
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CHAT Al. 


What happened ta Will Ramble in Notting- 
hamſhire, | 


7 E left Will Ramble in his new Em- 
W ployment of keeping Sheep for the 
Farmer, and it is now, high Time for us to 
ſce how he went on. He was very auk- 
ward at firſt at any Farming Buſineſs ; but 
being a Youth of great Agility and Dexteri- 
ty, he ſoon. became, acquainted with ſeve- 
ral Branches. of Huſbandry, and grew, 
very expert. at. his Work. owever, the 
Change from Study and Recreation, dainty 
Meals and ſoft Beds; to the laborious 
Drudgery of, Plow and Cart, one Meal a 
Day at Supper Time) and a hard Flock 
to lie on, was. too. intolerable for Will 
to beag. And, indeed, Nothing could in- 
duce him to undergo it, but that which 
the Poet ſays overcomes all Things. Love 
that compelled Hercules to work. at the 
Diſtaff for the Sake of his admired Omphale, 
cauſed Mill Ramble to drudge at the labo- 
rious Toil, of Agriculture and Hyſbandry, 
for the Sake of bis endearing Peggy, vs 

0 


K 4 


( 200 ) 


ſo was the only Daughter of the Farmer 
called, where Will lived. 
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i This Laſs that had taken Vis Aﬀec. 
tion, was of a brown Complexion, hale, 
ſtrong, luſty, and well-featured : Her rug. 
dy Cheeks exceeded the deepeſt Roſe in 
their Vermillion Colour; and her Teeth 
were whiter than the Milk ſhe drew, each 
Morning and Evening, from the Dugs d 
Mally her favourite Cow. Beſides this, ſhe 
was exceeding ſweet tempered, and even 
8 to a Fault; having ſuffered 

y her eaſy Diſpoſition, in being ſeduced 
to part with her Virginity to Thomas her 
Father's Man, as they were returning from 
a Dancing- Bout, whither they had been to 
together, at a Town about three Miles dil- 
tant. However, as no ill Conſequences 


attended the Loſs of her Maidenhead, it 77 
remained a Secret to every one elſe, beſide WM did n 
themſelves. Though his ſlighting her at- ¶ decei 
terwards occaſioned her to take a great he we 
Fancy to William, on Account of his Youth, more 
Handfomeneſs, and genteel Carriage. here 

| | the c 


Will being now in his eighteenth Year, WM Obje 
began to ſhew Signs of a very amorous il them 
Complexion ; and it is no Wonder that he main 


thought ſuch a freſh, blooming Girl as bad | 
Peg 
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Farmer Peggy was, a fit Object of Deſire: And as 
ſhe had given up her Modeſty with her 
Chaſtity, ſo ſhe was as forward as William 
Aﬀec. could wiſh for. This being his firſt At- 
„ hale, ¶ tempt in making Love, we muſt own that 
ler rud. WW he was ſomewhat baſhful : But, however, as 
Roſe in me liked Will wonderfully well, and indeed 
Teeth much better than ſhe had done her former 
v, each Lover; ſhe found Means and Opportuni- 
Jugs d tics to ſurmount his Baſhfulneſs, and grati- 
his, ſhe MW fy the utmoſt” of his Deſires. For as ſhe 
d even found by his aukward Behaviour on this 
ſuffered WM Occaſion, that Vill had never before been 
ſeduced i initiated in the Myſteries of Love, ſo ſhe 
mas her i met with no Difficulty in making him be- 
g from lieve that the Violence of her Paſſion had 
been to occaſioned him to triumph over her Vir- 
les diſ. WM ginity. f 
Juences WI | | 
head, it BW ill really loved the Girl very well, and 
, beſide Bl did not entertain the leaſt Thought of her 
her af. deceiving him on any Account. Therefore 
a great i he would have given Credit to her even in a 
Youth, BW more improbable Matter than what we have 
e. here related; whereas he knew nothing to 
the contrary of her Aſſertions, ſo he had no 
n Tear, Objection to make againſt the Veracity of 
morous i them. And he might perhaps have re- 
that he mained a much longer Time in Ignorance, 
Girl a bad not an Accident, which we are about 
Pegg K 5 to 
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to relate, diſpelled the Mift that had hither. 
to hung over his Eyes and Senſes. | 


Will continued in this laborious Service 
about three Months longer, being more 
induced, as we before hinted, to remain 
therein, from the ſweet Rewards he met 
with by Peggy's kind Gratifieation of his 
Paſſion, than from any niary or in- 
tereſting Motives. But t FEruition 
had not abated his Deſire, his Conſtitution 
was as yet but tender; and Peggy being a 
briſk mettled Girl, he found the Toil in 
his Maſter's Service and the Drudgery in 
her's, too hard for him to ſupport together. 
And as he was not yet arrived at his ful 
Strength fo he could not perform every 
Way; for indeed he had laboured ſo hard 
in both Occupations, as to be reduced al- 
moſt to a Skeleton, TK 


Though Peggy was very fond of Vi Cor 
yet for certain prudentiak_Rgaſons, the ne E. 
chief of which was the Fear of being blewed, {WRctur: 
as it is vulgarly termed ; or of having theWeomin, 
Secret between — betrayed, ſhe = all 
along obliged to keep up a good Corte. 
. with her old Sweetheart T hema! 
and was forced to gratify his Deſires in the 


Way of Love, whenever he requeſted be 
| ut 
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But, be having obtained Leave of his Maſ- 
ter to go a Month into Derhyfaire to ſee his 
Father that was ill, made it two before he 
returned: During which Peggy very kindly 
condeſcended to pr — ili to ſupply his 
Place in her Embraces, and ſoon after 
found herfelf with Child by him. 


Pergy was very ſenſible to whom ſhe 


ruition Wought to attribute her Pregnancy; yet as 
titution Will was not in a Condition to maintain her 
:nd a Child with his ſmall Wages, ſhe 
Foil in thought fit to let Themas bear the Charges: 
zery in As the judged, that he having had a Finger 
gether, in the Pye, was the beſt able to ſupport her 
nis full 1 Neither did ſhe make any Heſi - 


tation about the Veracity of laying it to 
him, as ſhe reckoned it to be 3 juſt Reta-. 
ation for his having wheedled her gut a 

her Virginity. | | 


of Vi Coming Home late acroſs ſome Fields 


ns, the ene Evening from Milking, after Thomas's 
blewed, Return from Derbyfizrre, ſhe met him alſo 
ing theſgoming from Work,; and took this Op- 
was allWportunity to bim of the Manger 


acquaint 
n which ſhe found herſelf. Giving him 
o underſtand that he muſt look out in 
ime, to provide for her and the Child. 
his News was not quite ſo agreeable to 
K 6 Thomas, 
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Thomas, as when the Wife of a wealthy 
Alderman acquaints her Duck that hi, 
Labours has procured him Hopes of hay. 
ing an Heir to his Riches. - But however, 
he ſcratched his Ears, and ſaid, if it wa 
& ſo, it could not be helped, but bid her 
c come to him in the Barn, where ſhe had 
„ ſet her Milk, and he would conſult with 
her about it.“ | 


This Barn, which was not very far from 
the Houſe, being only acroſs a large Yard, 
was the Place where theſe two Lovers ge. 
nerally met together to make their Oblz- 
tions in to Venus; and where Will himielt 
had often taſted the Delights of Love with 
his charming Peggy. But as ſhe was a Girl 
of very great Art for a Country Laſs, ſhe 
had managed Matters ſo well hitherto, 2 
to keep both theſe Lovers in Ignorance o 
the Favours, that ſhe ſo kindly beſtowed 
at different Times to each of them. And 
this natural Addreſs of hers, might ſet her 


in Competition with ſome of our Ladies d 


Faſhion, who, moving in a much higher 
Sphere, have more Op 


portunities and muci 
properer Places of Aſſignation at their Com- 
mand, wherein to recompence the Aſſiduit 
of their different Lovers, than Peggy my 
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ealthy de ſuppoſed to find out at a lonely Farm- 
1at his Houle. 

f hav. | ith 

wever, Will coming Home before theſe Lovers, 


it wa BW and being very weary with his Day's Work, 
did her BWW had taken his Supper, and afterwards went 
he hal to lie down on ſome Hay that was at the 
lt with WM farther End of the Barn; for his Bed in 
the Houſe had not as yet been made for 
him. Here he fell aſleep, and ſo continu - 
r from cd till the Entrance of Peggy and Thomas; 
Tard, who began ſo loud a Parley together, little 
ers ge · thinking any one was there, that it waked 
- Obla-W him; when knowing their Voices he liſt- 
himielt ned to their Debate. 
ve with 


Thomas, irſeems, upon ſecond Thoughts, 


s a Girl 

aſs, ſhell had recollected that Peggy's Father was 
Ito, much more able to maintain the Child that 
ance of ſhe was big with, than himſelf. He there- 


eſtowed 
And 
ſet her 


fore was for perſuading her to keep the 
Matter a Secret, till it could be concealed 
no longer; and that then he would quit 


adies d ber Father's Service and go off, leaving 
higher him to maintain her and the Child. And 
d much promiſed, that during his - Abſence, he 
ir Com- would do all that was in his Power to aſſiſt 


fiduity 
* could 
4 be 


her, by ſending her whatever Money he 
could ſpare out of his Wages; which Me- 
thod he urged would be better than her 

fling- 
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finging both herſelf and the Child upon 
his Hands to provide for, who had ſuch 
ſmall Comings-1n. | 


Th 

. Peggy, on the contrary, pleaded ſtrongly ſaid 
for his marrying her, and by that Mean; about 
taking away the Diſgrace which he had Wl Surpr 
brought upon her. But Thomas demurring WW many 
upon this Point, ſhe threatened to compel upon, 
him either todo that, or to maintain her and more 
her Child; often upbraiding him with hav. | 
ing deprived her of her Virginity. He, in Af 
a dry ſneering Way, aſked her how long ter, h 
ſhe had loſt it, to which ſhe in a great away 
Rage replied, ** You know you Rogue! could 
you do ſo, as well as I, that you got it ll of Peg 
% under the Hedge in the common Fields WM icctio 
« that Night when we were coming from Ml veſpor 
« Dancing at Twxferd.” Many more Wt iefſen: 
Words followed upon this, but nat worthy Wl ſhe ha 
our relating here: However, at laſt both and a. 
Parties withdrew to their Beds, without WM of the 
altering their Reſolutions. \ have] 
| Thow 

Will, who had lain all this Time liften- Wl tion; 
ing like a Sow in Beans, finding them gone, Ml dian, 
at laſt crept ſoftly out and ftole to his WM Maint 
Chamber: Indeed he had not been much himfe 
mifſed out of the Houſe, as his Dame ” n 
2 


thought that he was gone to Bed, oy 
| 0 


Fields 
from 
more 

vorthy 

t both 

ithout 
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to his 
much 
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ke often did, without its being made for 


him. 


Though Vl was very weary, as we have 


ſaid before, and had only taken a Nap of 


about two Hours in the Barn, yet the 
Surprize at What he had heard, and the 
many Thoughts that occurred to him there- 
upon, prevented him from taking a Wink 
more all Night. | 


After much ruminating upon the Mat- 
ter, he determined within himſelf to get 
away from thence as ſoon as poſſibly he 
could: For being now convinced not on! 
of Peggy's Deceitfulneſs, in pretending Af. 
fection to him, but alſo in keeping a Cor- 
reſpondence with Thomas, it very much 
leſſened his Affection for her. Though if 
ſhe had informed him of her Circumftances, 
and ayerred that he had been the Occaſion 
of them, his Compaſſion would hardly 
have permitted him to have entertained any 
Thoughts of leaving her in ſuch a Condi- 
tion; as he knew that Mr. Merit his Guar- 
dian, might be obliged to contribute to the 
Maintainance of her and the Child, till he 
himfelf ſhould come at Age. But as this 
was not the Caſe at preſent, and that ſhe 
had never mentioned a Syllable to * 

- er 
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her being with Child; ſo he feared that 
if Thomas perſiſted in his Reſolution of 
leaving her, then ſhe might be induced to 
lay that to him which, probably, was not gf 
his own begetting, as they two had kept ſo 
long a Correſpondence together before eve; 


ame 
as Me 
ing: I 
as It ( 
mer g⸗ 
due t. 


he entered the Family. lings 3 
ing W 
However, Will took Care not to give or fez 
Peggy the leaſt Inſight into his Deſign of ſenſibl 
quitting his Service; for as he perceived Heaſineſ 
that ſhe was really very fond of him, ſo he {MW \\ itne 
very much feared that ſhe would inſiſt on 
accompanying him. To ſay the Truth, On 
Peggy loved him much better than ſhe did WM not ge 
omas; as is evident by her laying the Hof, bi 
Child to the latter, to ſkreen Vill from the ¶ icrent 
Charge: And which may be very well ac. Non th: 
counted for, from the ſame Cauſes as make; ¶ pretty 
a Woman fonder of a handſome, ſprightly Ned the 
young Fellow, than of one that is older, and I next! 
Rot ſo comely. | Moun 
| Curio 
Not many Days after this Event, Jil Part 
took an Opportunity to acquaint his Maſter, lis A 
that he ſhould be glad if he could let him havin 
have ſome Money to go to the next Mar- ſuch 
ket Town, to · buy him ſome Linen, and o- there 
ther Things that he wanted. The Maſter I bis St 


would fain have perſuaded him to let his 
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as more experienced in ſuch Sort of Deal- 
ing: But Will, not reliſhing this Propoſal, 
as it did not ſuit his Purpofe, the Far- 
mer gave him all the Money, that was 
due to him, excepting about three Shal- 


ing without taking any Leave of Peggy, 
for fear of betraying his Deſign; as. he was 
ſenſible that it would give her more Un- 
eaſineſs than he was willing to be an Eye- 
Witneſs to. 


On his leaving his Maſter's, Will did 
not go to the Town which he had told them 
of, but travelled ſeveral. Miles a quite dif- 
ferent Way till he came to Mansfeld, lying 
on the main Road from London, which is a 
pretty large Market Town. Here he reſt- 
ed the firſt Night, and hearing that on the 
next Day, being Market Day, there was a 
Mountebank to come into the Place, his 
Curioſity prompted him to ſtay, and take 
Part of the Diverſion, that the Doctor and 
his Attendants afforded: He never as yet 
having had an Opportunity of ſeeing any 
ſuch Paſtime, as he was told would be 
there exhibited, when the Doctor mounted 
his Stage. | 


Ac- 


ame buy them for him, ſaying, that ſhe 


lings; and Mill ſet out the next Morn- 
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Accordingly, at the Time of the Maui. 
bank's coming, which was ſignified to the 
Populace by his. Merry- Andrew's going a. 
bout with a Trumpet, Will took his Station 
among the Croud : And was ſo highly de- 
lighted with the Wit and Mirth that 4: 
drew. afforded, and the exceeding Agllity 
of the Rope-Dancer and Tumbler, that 
he could heartily have wiſhed; tohave made 
one among them. „ tl | 


The Diverſion being over, and it being 
too late to go forward. that Night, Will re- 
turned to the fame Houſe to lodge, which 
he had lain. at the Night before. Here all 
the Diſceurſe for that Evening was, about 
the Doctor and his Performances, and, 
amongſt other Things, it was related, that 
he wanted a Lad to be his Servant, and at- 
tend him on his Journies. On hearing 
this, Will pricked up his Ears, and reſolved 
to proffer his Service to him. 

| ceivec 
gatior 
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will e 


Accordingly, the next Morning he went 
to the Inn, where the Doctor put up, before 
the Time of his ſetting out, and offered 
himſelf to him, | | 


The 
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The Doctor eyed Will very attentively; 
nd perceiving that he was a ſtim, genteel, 
omely Youth, liked him very well : And 
s he was uſed to Diſguiſes, he thought he 


Mounts 
to the 
oing a: 


Station iv ſomewhat in his Countenance and Be- 
hly 2 aviour, more than was commonly to be 
lat Al. 


Agility 
T, that 
e made 


yer, he took no Notice at preſent ; but 
only aſked Will where he came from, and 
that he could do? to which Vill anſwer- 
d, that he came from a Town about ſix 


t being 
Pill re. 
which 


and. dreſs his- Horſes, and do what elſe he 
« ſhould ſet him about.” Is that all,” 
ſays the Doctor, that you are fit for?“ 


lere all . No, Sir,” replied Will, „ can both 
about . read and write, if that will be of any 
„ and, Bis Service to. you.“ This confirmed the 
d, that I Doctor in his former Sentiments, that Will 
nd at: ¶ vas not really what he appeared to be; how- 
Calves ever, he did not aſk him any more Queſtions 
LO1VEG 


at that Time, becauſe he would not put him 
too much out of Countenance, as he per- 
ceived him bluſh very much at his Interro- 
e went WW oations.; but bargaining with him for ſeven 
before Bl Pounds a Year, and. giving him a Crown 
offered Earneſt, he directly took him into his: Ser- 
vice: And the Oecurrences that Will Ram- 

| dle met with therein, the following Book 
The WW vill exhibit an ample: Account ot. * = 


et with under a coarſe Doublet. How- - 


© Miles off, that he could look after 
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Containing divers extraordinary Occurrenctt, Wh 

that befell Will Ramble, and ſeveral other WM(the ti 

Pierſons. . e and i 

eee Town 

The Adventures of the Mountebank, and tis, 1c 

Company, at an Inn at Nottingham. Med: 
L Ramble being now entered into 

| the Mountebank's Service, his Maſter On 

ordered a new genteel Frock to be mad Progr 

for him; and it was with a great deal of put u 

Pleaſure, that Vill Aung off his rough Jac- of ha 

ket For, to ſay the Truth, he Rill re- mark 
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rained a Spark of Pride in Him and liked 


to go well dreſſed. 


The Doctor finding Mill to be a very 
promiſing Youth, ſoon took a great Lik- 
ing to him, and entruſted him with the Se- 
cret of preparing his Medicines, in which 
Office, he was of great Service; for having 
a nimble Hand, and their Medicaments 
conſiſting but of a few Simples, he ſoon 
grew as expert in making up theſe as his 
Maſter. Beſides this, Will was very active 
upon the Stage, and could hold a tolerable 
Dialogue even with Merry- Andrew himſelf. 


The Doctor's Retinue conſiſted of his 
Merry- Andrew, a Tumbler, and Monkey, 
(the two laſt performing on the ſlack Rope) 
and Will Ramble. "They travelled about from 
Town to Town, the Doctor having general- 
ly five or ſix Stages erected in different 
Places, where he exhibited the Performances 
of himſelf and Company, and diſperſed his 
Medicines on different Market-Days. 


One of the Doctor's Stages, during his 
Progreſs, was at Nottingham, where they 
put up at a large Inn, the Landlord where- 
of had a Wite and Daughter that were re- 
markable for their Beauty, . though not 


for 
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nerally the only Qualification they brig 
Home with them from their Travels. By 
Will had the Fortune to obtain this Ac: 


great 
home 


the I 

* compliſhment without being at the Pain derte 
and Expence of viſiting foreign Parts, Com: 
only attending the Mountebank, his Mali ..;; gh 
ter, in his Progreſs through ſome of 0 WA 
domeſtic Counties. And, indeed, I do ng any \ 
well ſee how a Youth of his Genius ar 17 
Spirit, could avoid poſſeſſing himſelf d 
ſuch a valuable Acquiſition, by travellir Ine 
in ſuch good Company; that were al] profil mat 
feſſed Maſters of Impudence, and made Chen 
a general Rule among them, never to h rn 
put out of Countenance on any Occaſi guage 
whatſoever. Fe 
© 1. \WGeniv: 
Here I mult indulge my Vanity a littk tem; 
by hintinga Propoſal, which 1 apprehen Habit. 
may be vaſtly ſerviceable to my Country of this. 
as, by being put in Execution, it may fa e 
this Nation ſome Thouſands of Pounds tha -. gion 
are now annually carried out of it: Thy thing 
our young Gentlemen of Quality, inſtea Ro 
of being permitted to travel into foreig that ſo; 
Countries, ſhould be obliged firſt to mal Hoa 8 
the Tour of their own, under the Inſpectic 2 "Y 
of ſome Mountebank, or Quack-Dotu pg y 
whereby they might, at leaſt, become un Ropers 
tiated in Impudence, if not acquire iry Vi 


85 Vol. 
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big great an Aſſurance as they commonly bring 
Is. hu home with them from Abroad. And alſo 
ais A the Ladies, by making a Progreſs through 
e Pan certain Parts of this Iſland, with ſome 
nary Companies of our ſtrolling Players, they 
1S Mal. 


might likewiſe obtain as much of this ne- 
ceſſary Accompliſhment, as is ſufficient for 
any Woman of Quality to make a Figure 


of ov 
do nat 
ius and 
mſelf d 
avellin 
all Pro 
made! 
Er tO bf 
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Indeed, I apprehend only one Objection, 
that can be made againſt the foregoing 
Scheme; which is, that ſuch Pupils will 
neither learn new Faſhions, nor new Lan- 
guages, by the Manner of Travelling that 
| have here propoſed. But as their own 
Genius, if they have any, will readily aſſiſt 
them in the former, on ſeeing the different 
Habits that are worn in the ſeveral Parts 
of this Kingdom; and that the latter is ſel- 
dom acquired Abroad to any . of Per- 
fection, by our young People of Quality, fo 


"A little 
»prehen 
-ountry 
may fa 
inds th 


* 4 | think it may very well diſpenſed with. 
, 10 h However ſanguine my Wiſhes may be, 
> wy that ſome ſuch Scheme was be put in Execu- 
1 bes tion, for the Intereſt of my native Country; 
"Do ert, as J have no great Expectation of this 


ever meeting with the Approbation of my 
Superiors, I ſhall immediately quit all the 
airy Views of a Projector; and, re- aſſuming 

Vo“. I. L the 


-OMEe in 
:quire 
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the Sagacity of an Author, proceed in my 
Narrative. | 


It was about Eleven o'Clock in the 
Morning when the AMountebank and his Re. 
tinue arrived at the Inn; for they came 
not many Miles; and the Doctor im. 
mediately ordered a handſome Dinner, 
and invited the Landlord, his Wife and 
Daughter, to partake of it. As for hi 
Attendants, there was a Buttock of Beef in 
the Pot, and a Saddle of Mutton before 
the Kitchen Fire, whereon he thought they 
might very well appeaſe their Hunger, 


_ His Andrew was a very dexterous 
Fellow: Could beat a Drum, ſound 4 
Trumpet, fiddle, dance and tumble, ex- 
ceeding well; was very ready-witted, and, 
when the Doctor was at Home, he ſerved 
in his Shop as a Journeyman. Beſides 
which, being a handſome clear-ſkinned 
Fellow, he was of extraordinary Service to 
his Maſter, both at Home and in his Tra 
vels, in the laudable Occupation of a Pimp: 
Though in this, Merry Andrew would of- 
tentimes be his Maſter's Taſter; and ge. 
nerally helped himſelf to the firſt Cut, i 
the Meat was young, tender, and delicate, 
gr any other ways agreeable to his * 
| - The 


urer, 
with it 


| And. 
ain 
ding 
ne for 
is Jibe 
but no 
nong t! 


Parlour 
Vhet y 


nd aſke 
ered fe 
pon thi 
ere wa 
addle « 
itchen. 


(6219 


in my 


The many Services he had Patel 


in the Jin this laſt Occupation, made him a great 
us Re. Favourite with the Doctor; and alſo 
came rendered him (What all Favourites general- 
or im. I are to their Patrons) very ſaucy. For 
Rtiner though it was a Part of his Character to be 
ife and free With his Maſter, when he had got his 


party-coloured Jacket on ; yet he would 


for his - 
ften aſſume it at other Times, when the 


Beef 5 

1 * Doctor thought it not ſo becoming and 
ht they othing but his former Merit, as a Pro- 
et. urer, could have made his Maſter put up 


with it. 


Xterous 


and 2 —Audrew was a very liquoriſh-mouth'd 


ainty Fellow; and on ſeeing two Fowls 


le, ex-. / 
Lad ding the Spit for his Maſter, and never a 
ſerved: for himſelf, he began to be very free of 
Beſides l Jibes and Jokes about it in the Kitchen: 
ſkinnedllat not finding them have any Effect a- 
rvice to | ong the Audience ther E, he ran into the 


arlour, where his Maſter was tak; | 
Vhet with the Landlord and 8 ip 
ad aſked him very freely, what he had or. 
cred for his Servants Dinner ?——Where- 


is Tra- 
a Pimp: 
uld of- 


d ge- 
1. pon the Landlady directly replied, that 
Jelicate ere was a nice Buttock of Beet, and a fine 
Palate, © of Mutton getting ready in the 


bel ichen. — Ay, voy the Doctor, © ſure 
2 


you 
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© you may all make a hearty Meal of ty 
* ſuch good Joints.” © But, Sir,” ſay 
Andrew, are we to have no Fowl, I cou 
© like a Fowl very well. —“ Mr. 4+. 
© drew,” replies the Landlady, we hay: 
no more in the Houſe at preſent, be. 
« ſides thoſe two that are upon the Spit for 


and Fi 
Plates, 
pans, | 
Jack | 
hat ſh 


urat | 


< your Maſter's Dinner.“ What, Sir,“ ſay; She 
the Droll, you eat two Fowls, and allo ere h 
Andrew ne'er a one, when there are ſuch ies of 
Plenty of them flying about the Houſe? Whtandin 
What Plenty does the Man mean,” . rail 
plies the Landlady, in a Sort of a Pet: © IIe beg 
© am ſure we have no more left out of t is th 
half Dozen, that we bought t'other Dã you 

* than thoſe two at the Fire; for our Hen. and 
© Rooſt was robbed laſt Week. — “ Oh Pewt 
ſays Andrew, then, perhaps, theſe are the 
new Brood; for I am ſure they are flying Fire 
about in the Kitchen and have beat moved 
© the Pewter and Braſs off the Shelves the Ce 
If ſo,” anſwered the Landlady, youChops 
© ſhall have one killed preſently for you Throat 
Dinner.“ Upon this, ſhe immediate after tl 
haſtened into the Kitchen to ſee the Fov|ifſed aga 
he ſpoke of, hearing a violent Noiſe aui Venge 
Uproar at a Diſtance: But on her EM had or 
trance, ſhe found Dorothy the Houſe-maidMdemoli 
Tom the Chamberlain, Suſan the Coo Flame. 
maid, and Joe the Oſtler, all at high Word chis M 


and 
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and Fiſty-Cuffs together; with the Pewter, 
Plates, Diſhes, Candleſticks, and Sauce- 
pans, ſtrewed all over the Place : And the 
Jack ſtanding ſtill, - while the Victuals 


hat ſhould have been roaſting, was almoſt 
urnt before the Fire. | 


She inſtantly perceived what Fowl An- 
rew had meant ; as ſhe heard whole Vol- 
ies of foul Words flying about, notwith- 


ſtanding her Preſence. Whereupon, direct- 
ly raiſing her Voice to the higheſt Pitch, 


ſhe began to. bellow out, What the Devil 


is the Meaning of all this Uproar ? Do 
you think, you Parcel of d-----d Rogues 
and Whores, that I am to have all my 
« Pewter and Braſſes beat to Pieces, and 


the Gentleman's Dinner ſpoiled at the 
Fire for you.” On ſaying this, ſhe 
moved forward a few Steps, and gave Suſan, 
the Cook-maid, ſuch a Blow over the 
Chops as ſent two of her Teeth down her 
Throat, and a whole mouthful of Blood 
after them. The Cook-maid directly turn- 
ed again at her Miſtreſs, and aiming all her 
Vengeance on a fine lac'd Cap, that ſhe 
had on her Head, inſtantly tore it off and 
demoliſhed it. The Miſtreſs all in a 
Flame, on having her Finery deſtroyed in 
this Manner, flew at Suſan; and faſtning 

L 3 both 
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both her Claws in her Hair, dragged 


her to the Ground. Foe the Oſtler, was 
trying to deliver Suſan his Favourite, out of 
the Landlady's Clutches, when her Huſ. 
band entered the Kitchen; being drawn 
thither by the Uproar, that he had heard 
from thence, in the Room behind the Bar, 
where he had been ſitting with the Doctor. 


On ſeeing the Oſtler and his Wife ſtrug. 
gling together, the Landlord dealt a heavy 
Blow at the former, which he returning 
again very briſkly, a fierce Battle enſued 
between thefe two ; but Joe, being a ſtrong 
young Fellow, ſoon brought his Anta- 
gon to the Ground. Upon this, the 
andlady ran directly into the Room to 
the Doctor, with her Hair all about her 
Ears, and prayed him to come and aſſiſ 
her Huſband in the Kitchen : for ſhe was 
afraid he would be murthered by his own 
Servants, The Doctor haſtened thither, 
and by the Aſſiſtance of his Merry-Andreu, 
the Tumbler, and Vill, who had ſtood 
hitherto as idle Spectators, ſoon parted the 
Combatants, yet it was ſome Time before 
Peace could be reſtored among them; for 
high Words ſubſiſted for a long Time after: 
But they ſeemed too much weakened mw 
then 
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Though the Doctor's Attendants had been 
only Lookers on, during this Fray, yet it 
was them that had þeen the Occaſion of 
it. For Suſan, the Cook-maid, being a 
very likely Laſs, the Merry- Andrew had at- 
tacked her Lips pretty briſkly ſince he had 
been in the Houſe ; the Tumbler followed 
his Example with the Houſe-maid ; and 
Jill had been very free, in engaging the 
Landlord's Daughter in the ſame Manner. 


Now the Chamberlain and Dolly the 
Houſe-maid, with the Oſtler and Sſan, 
were link'd together in the Bands of Love; 
and could not bear the Provocation of ſee- 
ing theſe new Comers make ſo free with 
their Miſtreſſes, who rather ſeemed to 
give them Encouragement, than expreſs 
any Diſſatisfaction thereat. Though the 
Chamberlain and Oftler had no Room 
to quarrel] with the Strangers, for the 
Liberties they took with the Women ; 
yet, they could not forbear being diſ- 
pleaſed with their Miſtreſſes for allowing 
it; and expreſſed their Diſlike by glouting 
Looks, and ſurly Words. This the two 
Women reſented with opprobrious Appella- 
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tions; which being as readily returned b 
the others, ſoon occaſioned the Candle. 
ſticks, Braſſes, Plates, and other miſſile 
Weapons, to fly about the Kitchen; { 
that on the Landlady's Entrance therein 
ſhe found above half the Utenſils thereof 
diſplaced from the Shelves, and very much 
battered and bruiſed in the Engagement, 
However, all Hoſtilities being at Length 


The A 


B 
JJ Ir 


put an End to, by the Doctor's Mediation, Three. 
the ſeveral Parties adjourned to Dinner inWj.andla 
tolerable Order. That is, firſt the Doctor Wot of 


with the Landlord and Landlady, and their 
Daughter, ſat down to the ſcorched Fowl; 
in the Room behind the Bar; and after. 
wards, the Doctor's Attendants, with the 
Servants of the Houſe, fell to the Beef and 
Mutton in the Kitchen, 


Ix arr? 
ervan 
put 
he Ho 
'onfuſ; 


ion fol 


It w. 
vas Or 
ondon. 
He ha 
Hours | 
o give 
he Di 
ions, 
But, ul 
ell as 
00 my 


CHAP 


( 225 ) 
ned by 
-andle. 
miſſile 
en; ſo 
herein, 


CHAP. II. 


Ne Arrival of a great Perſonage at the 


thereof Jun. 

much 6 
ement, M Y the Time that all the People of the 
Length E Inn had dined, the Clock ſtruck 
diation, Mrhree. When juſt as the Doctor and 
nner in Landlady were going to fit down to a 
Doctor {Wot of Coffee together, two Coaches and 


id their 


ix arrived, with a numerous Retinue ot 


Fo ervants on Horſeback : This immediate- 
J after. y put the Landlord and Landlady, and all 
1th the ne Houſe, into the greateſt Hurry and 
eef and {MConfuſion, to provide proper Accommoda- 


ion for ſo large a Company. 


It was a Nobleman of Diſtinction, that 
ras on his Journey from Weſtmoreland to 
andon, who was now arrived at the Inn. 
He had diſpatched a Servant about two 
Hours before, at near fifteen Miles Diſtance, 
0 give Notice of his. Approach, and order 
he Dinner, and other neceſſary Prepara- 
lons, in Readinefs againſt his coming: 
But, unfortunately for the poor Fellow, as 
& as his Lordſhip, he had taken a Cup 
00 much that Day on the Road, and hap- 

L 5 pened. 
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pened to ride a dozen Miles out of the 
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Way before he perceived his Error : Which 
occaſioned there not being any Dinner pro- 


vided, ſuitable for the Entertainment of ſo 
noble a Gueſt. 


This, as we ſaid before, cauſed 1 
great Buſtle at the Inn, and put all the 
Family in a prodigious Hurry; and alſo his 
Lordſhip into a moſt violent Rage: Who 
ſtormed, thundered, and ſwore about in 
the Inn-Yard and the Houſe, with all that 
Impetuoſity, Fire, and Spirit, which ſo 


eminently diſtinguiſhes an Exgliſb Man of 


Quality, from any other: Whereby his 
Domeſticks were ſo terrified, that not one 
of them dared hardly to venture near him, 
till his Paſſion was over; which did not 
ſubſide till that ſharp and violent Provoca. 
tive, his Hunger, was allayed by a good 
Dinner, that was near two Hours in pre- 
Ping: At this Meal his Lordſhip fat 2. 
ut the ſmall Time of an Hour and 
Halt : During which, none of his Servant; 
could get aicy Thing to ſatisfy their Ap- 
petites, but ſuch cold Victuals as the 
Mountebank's Company and the Family 
had leit : Which they were obliged to pro- 
cure as it were, by Stealth; for it would 
have been deemed an heinous Piece of Ar- 
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rogancy in any of them, to have offered to 
ſit down to a Morſel till his Lordſhip had 
dined. 


The Coach wherein this Nobleman rode 
carried alſo his Lady, and her Siſter, and a 
Gentleman that was his Lordſhip's Com- 
panion 3 who was much of the ſame Uſe 
to him, as Merry- Andrew was to the Moun- 
tebapk ; that is, he ſerved him for his 
Buffoon, his Paraſite, and his Pimp. The 
other Coachfull conſiſted of the Ladies, 
two Pin-Stickers (commonly called their 
Waiting Women) and two Chamber-maids, 
that were Servants both to theſe and their 
Ladies alſo: Thoſe on Horſeback were my 
Lord's German Valet, his French Cook, his 
Groom of the Chambers, Butler, and fix 
Servants in Livery. 


At prot near Seven o'Clock at Night, 
that is to ſay, after they had been come in 
almoſt four Hours, his Lordſhip's Servants 
ſat down to Dinner: To which late Hour 
their Appetites being habited by long Cuſ- 
tom, they fell to their half hot and half 
cold Victuals, as eagerly as a Day Labourer 
does, to his Meal at Noon Time; notwith - 
ſtanding they had ſomewhat appeaſed their 
Hunger, by the Remnants of the Buttock of 
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Beef, and the Saddle of Mutton, which they 
found in the Houſe ready dreſſed. 


During this Time the Man arrived, who 
had been diſpatched before to the Inn to 
give Notice of his Lord's coming ; but 
as both Liquor and Night had overtaken 
him, he had been obliged to hire a Guide 
to conduct him hither, where he found his 
Lordſhip, and all his Attendants but him- 
ſelf, arrived long before him. 


As the poor Fellow was very much fa- 
tigued, both with hard Riding and hard 
Drinking, it was thought proper that he 
ſhould not ſee his Lordſhip that Night; but 
he having heard of the Man's Arrival, the 
Condition he was in, and the Manner he 
had loſthis Way, gave Orders to the Valet 
to pay him his Wages and diſcharge him 
ie However, the Man begged ſo 
hard that it might be deferred till the next 
Morning, when he hoped to give a more 
| ſatisfactory Account of himſelf ; and his 
Lordſhip at the Interceſſion of his Lady, 
and her Siſter, being mollified by their 
Entreaties, condeſcended at laſt that the 


Affair ſhould be poſtponed. 
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The Gentleman who accompanied his 
Lordſhip, and whoſe Character has been 
before related, happened to come into the 
Kitchen to deliver ſome Orders to the 
Coachman, when the Merry- Andrew was 
ſtanding by the Fire-ſide, dreſſed in his 
Party-coloured Jacket ; having been that 
Afternoon blowing his Trumpet about 
the Town, to give Notice of his Maſter's 
Arrival, and that he was to mount the 
Stage the next Day. He was now divert- 
ing the Company round him 1n the Kitchen, 
with ſome of his Jokes and Witticiſms; 
who were ſo attentive to the Droll's Diſ- 
courſe, that little Notice was taken by 
them of the aforeſaid Gentlemen ; who 
calling one of my Lord's Servants afide to 
him, aſked, ſomewhat loudly, whoſe Fool 
that was. Andrew on hearing this, replied 
as Joud, * Not your Fool, Sir! nor your 
© Maſter's.” With that, the Gentleman 
turning again came up to Anudreto; and 
calling him a ſaucy Raſcal, aſked him what 
he meant by his Maſter ? Who was his 
Maſter ?—<* Why that great Lord with- 
© in, I ſuppoſe,” ſays Andrew, but tho? 
© he keeps a great many Fools, in party- 
coloured Cloaths, I don't belong to him: 
* I am Servant to the famous Doctor L—, 

Profeſſor 
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* Profeſſor in Phyſic, Surgery, Chymiſtry, 
© and Alchemiſtry ; Maſter of all the jj. 
© beral Arts and Sciences; and chief Denti. 
« ficator and Operator, for the Teeth, to the 
Emperor of Monomotapa. 


Confound you and your Maſter to- 
* gethef,” ſays the Gentleman, I have 
great Mind to kick you round the Kitchen 
for an impudent Scoundrel.* If you 
do,“ ſays Andrew, * I ſhall certainly let 
a F-—t and befoul your Toes. But 
though you have got a lac'd Waiſtcoat 
© on, and a Gold-button'd Coat; Fl ſound 
© a Trumpet, beat a Drum, play on the 
* Fiddle, or dance a Jig with you for a 
Guinea; and here's the Money down. 
Pulling a Guinea at the ſame Time out of 
the Side of his long Trouſers, and flinging 
it on the Kitchen Dreſſer. | 


The Gentleman had no longer Patience, 
but gave Andrew a ſmart Slap on the Face; 
which he directly returned, by lifting up 
his Leg as high as the other's Head, and 

iving him ſuch a Kick with the Heel af * ic 
is Shoe upon the Jaws, as made him re- take 
treat backwards to the other Side of the Vent 
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inga Whip out of one of the Nobleman's Ser- 
vants Hand, that was ſtanding by, he came 
forward to correct Andrew with it, for his In- 
ſolence; who ſeeing his Purpoſe, ſuddenly 
wrenched it from him with a ſtrong Jerk, 
and leaped over his Head. Andrew, hav- 
ing now got the Whip in his own Hand, 
was going to beſtow on the other what had 
been deſign'd for himſelf ; but the Ser- 
rants called out to him to hold, telling him 
the other was aGentleman, and their Lord's 
Companion : Upon which, Andrew ſtaid 
his Hand, ſaying, if he is a Gentleman, 
I] am ſure he muſt be a Fool, to diſturb 
me in my Profeſſion.” 


The Gentleman not bearing to ſuffer this 
Uſage, flew into my Lord's Apartment 
to fetch his Sword, and run Azgrew through 
the Body ; but he, being appriſed of his 
Deſign, very wiſely fled away to his own 
Room, and locked himſelf in. As my 
Lord and the two Ladies were very much 
ſurprized at Mr. Seabrook's (for that was 
the Gentleman's Name) being in ſuch a 
Paſſion, they would not permit him to 
take his Sword; but his Lordſhip himſelf 
went into the Kitchen, to know the Cauſe 
of this Outrage, and who had dared to af- 
front him. Being there informed that it 

Was 


= .  - — . = 
__ * = * 
. — - - 


— 
— — 4 — 


| 


ti 
4H 
4 | 


— — — 


> —_— ak 4 75s — — -— "Sm _ — —— * : - 2 
— — — — = : > >; 5 * = 2A 2 = l 2 - 
— rr r Yr  * = — — — — 2 * 2 — - — — 2 — — — — 21 —— 
» —— —_— — — — ES — ade GT ILISS "WF gs Ss S — * - . > = — — * * — ' 
Rd 2 _— 2 2 2 E — hacks * — — . —_ = —__— — — _— — — 4 


(232 ) 

was the Mountebank's Merry- Andrew, he 
immediately ſent ſome of his Servants to 
fetch him into his Preſence. But Andrey 
was too cunning for them, and would b 
no Means be decoyed out of his Faſtneſs: 
As he dreaded being expoſed to the Rage 
of my Lord himſelf, though he heeded not 
the other's Anger, whom he very igno- 
rantly had miſtaken for one of his Lord- 
ſhip's chief Domeſticks. 


My Lord knew nothing, before this of 
the Mountebank and his Company being at 
the Inn; and finding Andrew was not eaſily 
to be come at, he ſent for the Doctor him. 
ſelf into the Room to him, and Mr. Sea— 
brook, and the two Ladies. The Doctor 
was ſomewhat ſurprized at this haſty Sum- 
mons; yet as he imagined it was to draw 
a Tooth, prepare a ſmelling Bottle, or per- 
form ſome other Part of his Buſineſs, he 
began to feel in his Pockets for the Caſe of 
Inſtruments, that he generally carried a- 
bout him: But on his Entrance in the 
Room was greatly aſtoniſhed to hear Mr. 
Seabrook lay a violent Charge againſt his 
Merry- Andrew, for an Aſſault and Abuſe, 
and my Lord aſked him, by what Au- 


© thority he kept a Pack of Fools to at- 
front Gentlemen? | 
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The Doctor replied, that he was a licen- 
tiate Phyſician; and as he travelled the 
Country for his Livelihood, ſo he was 
© obliged to keep Folks to entertain and 
divert the common People. — That he 
© had always thought his Andrew to be a 
very civil, honeſt, facetious Fellow, and 
was ſorry it he had given any Affront to 
the Gentleman, as he was ſure it muſt 
proceed from Miſtake and Ignorance of his 
© Quality: But that, if his Lordſhippleaſed, 
* Andrew ſhould be obliged to aſk his Par- 
don, or he would inſtantly diſcharge him 
from his Service, and afterwards the 
Gentleman might deal with him as he 
thought proper.” My Lord and Mr. 
Seabrook inſiſted upon this Satisfaction, 
which the Doctor promiſed they ſhould 
haye: When, making his Obeyſance, 
he went to his own Room, and ſent for 
Andrew, 


Mr. Merryman, on his Appearance be- 
fore his Maſter, related the whole of the 
Matter to him: ſaying alſo, That if the 
* other was a Gentleman, he was ſure that 
* he muſt be a Fool, for taking any At- 
front from one that was obliged to be 
* ſaucy by his Profeſſion.* That 14 
. = 


( 234 ) 
be, very probably,“ ſays his Maſter, 
© but then, Andrew, as he is a richer Fo] 
© than er a one of us, I have promiſe 


that you ſhould give him Satisfaction by ll thei 
* aſking his Pardon: And you muſt either eeded 
do it, or I muſt inſtantly diſcharge you. ether 
Do what you pleaſe for that, Sir,” ſays [ o this 
Andrew, but I don't ſee why one Fog eved, 
* ſhould be obliged to aſk another's Par. pood P 
don for doing him no Injury; I am ſur e, 
he ſtruck me firſt, and as to what I did, ently b 
any one would have done the ſame, as it em t 
* was only in my own Defence.” | 
My 
No Matter for that, Audrew,” ſays tie MPeligh. 
Doctor, he is a Gentleman, and you muſt and thi 
© ſubmit to your Betters ; and J adviſe you the L 
© toit as a Friend. Perhaps the Noblema Ie Tu 
may think fit to eee you for your act in 
Submiſſion; but you muſt certainly ex- chere 
© pect Nothing, but to feel the Effects of the 
* his Wrath, from your ſtanding out.” Nh 
Andrew, through his Maſter's Perſuz Neſired 
ſions, was at laſt obliged to truckle, tho n, 
with great Reluctance. The Doctor con- eabrog 
ducted him into my Lord's Room, where, Eibe! 
with a low Obeyſance to the Company, go. 
Andrew aſked Pardon of Mr. Seabrook, and W*"ibit 
declared, that it was through Ignorance of ſhip, a. 


his 
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Viaſter is Quality that he had made ſo free with 
er Fo him. Upon this, my Lord filled him out 
omi Glaſs of Wine, and Andrew drank to 


tion by ll their Healths. My Lord then pro- 
k either ceded to alk him ſome Queſtions, and 
e you! hether he could ſhew them any Diverſion : 
r, ſays lo this the Doctor anſwered : That he be- 
e Foo ieved, his Andrew and Tumbler to be as 
5s Par. Mood Performers, in their Way, as any in 
m ſure rope, which his Lordſhip ſhould pre- 
1 did, ently be ſatisfied of, if he would permit 
e, as em the Honour to perform before him. 

My Lord, being a Man that took great 

ays tie {Wight in ſuch Sort of Entertainments, 
u mut nd thinking it would be a Diverſion for 
riſe you the Ladies, defired, that Andrew and 
bleman ne Tumbler might prepare themſelves to 
r your et in the largeſt Room in the Houſe, 
ly e here he and his Company would come to 
fects of ee their Dexterity ; Giving Andrew half 
t. Crown for himſelf and the Tumbler to 
irink together, before they began: And 

Perſuz Neſired the Doctor, in the mean while, to fit 
le, tho 9D, and take a Glaſs with him and Mr. 
or con- Neabroo. The Mountebank readily accepted 
Where, of the Honour, while his Andrew and Tum- 
mpany, der got themſelves and the Room prepared to 
ok, and Nechibit their Performances before his Lord - 

ance of hip, and the Company that were with him. 
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Some other extraordinary Adventures ubid 
happened at the Inn. 


N about half an Hour's Time every 

Thing was in Readineſs; and th: 
Tumbler and Merry- Andrew began to ſhey 
their Dexterity before my Lord, the two 
Ladies, and Mr. Seabrook; as alſo the 
Landlord, Landlady, and their Daughter, ere © 
and all the Reſt of the People in the In I>"PP® 
whom his Lordſhip graciouſly admitted to mile g 
be Partakers in his preſent Diverſion; Night 
wherewith he was ſo highly delighted, tha, te * 
at the End, he contributed very handſome· ¶ cle F. 
ly to the two Performers, as did Mr. Ses. 


brook and the two Ladies: After which, All 
ſuch of them as could eat, adjourned to moſt 
Supper, and at laſt, they all betook them; a 
ſelves to Bed. quet « 
ber, 7 
Early the next Morning, the Nobleman Land 
and his Retinue proceeded on their Jour- Light 
ney to London; his Lordſhip having fir Houf 
agreed to pardon the Servant, that had loſt Maid 
his Way the Day before, for his Fault in Po 
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he Doctor and Company exhibited their 
performances in the Market-Place, to the 
preat Satisfaction and Entertainment of the 
whole Town. 


Nothing remarkable happened now till 
Sopper-Time : When Mill Ramble, having 
played his Part ſo well theſe two Days paſt 
rith the Landlord's Daughter, as entirely 
to gain her Affection, was made as happy 
by "her, as he could wiſh, in his own 
Room, while the reſt of the Company 
were taking their Evening's Draught after 
Supper; and Will alſo obtained the Pro- 
miſe of being admitted to take Part of a 
Night's Lodging with her, if he could find 
the Way to her Chamber, when the reft of 
the Family were in Bed. 


All the Houſe being gone to reſt, and 
moſt of them fallen a-fleep ; Mill, hav- 
ing a Mind for another Meal at the Ban- 
quet of Love, ſtole ſoftly out of his Cham- 
ber, and endeavoured to find that of the 
Landlord's Daughter : But having no 
Light, and being quite a Stranger to the 
Houſe, he miſtook that of Dolly, the 
Maid's for it; who being charmed with the 
Dexterity and active Performances of the 
Merry- Andrew, had given him the ſame 

Aſ- 
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Aſſignation as her young Miſtreſs hy 


done to Wil, and, therefore, had left he 
Door a little open, for his more eaſy A 
mittance. 


Will finding the Door at jar, thought he 
was pretty right; and groping about in 
the Dark for the Bed, called in a ſoſ 
whiſpering Tone: „ My Dear !-—wher 
are you?“ When he heard a Woman' 
Voice anſwering him in the ſame Manner: 
Whereupon, he preſently found out the 
Bed; and direCtly entering it, was very 
warmly received in Doliy's Embraces. 


Not long after Andrew aroſe; and ſeek: 
ing for the Chamber, came to the Door: 
But on finding it locked, whereas, by Ap- 
pointment, it was to have been left open, 
he concluded that he was wrong ; and, 
therefore, proceeded farther in his Search, 
till he came to the Room where the Land- 
lord's Daughter lay, in Expectation of 
William's Approach to her longing Arms. 


On finding this Door open, Andrew en- 
tered ; and thinking he was right, locked 
it again after him. The young Woman 
lay very ſtill, for fear of being over-heard 
by thoſe that lay in the next Room to her; 
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reſs d Andrew, having gave her ſome Kiſſes, 
1 left ss undrefling himſelf, when he perceived 
eaſy Ae Light of a Candle glance through the 


ey-Hole, and preſently Somebody gave 
loud Bounce at the Door: Which, either 
cing not ſhut quite cloſe, or the Lock not 
ing very good, flew open; when, to her 


reat Surprize, ſhe ſaw her Father entering 
when be Room, and Andreto ſtanding by her 
omanWed-Side, in his Shirt. | 
Janner 
out the Wl As ſhe was very much amazed at this 
as very nexpected Sight, ſhe gave a loud Skream ; 
es. ind her Father, on ſeeing Andrew, aſked 
im, what Buſineſs he had there, and whe- 
d ſeck. Her he was come to debauch his Daughter. 
Door: Wrcrew firmly denied the Charge, as, in- 
by Ap. ed, he had no ſuch Deſign; and ſaid, 
t open, hat being obliged to go down Stairs on 
; and, Nome neceſſary Occaſions, in his Return, he 
Search, Wd miſtook that Chamber for his own. 
Land he Landlord replied, that he believed, he 
ion of Nas a Villain; and inſtantly gave him ſuch 
rms, We Blow, with his Fiſt, as almoſt ſtunned 
poor Andrew: But recovering himſelf, and 
ew en- Ning a ſtrong young Fellow, he ſtruck at 
locked Mile Landlord again, and knocked the 
ſoman Candle and Candleſtick out of his Hand: 
heard Thereupon, a fierce Engagement enſued 
o her; between theſe two in the Dark, the Daugh- 


ter 
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ter all the while ſcreaming out Murther, a 
loud as ſhe could bawl. 


This Uproar alarmed ed all the 
Inn; and the Chamberlain and Oſtler com. 
ing to their Maſter's Aſſiſtance, releaſe, 
him from Andrew's Clutches, who had 
gotten him down on the Floor, and wx 
belabouring him "oy heartily when they 
entered. 


The Landlady, on hearing the Noiſe, 
and knowing where her Huſband wa 
gone to, ſlipt on her Gown and Petticoat, 
and came running to ſee what was the 
Matter: When hearing that Andrew, be. 
ing found in her Daughter's Room, had 
been the Occaſion of the Quarrel between 
them, ſhe flew at him, and called him al 
the vile Names ſhe could think of; but the 
Chamberlain getting him away from 
her, conducted him fafely to his own 
Room. 


When all the reſt were gone, the Huf 
band and Wite began to upbraid their 
Daughter, in the moſt opprobrious Terms, 
for admitting ſuch a Fellow into bet 
Chamber: “ Huſſey,“ ſaid the Landlady, 
C * had it been a Gentleman, that could have 
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paid handſomely for a Night's Plea- 
6 ſure with you, indeed, then you might 
have had ſome Excuſe : But to take a 
© poor, pitiful, louſy Pickle-herring Dog 
of a Merry-Andrew to Bed with you, who 
can hardly afford a Shilling for a Pint of 
Wine! You will never follow your Mo- 
« ther's Steps, that you never. will, you 
Jade, you; I was always Company for 
© my Better's. If I had taken up with 
© ſuch Fellows as this, your Father would 
© never have been able to have kept the 
« Houſe ſo long over his Head. I nevet 
© denied your keeping Company with 
Gentlemen of the Army, as long as they 
© had Money, nor ſhould not be againſt 
« your obliging any one, that can afford to 
© pay for itz but to let ſuch a Scrub Dog 
© as this to come to Bed to you! What 
the Devil could you expect to make of 
him? 


Here the Daughter burſting out into 
Tears, ſwore that ſhe was as innocent as 
the Child unborn, and knew nothing of 
Andrew's coming into the Room :—* You 


© know nothing of it, you Slut you,“ re- 
plied the Landlady, a likely Story truly; 
* why how could any Man come into your 
: 4 without your knowing it.“ In- 

Vor. I. 


« deed, 
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deed, Mother,” anſwered the Daughter, 
I don't know; but I thought I had locked 
the Door when I went to Bed; and per. 
haps, the Lock may be faulty.” © I believe 
ſo too, anſwered the Landlord ; for tho 
I thought it locked on my coming to the 
Door, yet it opened very eaſily on giving 
it a gentle Puſh; but I will have it alter. 
ed To- morrow.“ The Lock faulty 
marry,” ſays her Mother, I believe your 
Lock is faulty indeed, or elſe you would 
not ſuffer it to be thus picked by every 
mean Fellow. | 


Gee a 


Notwithſtanding the Landlady's Unbe- 
lief in this Matter, yet we mult do her 
Daughter the Juſtice which becomes every 
impartial Hiſtorian to uſe; by declaring, 
that the aforeſaid Lock of her Chamber- 
Door had been played Tricks with fo often, 
by falſe Keys and Picklocks, for the Ad- 
miſſion of her Lovers at convenient Hours, 
that it really was become very inſecure : 
And the Spring being ready to fly back on 
the leaſt Touch, had occaſioned her Father's 
ealy Admittance; for Andrew had locked 
it as well as he could after him. 


And here, perhaps, it will not be amiſs 


to acquaint the Reader, what Occaſion 
brought 
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brought the Landlord up to his Daughter's 
Chamber ſo late ; as probably his Curioſity 


may have been excited , on this Point, 


wherein he has hitherto been kept in the 
Dark. But we fhall immediately clear jt 
up, by acquainting him, that the Landlady 
having eaten too freely of ſome pickled 
Cucumbers at Supper, they had given her 
the Gripes ſo violently, that ſhe had been 
obliged to raiſe her Huſband to call her 
Daughter up, that ſhe might get ſome 
burnt Brandy, to eaſe her Pain: But the 
Uproar that ſhe heard, and the Outcry of 
Murder, diſpelled her Malady much ſooner 
than the ſtrongeſt Cordial could have done: 
For ſhe felt no more of her former Ail- 
ment till now that ſhe was ſat down on the 
Bed-ſide, railing at her Daughter, in which 
ſhe proceeded in this Manner. = 
« Your Father and I, you Slut you,? 
ſays ſhe, have been at much Pains to a 
fine Purpoſe in giving you Education, 
and rearing you up like a Gentlewoman, 

in Hopes to bring Company to th 
* Houſe; and you to fling all our Cofl 
* and Charges away, by fubmitting to the 
Deſires of ſuch a mean Fellow as a Merry; 
* Andrew ! Why, if you knew how to 
$ {et 4 juft Value upon yourſelf, Huſſey, 
M 2 you 


8 oy are Meat for his Maſter. -1f you 
* 
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ad had that Thought you might per- 


© haps have got four or five Pieces out of 
him for a new Gown ; but, as you go on 
© at this Rate, I don't know that your 


Earnings will ever buy you Thread to 


© mend your old ones. — Do you think, 
© you Jade, that I flung myſelf away ſo 


at your Years ? No, Huſſey, your 
Father here is Witneſs that I- was then as 


© nice and as coy as ever a Maid in the 
© Pariſh. And though our Misfortunes in 


© Life have fince obliged me to condeſcend 
© to humour fome Gentlemen's Tempers, 
© yet you know it is a common Thing in 
our Way of Buſineſs to be obliging to 
every Body, when we are well- paid for 
it: And if I had not taken Care to have 
ou well compenſated, your Father muſt 

ave been a Bankrupt before now—that 
© he muſt you Baggage, you, and he well 
* knows it!” 


Here the Landlord interrupted her, ſay- 
ing, © indeed Wife, as to either your Earn- 
« ings or your Daughter's, this Way, I have 
© ho Occaſion to boaſt of them. You 
E know it was always againſt my Conſent, 
that either of you attempted it; and! 
© believe it has rather been a Loſs thay a 
: gi . . 


„ \ 
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yon 2 mee { 
— Advantage to us, by bringing an ill. 
ut ar Name upon our Houſe, whereby I am 
30 on certain we have loſt ſome very good civil 
your © Cuſtomers, that uſed to call here for- 
ad to Ml © merly ; but now they always ſet up at 
hink, other Inns in the Town.“ us 
ay ſo > 


your © You may thank yourlels for that, re- 
hen az plied his Wife, you were always ſo con- 
in the © founded jealous, that it gave other Peo- 
nes in ple a Suſpicion of my Conduct, even 
ſcend where there was no Occaſion: And 
npers, ll © could never be contented, although you 

; knew, if it had not been for my Aſſiſ- 


Ing in 

= to © tance this Way, you wauld not have been 
id for able to have kept the Sign of the 
) have WM ſo long over your Head. But though 
- muſt you found the Benefit, you could not 
that help Grumbling, and ſhewing your Un- 


eaſineſs before other People. Go call 
* up Dolly, do, you good for nothing Fel- 
© low, and let her mull me ſome Claret. 


e well 


r, ſay- directly, for J am not able to go to Bed 
Farn- MW © for the Gripes, till I have ſome.” | 
have | ; 

A You The Landlord took the Candle, having 
onſent, MI firſt light his Daughter's, and went to the 
- and | Maid's Chamber, where ill Ramble was 
han an who had lain very ſtill hitherto, not daring 
« Ad. 0 ſtir till the Noiſe was all over, for Fear 
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of being diſcovered. But, however, he was 
ſenſible of his Miſtake before this Time; 
for on hearing of the Uproar, he aſked his 
Bedfellow what ſhe thought could be the 
Matter: Who replied, ſhe could not tell, 
but it muſt certainly be in her young 


« Miſtreſs's Room; and as ſhe heard her 
« Maſter's Voice, that he probably had 


caught her*in Bed with ſome of her 


© Gallants.? 


Vill Ramble was very much ſurprized on 
hearing this Reply; and was not only con- 
fident of being miſtaken himſelf, in his 
Companion with whom he was in Bed, but 
had alſo great Reaſon to imagine that the 
Perſon was as much miſtaken in him, as ſhe 
had ſeveral Times called him her dear 
Andrew But the little Conference that 
had paſfed between them, was obliged to 
be carried on in ſuch a low whiſpering 
Voice, as made it impoſſible for them to 
diſtinguiſh each other, till the Landlord 
coming to the Door, and calling Dolly by 
her Name, diſcovered her to Vill Ramble. 


She anſwered her Maſter, that ſhe was a 
coming; and whiſpered Vill to hide him- 
felf under the Bed, while ſhe got 2 
a ut 
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But being ſomewhat long about it, in order 
to give her Bedfellow the more Time to 
conceal himſelf, and her Miſtreſs's Pains 
not admitting of ſuch Delay, the Land- 
lady herſelf came to Dolly's Door in ſuch a 
Rage, that ſhe was obliged to unlock it, 
and admit her into the Chamber. 


Will, being greatly alarmed at this Inter- 
ruption, had retired with ſo much Precipi- 
tation, that he forgot to take all his Cloaths 
with him; and the Landlady, on entering 
the Room, and upbraiding the Maid for 
being 10 long in coming, preſently percetv- 
ed a Pair of Men's Shoes by the Bed-fide.— 
Hey Day! ſays ſhe, * what Fellows 
Shoes have you got here Madam?“ They 
© are an old Pair,“ ſays Dolly, that I bor- 
* rowed of the Chamberlain to ſlip on in a 
* Morning ; tor when I get up, my Feet 
* are very apt to be ſwelled.” Are they 
© ſo,* ſays her Miſtreſs, * and pray whoſe 
* Waiſtcoat is that; ſure you don't dreſs in 
* Man's Apparei too on a Morning, for 
the Benefit of your Shapes, do you ?*— 
* What Fellow have you had here in Bed; 


* come, where is he, for I will have him 
+ out before I go?! | 


M 4 Upon 
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Upon this ſhe called loudly for her Huf. 
band, who coming in, and being acquaint. 
ed with his Wite's Suſpicions, began to 
ſearch the Chamber, and preſently dif. 
covered Vill under the Bed, from whence 
he ſoon dragged him out; and making 
him take his Cloaths, ſent him away to his 
Chamber; ſwearing - that he would ac- 
quaint the Doctor in the Morning with 
his Impudence, in making his Houle 3 
Bawdy-Houſe. The Landlady gave Doll 
Warning, which it ſeems ſhe had often re- 
ceived from her Miſtreſs before; who was 
very apt to beſtow it on her Servants on 
any frivilous Occaſion, and therefore Do!) 
paid the leſs Regard to it at preſent. 


After a whole Volly of Whares, Sluts, 
and Jades, the Landlady retreated to her 
Chamber, and ordered Dolly to bring her 
the mulled Wine thither ; who proceeded 
ro execute her Miſtreſs's Commands, 
though ſomewhat ſurpriſed at the Dil- 
covery of her Bed-Fellow : However, ſhe 
had To little Reaſon to diſlike him, that 
ſhe could heartily. have wiſhed not to have 
been diſturbed ſo ſoon. Having mull'd the 
Wine, and put her Maſter and Miſtreſs to 
Bed again, ſhe retized t— Though not to her 

own 
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own Chamber, but to that of Villiam's, 
who preſently gave her Admittance ; where 
ſhe continued till Morning; as the rectify- 
ing their joint Miſtake, and ſome other. 
Matters, that they mw about 
with more Safety than before, took them 
up a conſiderable Time to diſpatch, 
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- 4 2 H A P o IV. 
Ti which Will Ramble is diſcovered by bis 


Guardian. 


S the Landlord underſtood that 

Will Ramble was a great Favourite 
with the Doctor, ſo, upon cooler Thoughts, 
the next Morning, he altered his Reſolu- 
tion of acquainting his Maſter with his 
Proceedings the Night before : To which 
the Advice of the Landlady very much 
contributed, who pleaded ſtrongly in Will's 
Behalf, on Account of his Youth; being 
allo incited to this, pot a little, in Re- 
gard to his Beauty, which ſhe had not 
tailed of remarking from his firſt comin 
into the Houſe. ' Moreover, ſhe alledged, 
that ſuch wanton Sluts as Dolly, were 
enough to entice any young Fellow : That, 
therefore, he was not to be blamed, and 
might loſe his Place, perhaps, by the Thing 
being diſcovered ; which ſhe ſaid, would 
only bring more Scandal vpon their Houſe, 
than what it underwent already, Her 
Huſband ſubmitted to her Counſel, and 
ſaid Nothing of the Matter; and the Doc- 
tor being to mount another Stage that 
Day, 


Y bis 
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Day, at a Town about Seven Miles off, 
ſet out on his Journey thither, with his 
Attendants, as ſoon as they had all break- 
taſted: For the Days being ſhort, they 
were obliged to make the moſt of their 
Time, as they propoſed to return back a- 
gain the ſame Night. 


About Five o' Clock in the Afternoon, 
two Gentlemen on Horſe-back, with their 
Servants, arrived at the Inn, and ſet up 
there for that Night. The Doctor re- 
turned thither with his Attendants, about 
Seven: When one of the Gentlemen tha 
were lately come in, being in the Kitchen, 
giving ſome Directions concerning his Sup- 
per, turned his Head about, and looked 
very earneſtly, and in ſeeming Amaze- 
ment, at Vill, whom he hardly knew in 
his preſent Garb; and at length cried out: 
What! Mr. Wilkam Ramble !---Can it 
be you, that I fee here, in this Dreſs ?* 
© Yes, Sir, aſſuredly it is,“ anſwered Mil- 
lam. I thought,” ſaid the Gentleman, 
that I ſhould never have met with you; 
but I am glad, that Fortune has been ſo 
* propitious to me in this Journey. Come, 
* young Gentleman, walk into the Room 
* with me, and let me hear, what Account 


M 6 you 
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„you can give of yourſelf, and, how yon 
came to quit my Houſe.“ 


This Gentleman was Mr. Merit him- 
ſelf, who was on his Return from Wales, 
where he had been along with an Acquain- 
tance, to view an Eſtate, which the latter 
had to diſpoſe of; and which Mr. Merit 
had a mind to purchaſe. 


Will Ramble followed him very obedient- 
ly into the Room; and there aſking Par. 
don, in a moſt ſubmiſſive Manner, for 
his Elopement, directly acquainted him 
with the Reaſons thereof; ſaying, it was 
the Dread of his future Anger, and a moſt 
ſevere Chaſtiſement; and alſo related to 
him, what Courſes he had been obliged to 
take, ſince that I uncture. 


After a ſhort, but ſevere Reprimand, 
for his Folly, in afting ſo unbecoming his 
Birth, Mr. Merit readily forgave him this. 
Fault; and told him, that he hoped, the 
Hardſhips he had. experienced. in; Con- 
ſequence of committing it, would deter 
him from the like for the future. He in- 
ſtantly ſent for a Taylor, to provide Mill 
with ſome handſomer Apparel, than what 
be at preſent appeared in; and Mr. * 
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with the other, Gentleman, continued two 
Days at the Inn, till Vill's Cloaths were 
fniſhed : When taking him along with 
them, they ſet out on their Journey home- 
ward. 


But, before this, Mull having acquaint- 


ed his Guardian with the civil Uſage he 


had met with from the Mountebank,, Mr. 
Merit invited the Doctor to Dinner with 
them; and returned him Thanks for treat- 
ing his Ward ſo kindly. To which the 
Doctor replied: That notwithſtanding the 
Dreſs in which Vill firſt appeared to him, 
yet he plainly diſcovered Something at that 
Time in his Countenance, and ſince in his: 
Behaviour and Underſtanding, which gave 
him Room to think him of -better Birth 
and Education, than what he would paſs 
for; and therefore, he reſolved not to part 
with him, till ſuch Time as he could diſ- 
cover who he was; which, though Vill al- 
ways kept very ſecret from him, yet, ne- 
vertheleſs, he was fully convinced, that he 
was ſome Youth of a good Family, that 


had made an Elopement from his Friends, 
—_—_- * 


Will, to ſay Truth, had begun to be 
tired with Servitude ſome Time before this 
Accident; although the preſent was ren- 

dered 


fo 
dered very eaſy to him by his Maſter's I. 
dulgence. He took a handſome Farewel 
to his two Comrades, the Merry- Andrey 
and Tumbler; giving them, by Mr. Me. 
rit's Direction, a Guinea a-piece, in Ac- 
knowledgment for their former civil De. 
portment towards him : And as Will had 
always behaved himſelf very well to them, 
they were under no ſmall Concern at the 


Loſs of him from their little Company, 


Three Days after their Departure from 
the Inn, Vill, and his Guardian, and the 
Gentleman that accompanied him, arrived 
at Home, at Mr. Merit's; but how Mat- 
ters ſtood there, we ſhall take a freſh 
Chapter to relate. 
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C H A P. V. 
| Containing Occurrences at Mr. Merit's. 


N Will Ramble's Arrival at Mr. Me- 

rit's, he was received with great Joy 
by his Siſter. Amelia, and all the reſt of the 
Family : As for Mr. Merit's Son, Harry, 
he had been gone to the Univerſity of Ox- 
fard two Months before. 


Will had very much impaired his Mo- 
rals, - and almoſt loft all his Learning by 
his Progreſs : Wherefore Mr. Merit put 
him again under the Care of the ſame Clergy- 
man, to whom he had formerly committed 
him, that he might amend the one, and re- 
gain the other. And Mill having ſeen a 
little of the World in his late Travels, and 
being arrived at thoſe. Years, when the 
Want, or Loſs of Learning becomes ve 
perceptible, he retook himſelf to his Stu- 
dies with great Diligence: At which we 
ſhall leave him for a Time, and in the 
mean while give an Account of ſome fur- 
ther Tranſactions that occurred at Mr. Me- 
i's, during Will's Abſence from thence. 
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We left Miſs Watkins waiting the Re. 
turn of the Meſſenger, that, by Mr. Mz 
rit's Advice, ſhe had ſent to Mr. Sparks, 
to let him know what had happened to her, 
When the Man came to the Houſe where 
Miſs Watkins had left this Gentleman, he 
found; that he was ſo well recovered of his 
Wound, as to be able to ſet out the Day 
before for his Mother's; where he expect. 
ed to. meet with Miſs Watkins + So that 
the Servant ſoon returned back again with 
her Letter. 


Upon this Diſappointment, ſhe requeſt 
ed of Mr. Merit, to let her have a Horſe 
and a Servant, to conduct her to Mr, 
Sparks's Mother's. But, after ſome Delibe- 
ration, he told her : That, as the Roads 
were both bad and dangerous, at that 
Time of the Year, and ſhe had met with 
ſo many unfortunate Accidents already, he 
thought it better, if ſhe would follow his 
vice, and write again to Mr. Sparks 
and that one of his Servants ſhould- carry 
the Letter: For very probably,“ ſays 
Mr. Merit, on Mr. Sparks's Arrival at 
his Mother's, and not meeting with you 
according to his Expectations, he will 
*:think, that your Father-in-Law has got 
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you again into his Power, or that ſomo 
« Accident has befallen you, and, therefore, 
vill proceed in Search after you. 


Miſs Watkins followed Mr. Aerit's 
Counſel, and diſpatched the Servant away 
with a Letter to Mr. Spare, at his Mo- 
ther's; giving him Orders withal, that in 
Caſe Mr. Sparks ſhould not be there, to 
leave the Letter, and acquaint his Mo- 
ther whom it came from, and where ſhe 
was. ie 


It happened juſt as Mr. Merit had con- 
jectured. For Mr. Sparks not meeting 
with Miſs Watkins at his Mother's, nor 
hearing any Tidings of her, or the Servant, 
that accompanied her, judged, that ſome 
Accident muſt. needs have befallen them; 
as, otherwiſe, they muſt have been there a 
conſiderable Time before him. Therefore, 
after many unealy Conjectures and Debates- 
in his own Mind, which Way to proceed, 
he, at laſt, determined to ſet aut privately 
for her Father-in-Law's Neighbourhood,, 
and, endeavour to. find. out whether ſhe was 
returned Home. 1. | | 

He was gone upon this Journey, when 
Mr. Merit's Servant arrived at his Mo- 
ther's 


| ( 258 ) | 
ther's with Miſs Watkinss' Letter; why 
having performed his Commiſſion, re- Howe 
turned with. Advice, that' Mr. Sparks was 
gone from thence in queſt of her; which ]Wprive ot 
gave the young Lady no ſmall Uneaſines, Ner- he- 


Mr. Sparis was very much / ſurprized 
and concerned, at his not being able to 
gain any Intelligence of Miſs Watkins: But 
her Brother-in-Law, having heard at II. 
verpool, that Mr. Sparks was gone to his 
Mother's, in Yorkſs:re, both his Father and 
he determined to purſue Miſs Matłins thither, 
in hopes to get there Time enough, to pre- 
vent the Match between her and Mr. 
Sparks; and, thereby, retrieve her again in- 
to their Clutches. 6” 
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| Theſe two arrived at Mr Sparks's Mo- 
ther's, much about the ſame Time as he 
was returned to their Neighbourhood and 
they proceeded directly to her Houſe, 
where they enquired, in a very haughty 
Manner, after Miſs H/atkins, and threaten- 
ed Mrs. Sparks very hard for concealing her. 
But, on her aſſuring them, that ſhe was 


not there, and that ſhe had never ſeen her, Th 
they were obliged to depart, though they Meri! 

did not believe her. | ther- 
| How- at 
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3 wh 1 

n, 1 However, to be better certified, before 
ks was ey left the Place, they found Means to 
which be one of the Servants, who, having 


wer-heard Mr. Merit's Footman deliver 


Uineſ;, 
| is Meſſage, diſcovered to them where 


prized Wiſs Watkins was; whereupon, they di- 
ble to Nectiy ſet out to Mr Merit's to demand 
5: Bur er. | 

at Li- 


Upon their Arrival there, and being in- 
troduced to that Gentleman, they ac- 


to his 
er and 


uither, Wquainated him who they were, and what 
o pre- Nas their, Buſineſs. To which, he very 
Mr. Nsravely told them, that, as the young 


in in- Lady had been obliged, by an Accident 
ſhe met with upon the Road, to take to 
his Houſe as an Aſylum againſt their Cru- 
Mo- dlty, fo he ſhould not think proper to for- 
as he keit his Word to her, in giving her up to 
and chem, unleſs they could find legal Means 
louſe, o oblige him to it; which he believed 
1ghty would be very difficult for them to do, af- 
aten - ter the notorious IIl-Uſage that ſhe had re- 
7 her, ceived at their Hands, 
was | 
| her, This unexpected Declaration of Mr. 
they MI erit's, put Miſs Watkins Father and Bro- 
ther-in-Law beyond all Patience; to think, 
TJow- chat they ſhould have taken ſo much 


Pain 
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Pains, and had had ſuch a long Journyy 
tor Nothing: Whereupon, they begun ty 
curſe, ſwear, and ftorm at Mr. Merit; aſk, 
ing him, what Authority he had to detain 
her from them, who were her Guardians; 
and threatened: him with the utmoſt Seye. 
rity. of the Law, in caſe he did not deliver 
her up. 9 4. . 


As Mr. Merit already knew to the con. 
trary of their being her Guardians, ſo he 
was not intimidated at their Threateningy, 
nor could all their Oaths, or bullying, 
oblige him to alter his Reſolution. But told 
them, in Return, that, if they did not 
think proper to confine their Tongues to 
better Language, he ſhould, as a Magiſ- 
trate, and being inſulted in his own Houſe, 
inſtantly ſend 'a Servant for a proper Off- 
cer, and deal with them according to the 
Authority that he was inveſted with. 


Finding there was no prevailing on Mr. 
Merit by rough Means, they requeſted the 
Favour of him, that they might be only 
permitted to ſpeak a Word to Miſs Wat- 
keins, before their Departure; as they ſaid, 
that they had a Matter of Conſequence to 
communicate to her. But as they had at- 
fronted Mr. Merit with ſuch groſs Lan- 
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zuage before, ſo neither would he comply 


Journgy vith this; as he knew the Sight of them 
egun torould not be at all acceptable to the 
76; aſſ. oung Lady. So that all they could ob- 
> detauſ obtain from him, was : That if they had a 
ardiang ind to go to the next Inn, and commu- 
ſt Sexe. Nicate what they had to ſay in Writing, he 


deliyet x ould take Care that it ſhould be delivered 


o her, and they ſhould have an immediate 
awer. — With this, at laſt, they found 
12 Con- 


themſelves obliged to comply; and the 
» ſo he Reader may, if he pleaſes, be informed of 
ning the Contents of their Letter, and the Con- 
illying, equences thereof, in the next Chapter. 
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What happened between Miſs Watkins @ 
ber Father-in-Low, 


THEN theſe two Gentlemen we 
| gone, Mr. Merit ſent for Mi 

Watters, and acquainted her with the 
having been with him, and the Errand th 
came upon.—lIf the Reader has ever ſ 
a Hare in a Field, after having been lon 
purſued by a Pack of loud-mouthed Dq 
{quat herſelf down all trembling, under t 
Cover of ſome Hedge; then, perhaps, | 
may conceive ſome- Idea of the Cm 
dition Miſs Watkins was now in. HH 
tottering Limbs were hardly able to ſup 
port her Body: Which Mr. Merit perceiy 
ing, he very kindly deſired her to compel 
herſelf, and entertain no fearful Appt 
henſions; for as he had taken her und: 

his Protection, ſhe ſhould be ſafe from the 
Fower, while in his Houle. 


He then proceeded to inform her of : 
that had paſſed between them; the Rel 
tion of which he had ſcarcely finiſhed, whit 
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a Meſſenger arrived with the following 
etter from her Father- in- Law. 


© Daughter, 

Am aſtoniſhed at your Madneſs and 
Folly, in quitting my Houſe (where 
you have been always uſed with the ſame 
Tenderneſs as though you had been my 
own Child) to follow that ſcoundrel 


king a 


len we 
or M. 


th the Fellow, Sparks; which muſt certainly 
and th lf prove your Deſtruction, as he only wants 
ever ſe to get your Fortune into his Hands to 
een N 1quander away; and is not able to ſettle 
d Doll vou any Jointure, or provide any Main- 
inder t tainance for you afterwards. I hope 
hape, vour Eyes are ſufficiently opened by this 
he C lime to fee into his dark Deſigns : But 
n. it they are not, you will oblige me to uſe 
to u that Authority, which both your late Fa- 


ther and Mother aſſigned me over you, to 


percei 
prevent your Ruin. I deſire, therefore, 


compaq 
Ard that you will inſtantly comply with my 
er und Requeit, and return Home with me; 


where you ſhall meet with the kindeſt 
Entertainment: But if you obſtinarely 
perſiſt in following your own Inclinations 
to the contrary, be aſſured that I ' ſhall 
make Uſe of. Fe orce to compel you to it; 
1153195} batt oc neither 


om the! 


er of 4 
he Rell 
ed, whit 
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+ neither will the Old Hunks, you are x 
< preſent with, be able then to ſcreen 90 


from, * 
; „ kir 
© Your incenſed, 20 
* the" forgiving Falber-in-Lau, Wl . 98 
10 3 g you 
Miſs Watkins having read this Letter 
thewed it to Mr. Merit: When, after! 
ſhort Confultation thereon, ſhe return 
the following Anſwer by the Bearer. Or 
8 7 * _ ther-1 
Am as-much ſurpriſed at the Expre * f 
* 'F fion in your Letter, of my being ten * 
derly uſed at your Houſe, as you can _. 3h 
'« aſtoniſhed at my eſcaping from thenc Villas 
+ after the cruel Uſage I there met with, k 
If ſuch was your Kindneſs, what mu Mr 
your Severity be, if ever I ſhould cha + 8 
again to fall under the Laſh of it ? Purps 
But as I am fully determined- in my Rt Ata. 
'* ſolution, of never coming into po nf h 
« Power again; ſo I beg that you will of}... 
trouble me with any more Sollicitatio was,” 
upon that Head. As for your Threa out tl 
I deſpiſe them; as does the Gentlemi Vs. 


« whol 


. 
„hom you are pleaſed to flile an © 
Hunks; whoſe Honour and Generoſity 
have raiſed him in the Eſteem of Man- 
kind, far above the Power of · your Ma- 
ice to injure; and it was purely in Re- 
« pard to his Promiſe to you that I ſend 
this Anſwer, but expect no more from 
your hi a 


— —t— 
* * 


Dauobter- in- Lau 
Letter eg 


— Exkz. Wark ms.“ 
& On the Receipt of this Letter, her Fa- 
ther-in-Law left the Inn where he was; 
and riding about five Miles farther, in the 
Exp Road that he knew Miſs . 7/atkivs muſt 
ing teu take to go to Mr. Sparks's Mother's, he 
u yer nnd his Son put up there together at a {mall 
ry Village. 2 
= Mr. Sparks having made all the Enquiry 
d he — he could after Mijts I#atkins,. but to no 
t it 1 Purpoſe, returned back to his Mother's, 
my where he received the Letter that ſhe had 
tO 110 ſent him; which put him in the greateſt 
u n Extaſies of Joy ; on knowing where ſhe 
1 was, and of her being in Safety. He ſet 
2 out thither early the next Morning, where 


« wha Vor. I. N | they 


— DELLS 
— conc — 


they had a very tender Meeting together, 
-which-occafioned many Tears to be ſhed on 
both Sides. 


After this, he paid his Reſpects to Mr, 
Merit and the two young Ladies; kindly 
embracing and thanking them all for the 
Favours they had beſtowed on Miſs Wat. 
kins;, and they in Return, congratulated 
both him and her, on this their propitious 
Meeting together. 


Mr. Merit acquainted him with Miß 
Watkins's Father and Brother: in- Law hav- 
ing been there, and all that had paſſed 
thereupon; and alfo adviſed. him to com- 
= his Nuptials with her as ſoon, as, poſſ- 


ble, if there was no private Obſtruction be- 
tween them, for fear of meeting any more 
Impediments. Mr. Sparks replied, that he 
knew of no Obſtacle on his Side, that could 
prevent their being married directly, if Mil 
Watkins was pleaſed to give her Conſent; 
and ſhe declared that ſhe had no OhbjeEtiqn 
againſt it. Whereupon, Mr. Merit ven 
freely offered them to have their «Nuptia 
performed, and conſummated at his Houſe 
Fr his they readily accepted of, and he ſent 
to the Clergyman that educated Will Raw 
Ble, to bring a-Lieence with him, and com 


and 
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and perform the Ceremony there. But as 
this Gentleman happened at that Time 
not to have a Licence by him, nor could 
not procure one nearer than Malian, Mr. 
o Mr. $parks. determined, for more ſpeedy Di: 
Kindly WI patch, to go thither for one himſelf. 


ether, 
led on 


or the 

Mat. He ſet out accordingly, with, a Servanc 
ulated WW before him for a Guide, and had not rode 
pitious WF above à Quarter of a Mile from the Houſe, 


when he mot a poor Man in a ragged Coat 
by the Road - ſide, who ibegged Charity of 
him; and Mr. Sparte being of a very com- 
paſſionate Temper, put his Hand in his left 
Coat- Pocket to give him what Halfpence 
he had, when either the Glove he had on, 
or the Tip of his Ruffle catched hold on 
Miſs Watkins's Letter which was therein, 


and drawing it up, it dropped out Per: 
ceiued by him. | 


1 Miss 
W hav- 
paſſed 
Com- 
8, poſſi- 
10 be- 
y more 
that be 


t could 

„it Mi Having beſtowed his Alms, he rode onz 
onſent ; WF and no ſooner was he gone, than the Fellow 
vjection BY (ied the Letter, and ng gi it up. Mow 


it ven 
Naptial 
; Houle: 
he ſent 
11 Ran 


ad con 
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Miſs #atkins's .Father-in-Law, du ing 

oy at the aforeſaid Village, had hired ep 
very Fellow to watch about Mr. Merits, 

and give him Intelligence if ſhe or Mr. 

Sparks (whom he imagined to be there or 

ſomewhere thereabouts) - ſhould take any 

Na: bother 
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other Road: Of both of whom he had 
given the Man ſuch an exact Deſcription, 


as it was impoſſible he could miſtake them: de - 
Eſpecially as Mr. Sparks was pretty much perſ 
pitted with the Small- Pox, (though not a * 
all disfigured) which, together with his lah 
Youth, made him very remarkable. And i 
that he might have Notice the ſooner, if 3 
any ſuch Thing happened, he had provided WF the 
the Fellow -with a very good Nag, which 70 
ſtood at the Inn where he himſelf had cal- Writ 
led, when he wrote to his Daughter-in- 
Law : But having hid his other Cloaths, I 
he was to appear in that ragged Dreſs in A* 
which Mr. Sparks met him, as a Beggar, his 1 
when he was any where on Duty near Mr. . e, 
Merit's. | ing | 
As the Fellow could. read a little, ſo on — 
opening the Letter he made ſhift to ham- hos 
mer out the Contents; and ſeeing Mr. e 
Sparks Name on the Direction, and that es 
of Miſs Watkins at the Concluſion, he ima. Iiles 
gined that perhaps, it might be of ſome Lette 
Benefit to the Gentleman that had employ- WW ca 0 


ed him; ſo he took his Horſe and rode a- 
way to him with it, in Expectation of a Th 
Gratuity for his Service, rand v 
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de had Ie | 

3 Miſs Watkinss Father- in- Law ſoon un- 
chem: derſtood by the Man's Deſcription of the 
much perſon; who had dropped it, that it muſt 
rae be Mr. Sparks himſelt : But as the Fellow. 
: And could give no Account whither he was 


one to, or upon what Buſineſs, ſo he re- 
1 mained at a Loſs for what Uſe to make of 


pion the Letter, though he knew very well 

- *- that it was his Daughter-in-Law's Hand- 
Writing. 

cer-in- 

as However, after ſome Pondering, he 

walks ſealed it up anew z and bid the Man take 
= nad. 


M his Horſe again, and ride away to Mr. 
ar wi i Meriz's, and aſk for Miſs Watkins, charg- 
ing him not to deliver it into any other 
c Perſon's Hands: Telling him, withal, to 

4 an acquaint her, that a Gentleman who had 
: Mr been taken ſo ill upon the Road, that he 
J tha vas not able to write, had diſpatched him 

to conduct her to a Village. about three 
c Miles off, where he lay, and had ſent that 


keen Letter by him as a Token from whom it 
Nploy- came. N11 | 

-ode a- 

n of 2 


The Fellow went and performed his Er- 
rand very dexterouſly, and with the greateſt 
Mil Aſſurance. In the mean Time Miſs Wal- 

bins's Father-in-Law provided himſelf with 


| 3 2 
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a Coach and Six from Malton, which he 
ſtationed at a private Place on tlie Road; 
and then went forward with his Son, and 
four Ruſticks that he had hired, to the Vil. 
lage, whither the Man was to condut Mis 
Watkins, 


When ſhe received this Letter, ſhe went, 
in a great Fright, and acquainted Mr, 
Merit with the News: Who though he 
was not of a very ſuſpicicus Temper, yet 
he had known enough of the Wickednels 
of Mankind to make him very, wary. He 
therefore fent for the Man and examined 
him himſelf: But he anſwered ſo punctu- 
ally to all his Interrogations, and gave ſuck 
an exact Deſcription of Mr. Sparks, who 
he ſaid had employed him, that Mr. Aerit 
laid aſide all Doubt of the Truth of it: 
Wherefore, ordering his Chariot to be got 
ready, he diſpatched Miſs Watkins in it, 
with two of his Servants on Horſeback to 
attend her. 


* As her Father-in-Law knew which way 
ſhe was to come, ſo he and his Company 
_ waited in Ambuſh at the End of a narrow 
Lane that was in the Road. When the 
Chariot came up, his Son ſtopped. the 
Horſes, che four Ruſtics leaped Tet the 

_ 


Piſtols, and behaved v 
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Hedge, and engaged the two Footmen, 
$hile he himſelf and the other Fellow took. 
Mifs Watkins out of the Chariot; and 
mounting her behind her Brother-in-Law, 
he rode away with her as hard as the Horſe 
would go, till they came to the Coach and 
Six, into which ſhe was inſtantly put; and 
her Father - in-Law getting in with her, his 
Servant led his Horſe, and his Son rode by 
the Coach - ſide to guard them. 


Though Mr. Meri!*s two Servants had 
ery well on this Oc- 
caſion, yet the Surprize they were in, on 
being ſo ſuddenly ſurrounded and attacked, 
one of their Piſtols miſſing Fire, and being 
both almoſt inſtantly knocked off their. 
Horſes by the long Staves that the Fel- 
lows had in their Hands, whereby one of 
them received 2 large Wound in his Head, 
and the other was very much bruiſed; all 
this, I ſay, contributed to the other Party's 
gaining the Victory. For the Fellows 
whom Miſs Watkinss Father in-Law had 
employtd being told that they were hired 
to recover an Heireſs, that had been ſtolen 
away, and alio very well-paid for their 
Trouble, it made them the more reſolute 
on this Occaſion. 


N 4 Miſs 
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Miſs Watkins was conducted by her Fa 
ther and Brother-in-Law to her old Habi- 
tation again; and there once more locked 
up in cloſer Confinement than any Nun in 


a Monaſtery. However, her Courage was 


ſo great, as to enable her to bear this Mis- 
fortu1e with the utmoſt Tranquility of 
Mind. Neither did ſhe ſhew any outward 
Signs of Dejection, by ſhedding Tears, or 
otherwiſe, during the Time that her Pur- 
ſuers were conducting her Back to Preſcot. 
Bu:, on the contrary, behaved all the Way 
to her Oppreſſors, with ſuch an Inflexibility 
of Spirit, as ſhewed they would nor eaſiiy 
compaſs their Ends, by the foul Meaſurcs 
they had taken, to force her to act contrary 
to her Inclinations. 775 
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Containing, among other Things, the Deſcrip- 
tion of Miſs Lauiſa Merit. 


N the Return of the two Servants to 

Mr. Merit's, in a ſore and bloody 

Condition, all the Family were terribly a- 
mazed at the Loſs of Miſs Watkins. 


Mr. Merit inſtantly ſent for a Conſtable, 
and arming all his Domeſticks, proceeded 
with a Hue and Cry, at the Head of ſuch 
of his Tenants and Neighbours, as could 
be got together, in Queſt of the Raviſhers, 
quite to the Bounds of the County; but 
they drove faſt enough to get out of Reach 
long before he arrived there. 


Soon after the Return Home of the two 
Servants Mr. Sparks arrived; who had cal- 
led by the Way upon the Clergyman, that 
was Will Rambie's Tutor, and brought him 
along with him. But how great was his 
Aſtoniſnment on Lowiſa's relating to him 
the News of the Loſs of Miſs Watkins : 
He tore his Hair, beat his Boſom, wrung 
his Hands, ſtamped, raved, ſwore, and ex- 

N 5 preſſed 
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preſſed all the Symptoms of higheſt Mad- 
neſs; neither could the pious Exhorta- 


tions of the Clergyman moderate his 
Rage. 


By Degrees he came to himſelf a lit- 
tle; but on the Return of Mr. Merit 
and his Retinue without Miſs Watkins, he 
fell again into his former Extravagancies; 
whereupon the good Gentleman, really 
thinking that he was gone mad, inſtantly 
diſpatched a Meſſenger for a Phyſician to 
attend him. But before the Doctor's Ar- 
rival they got him to Bed; and though this 
Accident did not drive him quite out of 
his Senſes, yet it flung him into ſuch a vio- 
lent Fit of Sickneſs as he was ſome Time 
before he recovered from; during which, 
Mr. Merit, very generouſly, had the greateſt 
Care taken of hi | 


After remaining at Mr. Merit's ſome 
Time, to get his Health again, and not 
hearing any Thing more of Miſs Watkins, 
he ſet out for his Mother's, where we muſt 
leave him at preſent to ſee how Will Ramble 
proceeded, 


' Will ſtuck very cloſely to his Book, and 
partook. of very little Diverſion, except 
| %o now 
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now and then amuſing himſelf in a Walk, 
or at Cards with his Siſter and Lowſa. On 
the latter he would often caſt his Eyes very 
attentively, and as ſaddenly look down on 
the Ground again; a heavy Sigh would 
frequently ſteal from his Boforrr, without 
his knowing the Occafionz and he always 
longed for her Campany though he was 
ſenlible that he never looked fo fooliſhly as 
when he was In it. 1 


Will knew not what to make of theſe 
Symptoms at firſt; but they growing 
ſtronger upon him. he at Length found 
that he was really in Love with her, even 
in the pureſt Signification of the Word. 


Miſs Lonsſa Merit was now about the 
Age of Seventeen : Her Stature did not - 
extend quite to what is termed a middle 
Size, neverthelefs, her Form was delicate, 
and her Limbs, though ſmall, were fafhion- 
ed with the exacteſt Symmetry. Her 
Hair was'of a very dark-brown, and being” 
naturally of no great Length, juſt covere 
her Neck with a Set of ſuch fine poliſhed 
Ringlets, as would excced the Art of the 
niceſt Barber to imitate, in the fineft Tere- 
o&-meudtor that he could make, to faſhion 
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out the higheſt Ducheſs in the Land. Her 


Viſage was regular, and exceeding ſweet- 
featured. Her Eyes were well-made, black 
and ſparkling, and her Noſe, Mouth and 
Chin were. admirably well formed. Her 
Complexion was fairer than could be expect- 
ed from the deep Colour of her Hair; the 
fine Vermillion that beſpread her Cheeks, 
added vaſtly to the Luſtre of her Face; 
and the united Graces of her whole Perſon 
might, without any Partiality, or Injuſtice, 
be termed exquiſitely charming. 


The Excellencies of her Mind were not 
inferior to the Beauties of her Perſon: She 
was poſſeſt of all the Good- nature, Hu- 
manity, and Benevolence of her Father, 
without being tainted with any of his 
humoriſt Foibles; which in him was more 
the Effect of Years than of Nature, as he 
had acquired them by neglecting the Sup- 
preſſion of an ill Habit. If any Objection. 
could be made to Louiſas Temper, it 
was, that her Good - nature ſometimes ex- 
tended ſo far, as might be term'd a Weak- 
neſs; but as this was only a Conſtruction, 
that ſome of the Ladies in her Neighbour- 
hood put upon this Ornament of the Mind, 


of which they had little or no Share to ſtands 


in Competition with her, ſo we ſhall leave 
the 
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the Juſtneſs thereof to the Deciſion of our 


Readers, when we have farther introduced | 
her into their Acquaintance. 


Though Will Ramble, as we ſaid before, 
was of ſuch an amorous Complexion, that 
there were very few Female Objects unca- 
pable of raiſing Deſires in him, and that he 
had conceived the tendereſt Thoughts for 
Louiſa; yet as ſhe was her Father's Dar- 
ling, who was able to beſtow on her a much 
larger Fortune than Will's ſmall. Eſtate. 
would afford to in jointure, ſo he could 
not flatter himſelf with Hopes of obtaining. 
her by Marriage, unleſs it were without her 
Father's Conſent. And as this muſt have 
been vaſtly. to her Prejudice, if he could 
have ſucceeded in it, ſo his real Affection 
for her would not ſuffer him to entertain 
any Thoughts of what word be to her. 
Detriment. For though Vi had a very 
ardent Affection for her Perſon, yet as he 
was not tainted with Avarice, ſo he looked 
on her large Fortune rather as an Obſtacle, 
than an Availment to his Happineſs. How-' 
ever vicious and abandoned he might be 
in Principles, with Regard to the Generali- 
ty of her Sex, yet his Love for that innate 
Modeſty and Virtue, which he beheld in 
Louiſa, reſtrained him from any indecent. 
2119134 or 
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or baſe Attenpt on her to gratify his Paf. 

ſion. He therefore fmothered the Flame 
that he felt in his on Bofom, and endes- 


voured to divert his Thoughts from Louiſa 


by an earneſt Application to his Studies, in 


which he began to malce great Improvement, 


The having fuck a handſome genteel 
g Fellow, as Will Ramble, almoſt con- 
tinually in Sight, was enough to infpire a 
Paſſion in a more obdurate Breaſt than 
Louiſas. And the great Intimacy that 
ſubfiſted between her and his Siſter, gave 
Admittance for fuch a Familiarity between 
Lowifa and Vill Ramble, as muſt needs 
have created a ſtrong mutual Affection, 
even had there been nothing ſo agreeable 
in either of their Perſons, as to have blown 
it up into the Flame of Love. In a Word, 
Eoaiſa had not lived fo long in the ſame 
Houſe with Vill Ramble, as not to be ſenfi- 
ble of ſome Impreſſions that his Perſon had 
made in her Heart: And though her natu- 
ral Modeſty obliged her to fuppreſs thoſe 
Senſations as much as poſſible, yet as ſhe 
was neither a Prude not a Coquer, fo ſhe 
was at 2 Lofs for their Arts to conceal 
them.. But whatever tender Sentiments 
the Perfow of Will had infpired in her 
Boſom, ſtill as ſhe had „ fuf- 

29 cient 
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ficient to penetrate into the inconſtant Ls: : 
vity of his Manners, fo ſhe dared not to give 
the leaſt Encour ent to her Inclina- 
tions; leſt, by being 
minded an Ob 
Ruin. R ns althoug h ſhe knew not. 
at firſt what to make of f theſe tumultous 
Perceptions that ſhe felt, and having been 
hitherto ignorant of the Efficacy of Love, 
did not attribute them to th Motive: 
Yet ſhe ſtruggled ſo vehemently wich her 
Paſſion on Account of the Levity of its 
Object, as very much ſuppreſſed, though 
ſhe ee quite extinguiſh it. 


CHAP. 


fixed on ſo light: 
they ſhould: prove her 
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CHAP. VII. 


Wherein Will Ramble ſets out for the Uni. 
| verſity of Oxford. 


HOUGH Louiſa had made more 
Impreſſion on the Heart of Wil! 
Ramble, than what he had ever before felt, 
for any Woman; till it was not as yet ſo 
deep, as to be either indelible cr invaria- 


ble. And as Beauty was the Object of his 


Deſire, which he had no Hopes of ever 


gratifying with the Perſon of Louiſa, ſo the 
Preſence of that Ornament in another Per- 
ſon, might excite the ſame Paſſion and De- 
ſires, as he had for her : Though as the 
Gratification of them might be eaſier pro- 
cured than with her, it alſo might occaſion 
their.not being ſo permanent. 


If the Reader pleaſes to reflect a little 
upon what we have here ſaid, he will find 
it to be a very juſt Apology for that In- 
conſtancy, which Men in Love are often 
obſerved to be guilty of; particularly, when 
the Perſon they adore is even out"of the 
Reach of their moſt diſtant Hopes. And 
though they cannot entirely aſſuage their 

— — Paſſion, 


paſſion 


fires, | 


ect; 


found, 
violent 
Eſpeci 
endeav 
Degre. 
whom 
Aﬀect 
in the 
which 
tor Lo 
Inclin 


Mr 
Tena 
him 
Fami 
the p. 
cumf 


Child 


found, in ſome Meaſure, to a 
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Paſſion, or compleatly gratify their De- 
fires, by diverting them to another Ob- 
ect; yet ſuch Diverſion may ſerve; and is 
peaſe the 
violent Emotions which they before felt: 
Eſpecially if the new Object, on which they 
endeavour to. fix their Inclinations, has any 
Degree of Reſemblance to the Perſon for 
whom they, before had conceived a ſtrong 
Affection. Such an Object Fortune flung} 
in the Way of Will Ramble; and with 
which he either ſtrove to divert his Paſſion 
tor Loui ſa, or to ſatisfy his natural amorous 
inclinations. . Br ff 


Mr. Merit had lately loſt a very honeſt 
Tenant, who had rented a ſmall Farm of 
bim for many Years; but having a large 
Family, and meeting with Misfortunes, 
the poor Man died in very indifferent Cir- 
cumſtances, leaving a Wife and ſeveral 
Children behind him. n 


As Mr. Merit's Compaſſion was always 
excited upon the leaſt Motive; ſo his Charity 
tor this unhappy Family induced him to 
put the eldeſt Boy out Prentice, and to 
take the eldeſt Girl, that was. turn'd of 
eighteen, into his Family as a Servant. 
She was named Roſe, and was of a pou 

| N fre 


8 
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freſi blooming Complexion, black-Haired, 
well featured, and of a tall luſty Stature, 
tor her Age; © N HET Ty 


She being of a very civil modeſt De- 
portment,. the two young Ladies took 2 
great Lileing to ber, and ſhe was almoſt 
conſtantly. employed in attending upon 
them: And having been all her Life-time 
brought up in a. Cottage, that was remote 
from any Town, ſo as ſhe knew but very 
ele of Mankind, ſhe had the leſs Appre- 
kenfions: of them. Though ſhe had been 
uſed to romp and play with her Brothers, 
and the Man that her Father employed, 
yet ſhe bad not any Idea of Love; nor e- 
ver ſek any inward: Senfations that occa- 
Goned: her Uncaſineſs, excepting the Ap- 
petites of Hunger and Thirſt ; which be- 
ing. allzycd,. ſhe' was pretently at caſe. 

Will Ramble had by this Fime made 
ſuch a Progreſs in Learning, that his 
Futor pronounced him fit for the Univer- 
fry ; and Mr. Mend intended to fend him 
thither in a: ſhort Time. But though Mil 


Bked very welt the being inſtructed by a 
FPuton at Home, yet he had no great Re- 
lu for a College-Life, eſpecially as he 
dees to be ſeavto that, where Harry Merit 
„ + Was 
* . PC. : 
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uk inftituted ;. whom he locked 8 
be (as he really was) a very great. 1 98 

to him: And ho, by his Superiority in 
Learning, Vill feared, would: do all that 
he could to keep bim under. He there; 
fore begged. a Reſpite of two or three 
Months from his going; pleading, that he 
did not think himſelf as yet far enough ad- 
vanced in Learning, to enter the Univer- 
ity 3 and deſired the Favour to enjoy a 
little more of his Siſter's Company, as he . 
muſt then take ſuch a long Farewell of it; 
end Mr. Merit, out of his innate Good- 
Nature and Affection, was pleaſed to 
grant him the fulleſt Extent of Time that 
he had requeſted, to inſtruct and divert 
himſelf 0 he went. 


But, notwithſtanding Vill's Diſinclina- 
tion for the 7 — he would hardly 
have tequeſted this Favour of his Guardi- 
an, had he not been induced to it. by-ano- 
ther Motive, that was too powerful for 
him to withſtand; which was his Love, 
or rather his Deſire for the Perſon. of Roſe 
Freelovs 3. for whom he had entertained; a 
very violent Inclination. And, as his In- 
timacy with the two young Ladies, n 
_—_ ſhe attended, afforded 415 ſufficient 
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Addreſſes to her; but the Girl's natural 
Modeſty, or Ignorance of what he meant, 


cauſed him to meet with as ſtrong a Re- 


pulſe, though not ſo vehemently expreſſed, 
as he could have received from the greateſt 
Lady of Faſhion, or the moſt rigid Vir- 
„%% — NUUY 
Fill, finding there was no obtaining his 
Point by the Way of inſinuating himſelf 
into her Affections, as Roſe was perfectly 
inſenſible to all tender Emotions, be- 
thought himſelf of doing it by Stratagem; 
but it was ſome Time before he could 
meet with an Opportunity to put it in 
Execution: However, at laſt, an Occaſion 
preſenting itſelf, he ſet about it in the fol- 
lowing Manner. 


One Sunday, when all the Family were 
gone to Church, and Nobody but Roſe and 
the Cook left at Home; the former hav- 
ing obtained that Permiſſion, on Account 
of expecting her Brother to come to ſee 
her; Will feigned ſome Ailment, that he 


might be excuſed from attending the reſt. 


Accordingly he went and laid himſelf 
down on his Bed; and, when they were 
all gone, he deſired Roſe to make a Pot of 

Ns . * Coffee, 


Coffee, 
ing, he 


She « 
it to h 
the Be: 
pretend 
and he 
nocent] 
not dr 
her ho 
down 4 
being 
thoug] 
loud a 
be hes 
and O 
fires. 
Storm 
afraid 
Wick 
was .N 
what 
begge 
to ke 
VOWe( 
cy to 
preſſi 
Powe 


the Bed-Side, and pour it out for him; 
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Coffee, and bring it up to him, complain- 
ing, he had a Pain in his Head. 


She obeyed his Orders; and on carrying 
it to him, he deſired her, to ſit down on 


pretending that he was unable to fit up 
and help himſelf to it. The Girl very ir- 
nocently did as he bid her; and he had 
not drank above a Diſh, when catchin 
her hold round the Neck, he pulled her 
down to. him, and the Room they were in 
being a great Diſtance from the Kitchen, 
though the Girl ſtruggled, and ſquawled as 
loud as ſhe was able, yet, as ſhe could not 
be heard, Vill proved too ſtrong for her, 
and obtained the Gratification of his De- 
fires. But this Uſage put Rqſe into ſuch a 
Storm of roaring, and crying, that he was 
afraid ſhe would directly diſcover what his 
Wickedneſs had perpetrated. And, as he 
was not without Remorſe, afterwards, for 
what he had done, he fell on his Knees 
begged and prayed her to forgive him, and 
to keep the Matter. a Secret ; {wore and 
vowed the greateſt Love and Conſtan- 
cy to her, and uſed all the endearing Ex- 
preſſions and Methods that were in his 
Power to invent; yet ſtill Roſe remained 
un- 


CC 
unconſolable in the greateſt Agony ane 
Rage.” =. Pc TAY, « UM 


. © _ , However, at laſt, pulling opt his Pur 
he preſented her with two Gujneas, defi 
ing her to accept of it as a ſtall Token of 

his Love, and promiſed to make it double 
to her, as ſoon as it was in his Power 


Vhhich he ſaid, would be very ſpeediy. 


As ſhe had never been Miſtreſs of ſuc 

a Sum before, fo the Sight of the Gol 
mollified her more than all his Perfuaſions; 
and ſhe told him, though the was certain 
he had ruined her, yet, out of Regard t 
her Tenderneſs for him that he might not 
0 


11 * F 


Brothe 


incur the Diſpleaſure of his Guardian, ſne Not 
would not divulge what had happened] Jet he 
up on condition, t! lac he Prom iſed, never to with h 
attempt the like with her again. This il the Po 
did very readily, and ſhe, having wipedf of ac 
the Tears off her Face, and ſet 15 Cap condel 
and Apparel a little to rights by the Glaſs, Which 
41 that was in his Room, went. down Stairs as deal le 
uſual, about her Buſineſs, though not with i 
Without ſuch viſible Signs of Diſorder andi ner 
. Contuſion in her Face, as muſt have been ver {Þ 
very perceptible to- any Body, that had Ma ; 
ſeen her at that Time. However, ſhe did] Love, 


not go directly into the Kitchen again, but 
8 | ; re 


hrſt I 
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iy ane N 
oom. But when the young Ladies came 
Home, they could not help perceiving, 


Purſe that ſhe had been crying, and aſked her 
' defir chat had been the Occaſion of it: To 


retired with the Coffee-Pot into her ;own 


— 
* 
93 


which ſhe anſwered: It was becauſe her 


k 7 | 
doubl Brother was ſo unkind as not to come and 
Power be her, though he had promiſed punttual- 


ly. 


F ſuc 
- Gold 
aſions; 
certain 
Yard 7 
zht not 


of the Truth of this; they very kindly did 
all they could to keep her in Ideart, yet 
ſhe remained very penſive and mmelanchaly 


afterwards. 


ly to come, and now it Was too late to ex. 
pect him. As the Ladies made no doubt 


during the whole Day, and ſeveral more 


* yet he found Means: to repeat his Pleaſures 
ver toll with her: For ſhe had already experienced 
is il che Power of Gold, and it Was the Hopes 
wiped of en mare of jt, that made her 
r Cap] condeſcend to;his Deſires che ſecond Time; 
oO which Permiſton he obtained with a great 
airs 25 deal leſs ReluCtancy,fram her, than he .mer 
h nod] with in his firſt Attempt : As ſhe now 
er and conceived more Aﬀettion-for;him than e- 
e been] ver ſhe had felt before, and to 
t hadi have ſome Reliſh for the Pleaſures of 


he gig Love, of which Hill had gixen cher the 


n, but 
re 


15 geiting 


i 
| 
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Principles in him, that were both inforcet 


into, on his Elopement from his Guardian 
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getting the better of her Avarice, ſhe pre veral * 
_ exceſſively fond of him, and indulged h Unive 
amorous Inclinations as often as they cou Elope 
find Opportunities to be together. Roſe. 


Though Will had ſome very libidinou 


by Nature, and cheriſhed by his forme 
Education, and the Manner of Life he fel 


yet he could not perceive the growing Af 
"tection of Reſe toward him, without ren 
dering it fome Return; and as he knew he 
bad debauched her, ſo he . endeavoured 


to compenfate for it, by his Endearments Th 
to her: Being excceding good-natured an{M cd hi 
affectionate, even where the Inducemeni pired, 
vas much ſmaller than on the preſent Oe Ro/e, 
caſion. For though he had ſatisfied hi miſin; 
Deſires, it had not extinguiſhed his AﬀecWl able : 
tion for her: And ſuch a potent Effect hal Louiſ- 
Good - Nature, that, notwithſtanding th Tears 
Injury he had done her, Roſe loved hm Mr. 4 
with very great Fervency. Colle 


As the Time of his ſetting out for the 
College grew very near, ſo it occaſioned 
no ſmall Sorrow to them both; and it was 
very much heightened by Roſe's proving 
with Child by him; which made Pim ſe- 
248 veral 
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veral Times incline to avoid going to the 
Univerſity, and propoſe to make a ſecond 
Elopement from his Guardian along with 
Roſe. But then, upon farther Conſidera 


he fre) 
Iged hi 
* coul 


nor what Courſe of Life to purſue, that 
might enable him to maintain them both: 
Therefore, as he thought he ſhould be bet- 


vidinou 
nforced 
forme 


> he feli ter able to provide ſome Subſiſtence for 
iardianM her, and her Child, out of what Mr. Me- 
ing Ant ſhould allow him for private Expences 
ut ren at the College, he, at laſt, determined 


"new he 
LVOUTe( 
Lr ment: 
red and 
cement 
>nt Oc 
ned his 
Affec 
fect has 


upon going thither. 2 


The Time that his Guardian had allow- 
ed him for tarrying at Home being ex- 
pired, he took a very tender Farewell of 
Roſe, giving her three Guineas, and pro- 
miſing to ſend her more as ſoon as he was 
able: Then taking Leave of his Siſter and 
Louiſa, who both parted from him with 


ng the Tears, he ſet out for Oxford, along with 

ed hm Mr. Merit, who accompanied him to the 
College. | 

for the 

aſtoned 


| It was 
"roving 
him ſe- 

veral 


tion, he knew not what Buſineſs to take to, 
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IWhereih an extraordinary Adventure at Mr, 
Merit s comes to light. 


CHAP. 


'T; che Cloſe of our laſt Chapter we 
conducted Will "Ramble, in 
with his Guardian; to the Univerſity of 
Oxford, where they were very joyfully re- 
ceived. by Harry Merit, which was more 
than Will expected. 


about a Week, with the twe young Gen- 
dlemen, to refreſh himſelf : When having 
ſeen all that was worthy of Notice in the 
ſeveral Colleges, and placed Will Ramble 


| & abſent almoſt three Weeks. 


he applied himſelf to his Studies with 
0 much Diligence. And though he was not 


J Languages as Harry Merit, yet his ſuperior 
Genius compenſated for that Deficiency ; 

15 that in a ſhort Time Harry began to 
Wl view 


-© — — = 


Company 


As the Journey thi- 
ther was very long, Mr. Merit ſtaid there 


under the ſame Tutors as had the Care of 
his Son Harry, he ſet out again on his Re- 
turn Home; from whence he had now been 


After Will Ramble had been matriculated, | 


| ſuch a great Proficient in the learned 
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view the Progreſs that ill made in the 
Sciences with a very jealous Eye; ande it 
revived in him that Spirit of Moroſeneſs 
and Ill- Nature, which we have before ſeen. © 
him to be poſſeſſed of, and which had now 
lain dormant for ſome Time, through want 
of an Object to excite it. 


Though Will ſet about his Learning wh, 
a vigorous Application, yet it was fre- 
quently interrupted by the Thoughts of 
the miſerable Condition in which he had 
left Roſe , and the Ideas that would often 
ariſe in his Mind of his beloved Lotiſa, 
whoſe Abſence from his Sight hung very 
heavy on his Spirits, as he really was very. 
much in love with her: And, notwith- 
ſtanding that ſmall Inconſtancy, which his 
warm and amorous Conſtitution had made 
him guilty of, he was ſenſible there was 
a great Diſparity between the Chatms he 
hed poſſeſſed himſelf of in Raſe and thoſe he 
perceived in Miſs Louiſa Merit. However, 
his Love for the latter, did not ſuffer him 
o leave Roſe Freelove in thoſe unhappy Cir- 
cumſtances, in which he had involved her, 
vithout allowing her ſufficient Aſſiſtance: 
For he conſtantly ſent her ſuch Supplies f 
Money, from Time to Time, as he could 
oſlibly ſpare out 15 the Recnittances * 
2 C 
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he received from Mr. Merit, his Guardian, 
for his Support at the Univerſity, 


It was not without ſome Difficulty, that 
Roſe had hitherto concealed the Symptoms 
that attend breeding Women, from being 
diſcerned in her by the reſt of the Family; 
but as ſhe now found her Stays and Petti- 
coats wanted extending, ſo ſhe knew it 
would be impoſſible for her to keep the 
Affair a Secret much longer. And though 
through Will's Kindneſs to her, ſhe did not 
want for Money ; yet the being ſo young 
and unexperienced in the World, and hav- 
ing no Father for her Child, that ſhe dared 
to own, reduced her to the moſt violent 
Oppreſſions that can ariſe from Shame and 
Grief united together. 


Mr. Merit, being Juſtice of Quorum, con- 
ſtantly kept a Clerk in his Houſe; to whom 
he allowed a handſome Salary, beſides his 
Perquiſites, which, on ſome Occaſions, were 
very conſiderable: For this Gentleman 
thought it beneath him to follow the Pre- 
cedent of ſome of his Brethren, in the Com- 
miſſion of the Peace, who pocket all their 
Clerk's Fees, on the Conſideration of al- 
lowing him a ſmall Salary, Neither ne 
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he ſuffer him to take Fees of every Perſon 
alike ; for Mr. Merit would conſtantly diſ- 
tribute Juſtice to the Poor, without his 
Clerk's receiving a Gratuity for filling up 
a Summons or a Warrant, or making out 
a Recognizance, However, he always 
took Care that his Benevolence to one Per- 
ſon, ſhould not prejudice another; and 
therefore conſtantly on ſuch Occaſions, he 
ſupplied out of his own Pocket, what he 
thought the Perſons, that made Applica- 
tion to him for Juſtice, were either defi- 
cient in, or could il] ſpare, from themſelves 
or their Families. 


The Clerk that then lived with Mr. 
Merit, was named Johnſon : He was a 
. active, briſk, dapper Fellow, very 
well verſed in his Buſineſs, as a Juſtice's 
Clerk, and had, moreover, ſome little 
Knowledge both of the Practice and Theory 
of the Law, having formerly been Clerk 
to an Attorney. This laſt Qualification 
would have verymuchenhanced his Services, 
with ſome of thoſe Gentlemen, that are 


frequently put in the Commiſſion of the 


Peace, without knowing hardly a Syllable of 
either Statute or Common Law : For the 
Want of which, they often become liable, 
by their Proceedings, to have Informations 
2 O 3 ent ered 
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3 entered, TY them in the Courts above: 


But as Mr. Merit had long ſtudied the 


; Law at the Inner Temple, ſo he needed not 


the ſmall Abilities therein of his Clerk, 


to aſſiſt his Determination in any judicial 
32 e | 


Though Mr. Johnſon, by his Profeſſion, 
and the Manners of the Family he lived 
in, was confined to Sobriety, yet that was 
no Part of his natural Character : For he 
had formerly been ſo very much addicted to 


. Women and Drinking, when he was Clerk 
to the Attorney, that his Maſter was o- 


bliged to give him up his Indentures, and 
turn him out of his Houſe, when he had 
ſerved not above half his Clerkſhip: But 


as he wrote à good. Hand, and was an 
active young Fellow, a Gentleman who 
ol 115 heen an intimate, Acquaintance with 


is late Father, ventured; upon his ſincere 


Promiſe of Reformation; to recommend 
him to Mr, Merit, with whom he had now 
lived a Year and a Half; during which, 
as he behaved very unexceptionably, ſo he 
has not hitherto. given us any Occaſion to 
mention him! in this 50 n 


A young Man who- was naturally ſo vici- 


ous as Mr. Jabaſon, could hardly ſee ſuch a 


blooming 
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blooming freſh- coloured Laſs as Roſe, in 


the ſame Houle with him, without enter- 


taining ſome inordinate Affections for her. 
He had made ſeveral Attempts on her 
Chaſtity, but had been always repulſed; 
which, though it could not be at- 
tributed to her Virtue, that having fallen a 
Victim to Vill Ramble's Deſires, yet, per- 
haps, it was her growing Inclination, and 
ſincere Attachment to the latter, that kept 
her out of the other's Poſſeſſion. 


Though Mr. Johnſon had conceived ſome 
Notions of Vill being his Rival in Roſe's 


Affections, which were owing perhaps to 


the fuperior Comelineſs of his: Perſon ; 
yet as he had not any Suſpicion of the ex- 


traordinary Intimacy that was between 
them, ſo he directly renewed his Attempts 
upon [Roſe with more Vigour, as ſoon as 


Will Ramble was gone to the College. 
And ſhe being now almoſt at her Wit's 
End, for Want of a Father to her Child, 


as ſhe was not certain of ever beholding 
Will Ramble, again, who was now at fo 


great a Diſtance from her, ſoon began. to 
give Ear to Mr. Jobnſon's e 
Hoping, that the leaſt ſhe could obtain, by 
conſenting to his Deſires, would be having 
ſome Body to lay her Child to when it was 


O4 born, 


©.» BE 

born, But what might the more incline 
her to liſten to Mr. Johnſon, was, that 
ſome how * Roſe had lately got an 
Intimation of Will's Affection for Lowiſa : 
And, indeed, Nothing can be more pene- 
trating than Women's Eyes on ſuch Occa. 
ſions, eſpecially when they are intereſted 
therein. 


It is very likely, that many of our 
Readers will very much condemn this 
Proceeding of Roſe with Mr. Johnſon, as 
being exceeding immoral ; and, indeed, 
we ſhall in no wiſe attempt her Juſtificati- 
on: Though, perhaps, it may be thought 
by others, that it was a very adequate Re- 
taliation on him, for endeavouring to de- 
prive her of her Virginity, which was the 
greateſt Ornament ſhe had to adorn her; 
and which Mr. Jobnſon really thought to 
ſac r.fice to his Luſt, Whatever may be 
the Sentiments of our Readers on this 
Matter, yet it was certainly Ro/e's Opini- 
on, that as ſhe had been deflowered by the 
Baſeneſs of one Man, ſhe had a right to 
retort his Perfidy on any of the Sex, in or- 
der to obtain ſome Compenſation. But 
leaving this Principle of hers to be diſ- 
cuſſed by ſuch Caſuiſts as ſhall undertake 
it, with a proper Allowance for the Igno- 
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rance in which ſhe had been brought up. 


with regard to the eſtabliſned Notions of 
Religion, and Virtue, we ſhall proceed in 
our Narration. 1 


Roſe relinquiſhing her former Co neſs to 


5 


Mr. Jobnſon, he ſoon made himſelf Maſter 


of the ſmall Remnants of her Chaſtity; 


and, as ſhe was not very far gone with 


Child, by her good Management, together 


with his over Eagerneſs for Enjoyment, 
entirely blinded the Affair, ſo that he had 


} 


not the leaſt Suſpicion about it: And im- 


puted the Eaſineſs of her Condefcenſion 


to the Abſence of Vill Ramble, whom, 


as we have ſaid before, he ſuſpect- 
ed to be more in her good Graces than 
himſelf, | 


Mr. Jobnſon having obtained his Deſires 
of Roſe, and her big Belly ſoon growing 
too large to be concealed ; in little more 
than a Month's Time, ſhe acquainted 
him, that ſhe was certain of her being 


with Child by him. He made Anſwer, 


that, if the Caſe was ſo, he would take 
care to provide for it: But this Intimation 


occaſioning him afterwards to eye her a lit- 


tle narrowly, he thought her Bulk was ra- 


ther too conſiderable, for the ſhort Time 


O 5 he 
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he had been intimate with her. However, 
he had not much Time either for any Con- 
ſiderations, or to. interrogate her further 
upon this Point; for the Matter becoming 
evidently conſpicuous to the Eyes of the 
Family, it ſoon reached Mr. Merit's Ears, 
who was very much alarmed, and concern- 
ed at ſuch a Thing happening in his 
Houſe. He, therefore, ordered Roſe be- 
fore him; who, after a ſhort Examination, 
averred, that his Clerk was the Father: 
Though ſhe was not compelled to take her 
Oath of it, as Mr. Merit did not examine 

her in a judicial Way; but only as havin 

the ſame Authority over her, as the Mal” 
ter of a Family has over his Servants. 


He then ſent for Mr. Fohnſon, and ac- 
quainted him with what Roſe had laid to 
his Charge. He could not help owning, 


that he had had ſome very intimate Con- 


nexion with her; but as it had been only 
ſuch a ſhort Time ſince the Commence- 
ment of their Familiarity, he demurred ver 

much upon his being the Father of the Child. 
Nevertheleſs, as the Girl had always bore a 


modeſt Character in the Family, before 


this Accident, Mr. Merit looked upon 
what his Clerk offered in his Defence, as 


Re- 


very flight; and after giving him a ſevere 


Mother; and promiſed her a ſmall weekly 


. iin © 55:48 33 
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Reprimand, diſcharged him his Service 
Telling him withal, that if he did not take 
care of Roſe, and the Child, he would ex- 
ert his Authority as a Magiſtrate, and 
compel him to do it. 


He afterwards ſent Roſe home to her 


Allowance, to ſupport her, till ſuch Time 
as Mr. Johnſon ſhould get into ſome Way 
of Buſineſs, that might enable him to pro- 
vide for her. And, as the two young La- 
dies very much commiſerated her Misfor- 
tunes, they agreed together, though un- 
known to Mr. Merit, to make an Addi- 
tion to his Bounty, for Roſe's Support; by 
which, and the Subſiſtance that ſhe conti- 
nued to receive from Will Ramble, who 
knew nothing of this Affair, ſhe not only 
lived very well herſelf, but alſo contributed 
to the maintaining of her Mother and three 
young Children, that were at Home with 
her. This good Woman, being of a very 
mild Temper, did not make her Daugh- 
ter's Life ſo uneaſy to her, -as ſome others 
would have done, by opprobrious Lan- 
guage, on the like Occaſion : For having 
been, as it were, inured to Misfortunes, 
ſhe looked upon this, not very uncommon 


one, with the leſs Concern ; and only 
O 6 " wiſhed 
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wiſhed, ſhe had been wiſe enough, not 
to have truſted ſuch a young Girl ſo 
ſoon out of her Sight, in the World; 
and that ſhe had not placed her, at firſt 


ſetting out, in ſuch a large Family as The . 
Mr. Merit's, dons 2 


P. 
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HAP. X. 


The Arrival of a fine Gentleman at Mr. Me- 
rit's ; and the Pifture of à beautiful young 
Lady drawn from the Life. 


| T was not long before Mr. Jobnſon got 
again into Buſineſs; a Brewer taking 
him to be his Clerk. As he continued - 
to make a conſtant Allowance towards the 
Support of Roſe, and as the Child had 
been got in Mr. Merit's Family; fo that 
Gentleman, by his Influence in the Pariſh, 
and with his Brother Juſtices, took care to 
prevent Roſe's paſſing under any Examina - 
tion of the Officers. For, as ſhe had not 
ſworn her Child, ſo they could not legally 
give her any Moleſtation about it, till a 
Month after her Delivery: Though ſuch 
Perſons are very apt on theſe Occaſions, to 
arrogate more Power to themſelves, than 
what the Law admits of ; as they think 
the Poverty of thoſe whom they have 
to deal with, will exempt them from 
the Penalties they incur by ſuch Pro- 
ceedings. And, indeed, the not examin- 
ing Roſe upon Oath, was a Matter 
of great Forecaſt in Mr. Merit; — he 

hy 
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thereby contributed very much to the ſkreen- 


ing her, both from the Oppreſſion of Con- 
tumely and Power. "Hap 


Roſe was delivered of a Girl, in ſome- 
what more than Five Months after her 
Diſcharge from Mr. Merit's : Which, tho' 
it confirmed Mr. Jobnſon in his Opinion, 
that he was not the Father of it; yet it oc- 
caſioned ſome Diſpute among the Female- 
Sex, whether any Woman could lay a 
Child to a Man, that was born at ſeven 
Months after their cohabiting together. 
But as they were divided in their Opinions 
on this Point, we ſhall not trouble the 
Reader with relating them. The Child 
dying a ſhort Time after its Birth, Roſe 
was again at Liberty, to provide for her- 
ſelf in the World; and, foon after, had 


the good Luck to get a Place in a Town, at 
ſuch a Diſtance from her Mother's, that the 


Knowledge of her recent Misfortune never 
came within the Reach of it. However, as 
Mr. Jobnſon kept up his Correſpondence with 
her before ſhe went to her Place, and bein 
grown very jealous of Will Ramble's having 
had a Finger in the Pye, as well as him- 
ſelf, he made uſe of two very perſuaſive 
Arguments, to get the Truth from her ; 
which were Money and Liquor, By the 
7725 joint 
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joint Influence of theſe, ſhe was compelled 
to diſcloſe the Secret to him: Which be- 
ing Maſter of, he directly broke off all 
Manner of Correſpondence with a Woman 
that he found had impoſed upon him ſo e- 
gregiouſiy; and . ſecretly vowed in his 
Mind, to take a ſevere Revenge on WI 
Ramble, if ever he ſhould meet with 
Opportunity for that Purpole. * 


While theſe Things happened, a Ga. 
tleman arrived at Mr. Merit's, whom we 
have, as yet, but once mentioned in this 
Hiſtory: And this was Mr. Merit's eldeſt 
Son, who was come from his Quarters, to 
ſpend a Month or two at his Father's 
Houſe. He was a tall, comely, black- 
haired, well-featured young Man; and 
having been in the Army, he had acquired 
a very polite, genteel, and engaging Be- 
haviour z which, together with his natural 
good Humour, made his Company very 
zoreeable. 


Though he entered: the Army as a Cor- 5 
ret of Dragoons, he had the good Fortune 
to be ſoon preferred to a Lieutenancy, in 
which Poſt he was at preſent : But as the 
Title of Captain was generally beſtowed 
on him by Courteſy, and it was not a — 
WALCE - 
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while before he arrived at that Dignity ; fo 
we, to prevent any Miſtakes in our Reader, 
and to avoid Perplexity in our Hiſto- 
ry, ſhall herereafter give him that Deno- 
mination, whenever we ſhall have Occaſion 
to make mention of him ; being really ve- 
ry deſerving of the Title, long before he 
received his Commiſſion as ſuch. 


le had not been long at his Father's, 
when he began to think Amelia, Will Ram- 
Ble's Siſter, to be one of the moſt agreeable 
young Ladies he had ever yet met with ; 
and, by a certain Sympathy, which is in 
ſome Minds, ſhe entertained a very favour- 
able Opinion of the Captain. As we have 
not yet exhibited any Deſcription of this 
young Lady to the Reader, we ſhall here 
draw her Portrait, in as minute a Compaſs 
as poſſible ; well knowing, that, though 
we ſhould attempt to do it in full Length, 
our Pen would not be able to come up to 
the Beauties of this fair Model of®Na- 
ture. 8 


Amelia then, was tall in Stature; but of 
ſuch a delicate Shape, and genteel Mien 
withal, as rendered her Tallneſs very be- 
coming. Her Forehead was high and 
gracetul, Her Eyebrows were full and 

| arched 
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arched z but, having fair Hair, they did 
not diſplay their Beauty ſo much as if they 
had been black. Her Eyes were blue, and 
had a very expreſſive Sweetneſs in them 
which the Painters always found impoſſible 
to imitate upon the Canvas, whenever they 
* og to draw her Picture. Her Noſe, 
Mouth, and Lips were very handſome. 
She had a Row of the fineſt even white 


| Teeth as could be in the World; and her 


Chin was very well proportioned to the 
Reſt of her Face. Her Cheeks were oval; 
and on the right, between that and the 
Corner of her Eye; ſhe had a beauti- 
ful Mole, placed by Nature in ſuch an ele- 
nt Poſition, as was impoſſible for the 
moſt artful Patch - Layer to imitate. And 
as her Complexion was exceeding fair, that 
Mole was a very great Ornament to her Face, 
which, though fair, was defended from 
Paleneſs, by a very vivid Bluſh. in her 
Cheeks; whgſe Hue might be compared to 
the new-blown Roſe, till dying away, it 
loſt itſelf inſenſibly in the ſupereminent 
Whiteneſs of the Lilly, that appeared in 
her Skin. Her Neck was long, but not of 
too great a Length for her Stature; it was 
exceedingly well turned, and ſo exquiſitely 
white, that, without any Hyperbole, it 
really matched the driven Snow, Her = 
ad - 
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and Boſom were finely raiſed; and 
Breaſts appeared like two ſmall delica 
e Hemiſpheres of Parian Marb| 

autifully ſtreaked with blue Veins. A 
on her Boſom was placed another Mol 
which nothing could vie with for Beaut 
or, Ornament, than that which, as we ha 

before ſaid, was ſo exquiſitely fixed by N. 
tere a little above her right Cheek. He 
Limbs were admirably well framed, an 


her whole Perſon was extreamly delicate] And, 

Inſomuch, that Lauiſa and ſhe, might ve ſented t 

ry well be termed an exact Contraſt of N aof Perf, 

ture, forming two exquiſite Beauties of difſi ken f 

ferent Complexions : Loxiſa's Form bein bably k 

Delicacy in Miniature; and . s De meeting 

WS at full- Length. | 2 Captair 

2 my, at 

| As to ber Temples; ſhe Yes ee this ou 

n good-natured, affable, and eonde ing Mon this 
and had all her Brother Milan 8 SY that A 
and Briſkneſs, without being tainted withLover 


any of his Levity: For ſhe was of a ver) ſeſſed 
modeſt Deportment, and endued with afghed 
great deal of Virtue. Thefe Accompliſh- Never 
ments of her Mind were exceedingly im · N it c 
proved and cultivated, by the Education Have a 
nne had received ſince her being under Mr. 
Merit's Care. As Nature had given her a 
good Voice, he had cauſed her to be 
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taught Muſic; and ſhe) ſung and played 
on the Harpſichord exceeding well, danced 
very finely, and ſpoke both the French and 
delicafff Halian Tongues with great Fluency and 
MarblY Correctneſs: For her Guardian, finding 
s. Al that ſhe had a good Genius and Taſte for 
Mol Learning, ſpared for no Expence in her 
Beaui Education; and, therefore, he engaged the 
ve hav beſt Maſters that Money could procure, or 
by NY that Part of the Kingdom produce, to in- 
H ſtruct her and his Daughter. 


d, an 

licatefl And, kind Reader, after having pre- 
ght veſW ſented thee with the Portrait of this Model 
of NaWof Perfection, which we can aſſure thee, is 
of difRtaken from the Life, thou wilt very pro- 
being bably be in ſome Aſtoniſhment, at her not 
Dei meeting with any Admirers, until the 
» Captain came to Mr. Merit's; or if ſhe had 
any, at their not finding a Place before, in 
this our-Hiſtory.——But to make you eaſy 
on this Occaſion, we ſhall acquaint you, 
tnat Amelia had not only met with one 
Lover already, but alſo with two pro- 
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ication Wave any Notice of it. 
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As other Circumftances and TIncide 
in this Narrative, have prevented u 
yet from declaring, who theſe two Va 
ries of Amelia's were; we ſhall beg lei 
leave to retain the Secret, till thou com 


to the next Chapter, wherein we prop 
to diſcloſe it fully, * 
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CHAP, 


Wb reveals a Love-Secret, promiſed in the 
Wo Chapter, to be diſcovered to the Reader. 


HERE is ſcarcely any Thing more 
apt to excite our Attention, than the 
loſing of a Secret, or the Explanation 
hat is hidden or myſterious. It is to 
former of theſe, that Encouragement 
been given to the Production of ſo ma- 
'olumes which treat of the Philoſopher's 
ne, the univerſal Panacea ÞF, the finding 
he Longitude, and the perpetual Mo- 
; and to the latter, the Prieſts of all 
ions are very much indebted, for the 
it Wealth and Honours they accumu- 
which manifeſtly ſhews, that a State 
Ignorance, is what is univerſally diſ- 
d: Every Man aiming at being as wiſe, 
iſer than another, in his Underſtand- 
though not as good, or better in the 
ctice of Religion or Virtue. 


HA! 


l, at the End of the laſt Chapter, we 
miſed the divulging of a Matter, which 

we 
An univerſal Medicine for all Diſeaſes; that has 


long ſtudied for, but never yet ſound out. 
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to the Advantage of our Works. 


Occaſions. 


we have hitherto contained within our own 
Boſom ; and it being, moreover, a Love. 
Secret, we do not doubt but the Reader, 
whether Male or- Female, but eſpecially 
the latter, may be ſo eager to arrive at the 
Knowledge of it, as not even to take a 
Breathing-Time between theſe two Chap- 
ters, or to ſip the Diſh of Tea, Coffee, or 
Chocolate, which perhaps ſtands cooling 
on the Table: Expecting that this Secret 
burns as hot in our Breaſt, till we have 
diſcloſed it, as a School-Boy's Money does 
in his Pocket, till he has laid it out. 
But, in ſuch Caſes, we Authors are a little 
more deliberate, than the Generality of 
our Readers may imagine; and that for 
two very good Reaſons: Which are, Firſt, 
to ſhew, that, like the Free-Maſons, we 
have the Faculty of retaining, as well as 
divulging a Secret; both which very much 
contribute, when managed with Diſcretion, 


And, 


Secondly, we are obliged to be pretty 
cautious in theſe Matters, of diſcloſing Se- 
crets, as they very often are attended with 
ſuch an irkſome Repentance, as we would 
for our own Eaſe, conſtantly avoid on all 
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No longer, then, to treſpaſs upon the 
Reader's Patience, which we doubt not, 
but we have tried in the two foregoing Pa- 
ragraphs, we ſhall declare: That though 
Harry Merit was, as we have ſaid before, of 
very moroſe Diſpoſition, yet he was not 
ch a Brute as to be inſenſible of the 

harms of Amelia; wiich, nothing but a 
Brute, or a Creature of a lower Rank in 

ature, could be. | - 


He had alſo made love to Amelia pri- 
ately; bur, in ſuch a Manner, as was no 
ays agreeable to her: For as he was very 
rdid. and ſhe had but a ſmall Fortune, 
e addreſſed her more in the Way of a 
allant, than as ever intending to make 
xr a Huſband. But if he could have fo 
overcome his Avaritiouſneſs, as to 
rt her for Wife; no doubt, even 
en, ſhe would have treated his Addreſſes 
th the ſame Contempt as otherwiſe: And 
perſiſting in them, during, the Time 
it he was at Home with her, only ſerved 
render him more hateful to her, than he 
ld have been, from only the bare 
owledge of his IIl-Nature alone 
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| Now, although Mr. Harry Merit did 
| not think ſhe had Charms ſufficient to 
| compenſate her Want of a large Fortune ; 
mm yet a young Gentleman, who was juſt 
[ come of Age, and into the Poſſeſſion of a 
| good Eſtate, but nine Miles off Mr. Me- 
rit's Houle, had entertained a much better 
| Opinion of her : For having ſeen her at a 
1 Ball with Louiſa, to which he had been in- 
1 vited, her Dancing ſmit him more than all the 
| reſt of her Perfections or Accompliſh- 
ments; as he was either a better Judge of 


that, than of the others, or it was more to 
his Taſte. 


This Gentleman was one of thoſe al- 
molt irrational Creatures, called Country- 

_ Squires; and though his Perſon was not much 
7 to be found fault with, yet the Brutality cf 
} his Manners and Converſation, both of 
which he contracted by long Habit and 

bad Company, could not fail rendering 
him diſagreeable in the Eyes of ſuch a po- 

lite young Lady as Amelia. For though he 
had Senſe enough, to be more in love with 
her, than with his Horſes, Dogs, or fa- 
vourite Sport of Hunting, and would wil- 
lingly have married her without ever a 
Penny to her Fortune ; yet ſhe had ſeen too 
much 
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much of the Manners and Behaviour of- 
this Part of the human Species, in her Fa- 
ther's Life-time, ever to take a Huſband 
out of it. 


He VIA that he was not | oaly left by 
her Father entirely at her Guardian's Diſ- 
poſal, but alſo that he had a very great In- 
fluence over her: Therefore, he, firſt de- 
manded Permiſſion: of him, to make his 
Addreſſes to her; which Mr. AI 
knowing the Largeneſs of his Eſtate, and 
thinking it would be an e 
Match for his Ward, very readil y. grant- 
ed. But as neither Ambition nor Ava» 
rice had ever tainted the Blood of the 
Rambles ; ſo Amelia, not being infected 
with either of theſe Vices, could not think 
of beſtowing herſelf upon any Man, with 
whom ſhe, was certain to live an unhappy 
Life, either from the Diſparity of. their 
Fortunes, or the Diſagreement of | heir 
TIER 
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C HAP. XII. 


In which an Intrigue commences at Mr. Me- 
rit's, which occaſions a bloody Conflict be- 
tween ſome of the Perſons concerned. 


URING Captain Merit's Continu- 
| ance at his Father's, he daily grew 
more and more enamoured with Amelia; 
and as both his Perſon and Accompliſh- 
ments had made a great Impreſſion on her, 
ſhe received his Addreſſes very favoura- 
bly; but acquainted him withal, that not 
being as yet at her own Diſpoſal, ſhe ad- 
vided him, to aſk her Guardian's Conſent ; 
for as he had behaved to her with the Ten- 
derneſs of a Parent, ever ſince ſhe had been 
under his Care, and ſhe owed a great ma- 
py Obligations to him, ſhe was, therefore, 

oth to do any Act, whereby ſhe ſhould in- 
cur his Diſpleaſure. 


The Captain pondered a little upon 
this: Having two very ſtrong Reaſons for 
not undertaking it. The firſt was, the ad- 
vantageous Propoſal that Amelia had re- 
ceived from the young *Squire, to which 
given his Conſent ; 
an 


he knew Mr, Merit 


which 
nſent , 
and 


"© 
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and that he intereſted himſelf very much 
in bringing at to bear, he conceiving it to 
be more for her Benefit, than his moſt ſan- 
guine Wiſhes for her Welfare could have 
given him leave to expect: And, ſecond- 
ly, that though he knew his Father not to 
be of a covetous Diſpoſition, yet it was ve- 
ry probable, that he would think Amelia's 
Fortune to be too ſmall for a Son, that 
was to come into the Poſſeſſion of ſuch a 
large Eſtate on his own Deceaſe. Beſides 
theſe, he was ſenſible, moreover, that his Fa- 
ther had already fixed his Eye on another 
Match for him, with a rich young Heireſs, 
who had all the Charms that Money could 
beſtow, but-very few, if any perſonal ones. 
Theſe Reaſons prevented the Captain from 
acquainting his Father with his Inclinations; 
as he conjectured it would give him ch 
Uneaſineſs, and very much deſpaired of 
reaping any Benefit by ſo doing. There- 
fore, he determined to wait the Event of 
Time, which he hoped would be more 
propitious to him than at preſent; rather 
than to trouble his Father with an Affair, 
which he had great Reaſon to think would 
be a Diſturbance to his Repoſe. 


The Captain had a huge, brawny young | 


Fellow, that attended him in the Capacity 
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of a Servaht; but who, like moſt other 
Officer's Men, was alſo inlifted in the Ar- 
my, and rode in the ſame Troop to which 
the Captain belonged. 


This Man, whoſe Name was James, 
was very well verſed in the Art of making 
good his Quarters, as the Soldiers term it: 
That is, of providing themſelves with the 


beſt; Proviſion, and other Neceſſaries, 


which the Inn, or Houſe afforded, where- 
ever they were lodged, 


As the Captain had now been almoſt a 
Month at his Father's, James had not, for 
a great while, laid ſo long at any Quarters 
without taſting a Bit of Woman's Fleſh ; 
and being really wearied with faſting, he 
began to look ſharp for ſomewhat, where- 
wir to appeaſe his hungry Appetite, 
which he found to grow exceeding rave- 
nous, by the Reſtraint, that, much againſt 
his Will, it had lately been obliged to 
undergo. , 


The two young Lad had a Chamber- 
Maid, that waited upon them, whoſe 
Name was Sally; who being of a very free 

jocular Diſpoſition, 'Fames thought her the 
fitteſt Perſon to, apply himſelf to on this 
| | Occaſion ; 
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Occaſion; and in a ſhort Time he brought 
Matters ſo well to bear, that ſhe promiſed 
him a Night's Lodging with her. 


She therefore took an Opportunity of 
ſhewing him the Chamber, where he was 
to gratify his Expectations, by Day-Light, 
that he might the eaſier find his Way to it, 
in the Dark; and Eleven o' Clock, when 
ſne was ſure all the Family would be retired 
to Bed, was the Hour of Aſſignation, at 
which he was to enter her Embraces. Tho' 
as he was very ſharp-ſet, he fain would 
have procured a Bit to ſtay his Stomach, at 


the Time when ſhe was ſhewing him the 


Room ; and it was not without the greateſt 
Difficulty that ſhe could reſtrain him from 


it. But ſhe ſtrongly urging the Dagger, 
of any of the other Servants com up 
Stairs in the mean Time, prevailed on him 
at laſt to ſtay till Night, when ſhe promiſ- 


ed he ſhould feaſt himſelf to his Heart's 
Content. 


James repaired®o the Chamber at the 
Hour appointed, the Door of which was 


to be left upon the Latch for his readier 


coming in. He entered in the Dark; and 


having undreſſed himſelf, leaped into Bed; 


where, inſtead - of the ſoft Embraces that 
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he expected to meet with in the Arms of 
Sally, he found himſelf aſſailed with a ſe- 
vere Blow on the Face from a Double-Fiſt; 
and, at the ſame Time, heard a hoarſe gruff 
Voice, demanding, with a great Oath, 
< who he was, and what he wanted there? 


This amazed him ſo much that he was 
unable to anſwer; but thinking he had miſ- 
taken the Room in the Dark, he was juſt 
going to acknowledge it; when, ſuddenly, 
he began to feel ſome hearty Blows from 
a Cudgel, that the Perſon, who had leapt 
out of Bed, was now beſtowing upon him. 
Though James was really a valiant Fellow, 
yet having nothing to withſtand his An- 
tagoniſt, and it being ſo dark that he could 
not ſee how to defend himſelf, he was 

obliged to ſtand the Brunt ſome Time; till 
at laſt finding an Opportunity to grapple 
with his Adverſary, he wrenched the Stick 
out of his Hand, and began to return the 
other as heavy Blows as he had juſt before 
received from him : But chancing to drop 
his Weapon, and not being able to recover it 
again in the dark, a cloſe Engagement en- 
ſued, when his Antagoniſt and he came to 
the Floor together; he falling undermoſt 
with ſuch a Jolt, as ſhook all that Part o 
the Houſe wherein they were. 
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One of the Footmen, who was not yet 
gone to Bed, hearing the Noiſe, and i- 
magining there were Thieves broke into 
the Houſe, ran directly to the Room from 
whence the Sound iſſued, with a lighted 
Candle in his Hand; where, to his great 
Surprize, he found the Coachman, who 
was a luſty Fellow, and James, ſtruggling 
together on the Floor. He ſoon parted 
the Combatants; and on his enquiring into 
the Cauſe of their Quarrel, he was intorm- 
ed by the Coachman that the other had 
broke into his Room, and was coming to 
Bed to him. James ſaid it was a Falſity; for 
that he found the Door open, and had miſ- 
taken the Room for Sally's. The Foot- 
man, being one of her Sweethearts, inſtant- 
ly replied, * and d-—n you, what did you 
© want in her Room? James anſwered, 
* for her to pay me the Night's Lodging 
* ſhe promiſed me.“ Saliy promiſe you 
a Night's Lodging with her !* cries the 
Footman, you are a lying Scoundrel for 
«* ſaying it.“ James, being a Soldier, could 
not bear receiving ſuch a toul Appellation, 
He therefore dealt the Footman a Blow, 
that drove two of his great Teeth down his 
Throat. -The Footman returned this Sa- 
lute very manfully; and here followed a 

24 fierce 
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fierce Encounter between them, the Coach- 
man ſtanding by to ſee fair Play: Except- 
ing that, now and then, he gave James a 
fly Blow or two, out of Friendſhip to his 
Fellow-Servant, who he found was too 
hardly matched. 


As all the Servants lay in that Part of 
the Houſe where this Engagement happen- 
ed, ſo the Noiſe awakened them; and ſe- 
veral of the Women came running into the 
Room, with their lighted Candles, to ſee 
what the Matter was: Amongſt the reſt 
came Sally, who was now very much atraid, 
on hearing ſuch an Uproarin the Chamber, 
that ſhe had been guilty of more Miſchiet 
than ſhe deſigned, in diſappointing James 
of his Expectations with her. 


James, on ſeeing her, and knowing by 
the Light of the Candles, that it was the 
ſame Room which ſhe had ſhowed him in 
the Day-Time, was ſo enraged at his being 
jilted by her, that he could not forbear 
ſaluting her with ſome very courſe Appella- 
tions, accompanied with a good Kick on 
the B-— ch; whereat ſhe ſcreaming out, 
and the Coachman and Footman, (who 
'both made Love to her) thinking that he 
had done her more Injury than really ms, 
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fell together upon James and beat him 
very handſomely. For though he was very 
ſtrong and raw-bon'd, yet having but 


Juſt before engaged them ſeparately, he 


found their joint Force too. much for him to 
withſtand ; and was, therefore, juſt upon 
the Point of calling out for Quarter, when 
Mr. Merit's Butler and another of the 
Men-Servants entering, parted the Com- 
batants; who were by this Time ſo be- 
ſmeared with Blood, that there was hardly 


any diſtinguiſhing of them. 


The Battle being ended, the Women re- 
tired to their Apartments: Though not 
without Sally's exchanging ſome hot Words 
with the Captain's Servant. But as the 
Blows that had paſſed between him. and 
her two Favourites, had pretty well allay- 
ed the Heat of all their Paſſions, ſo. it was 
not to be revived again by theſe Blaſts of 
Wind. The Butler, after hearing the 
Occaſion of the Fray, and laughing hearti- 
ly at the Diſappointment the Captain's Ser- 
vant had met with, invited them down in- 
to his Maſter's Cellar to make it up; ta- 
king alſo the other Men-Servants, that 
were preſent, along with them to keep 
Peace, in caſe the Liquor ſhould revive 


their former Animoſity. After making a 
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hearty Libation together in the Cellar, 
with ſeveral Bottles of good Wine and Ale, 
they ſhook Hands and retired to their ſe- 
veral Chambers; as well as the Strength of 


the Liquor would permit them to get 
thither . 


The many Jokes and Scoffs that James 
received on Account of the former Ad- 
venture, made him quite weary of ſtaying 
at Mr. Merit's. He heartily wiſhed his 
Maſter would leave the Houſe, and very 
probably would have quitted his Service on 
this Occaſion, without waiting for his De- 

arture from thence, had not he been en- 
liſted in the ſame Regiment of Dragoons, 
and under his Maſter's Command as a Sol- 
dier, as well as a Servant. This obliged 
him to exert a Virtue very ornamental to 
his Profeſſion, though ſeldom found a- 
mong them; and he was forced to endure 
the Obloquy and Deriſion, that attended 
this Affair with Patience. | 


| Sally had played Fames this ſcurvy Trick | 


with a great deal of Premeditation : For 
finding what he wanted to be at, ſhe had 
acquainted the Coachman, who was her 
chief Favourite therewith, We ſay her. 
chief Favourite: For being a very likely, 

| Say; 


(323) 
gay, merry Laſs, ſhe had ſeveral Lovers 
amongſt her Fellow-Servants, but the 
Coachman was him that had the greateſt 
Share in her Affections: And who upon 
being acquainted with the Affair, of the 
Captain's Servant ſolliciting her for a 
Night's Lodging, had directed her to con- 
duct him to his Room, where he ſaid he 
would give him his Skin full of Diverſion, 


This they contrived together, to bring 
about in the Manner before related; and 
for the Conſequences whereof, eſpecially 
the rendering him the Jeſt of the Family, 
James ſwore a ſevere Revenge againſt her, 
if ever it lay in his Way to return it. As 
Fortune ſometimes delights in playing a 
Game at Miſchief, ſhe was not long before 
the gave him an Opportunity, —＋ making 
a full Retaliation of the Affronts he had 
received from his deceitful Miſtreſs; with 
the Manner of which we ſhall more fully 


acquaint the Reader in the enſuing Chapter. 
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The End of the Intrigue, which concludes this 
Book, 


S the Captain continued ſome Time 

at his Father's, after the foregoing 
Adventure of his Man James, ſo all Ani- 
moſity between the latter and Sally ſeemed 
to be dropt, at leaſt as to outward Ap- 
pearance; though James watched very 
narrowly for an Opportunity to return the 


Trick ſhe had played him, before he quitted 
Mr. Merit's. 


From the great Intimacy that was be- 
tween Sally and the Coachman, he imagin- 
ed that the latter received ſome very par- 
ticular Favours from her ; and by prying 


very narrowly into their Behaviour he diſ- 
covered, that. ſhe generally crept to his 


Room, when the Family were in Bed, 
where ſhe took up her Lodging for moſt 
Part of the Night, Having made this 
Diſcovery, he took the Opportunity, the 
laſt Evening but one that his Maſter was 
to ſtay at Mr. Merit's, to provide himſelf 
with two Bottles of Port Wine, into * 


9 

of which he put a good Quantity of Bran- 
dy; and invited the Coachman to come 
and drink with him in his Room. * 


As the Coachman always loved Liquor, 
eſpecially when he could get it at free 


Coſt, he readily accepted the Invitation; 


and James plyed him ſo heartily, firſt with 
the neat Port, and then with the other, 


which was mixed with Brandy, that in a 


ſhort Time he compleatly finiſhed the 
Coachman ; or in other Words, made him 
thoroughly drunk, fo that he was not able 
to get to his own Chamber; but fell aſleep 
upon Fames's Bed: ,Whereupon, locking 
the Cuachman in, James went to his Room, 
and directly got into his Bed. He had 
laid down but a ſhort Time, when he heard 
a Woman's Foot-ſteps, treading ſoftly a» 
long the Gallery; immediately after which 
he heard the Door open, which was left 
purpoſely on the Latch, and preſently af- 
terwards, he pretending to be aſleep, a 


Woman came and laid herſelf down by 


him. Being confident, by theſe Circum- 


ſtances, that ſhe was the Perſon he expect- 
ed, he directly turned to her, and enjoyed 
all the Satisfaction in her Embraces, * 


her Coyneſs had before denied him. 
: Their 
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Their Paſtime being over, ſhe fell faſt 
aſleep; when he ſtole ſoftly out of Bed, and 
locking the Door of the Room, faſtened her 
in; and then retired to his own Chamber : 
Where getting into Bed, he let the Coach- 
man ſleep on the Outſide till Morning, 
when all the Servants being up, and Sally 
miſſing, and not to be found in her Bed, 
occaſioned great Enquiry to be made after 


her. 


On waking, ſhe was exceedingly ſur- 
prized to find her Bed-Fellow gone, who 
always uſed to raiſe her early, that ſhe 
might recover her own Room before any of 
the reſt of the Family were ſtirring ; and 
putting on her Cloaths, ſhe was more a- 
mazed at finding herſelf locked in. 


What to do in this Situation ſhe knew 
not. The Lock, upon Trial, was tov 
ſtrong to be forced. ——It was broad Day 
Light, and ſhe was wanted about her Buſi- 
neſs : To call any of the Servants to open 
the Door for her, would have been betray- 
ing herſelf. In this Quandary ſhe ſet 
down on the Bed-Side, and waited, in 


hopes that the Coachman, who ſhe * 
ha 
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had locked the Door inadvertantly, would 


come, when he recollected it, and releaſe 
her: But he, knowing nothing of this Af- 
fair, ſoon after he awaked on Fames's Bed, 
ſet out for the Stables, to look after his 
Horſes. 


Sally having waited ſome Time in this 


Confinement, at laſt the young Ladies Bell 


rang for her to come and attend them at 
their Riſing; when another of the Maid- 
Servants going into their Room, acquaint- 
ed them that ſhe had not been ſeen that 
Morning. 


As they thought that ſhe might have 
overſlept herſelf, they directly ordered the 
Maid to goup into her Room and call her; 


but Mr. Merit's being an old Gothic built 


Houſe, that had formerly been a Sort of a 
Monaſtery, the Gallery where the Servants 
lay had ſomething ſo very awtul and gloomy 
in the Look, as terrified moſt of the Maid- 
Servants from ever venturing in it by 


| themſelves : And this Maid, not being one 


of the moſt couragious of her Sex, thought 
proper to take two others with her for 
Company, before ſhe proceeded thither in 
Search of Sally. Beſides this, there was a 
traditionary Story, of very long ſtanding 

in 
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in the Family, that one of Mr. Merit's An- 
ceſtor's, who-had died immenſely rich, with- 
out making any Will, or at leaſt any that 
could be found, walked in this Gallery; 
and had often been ſeen there, even in the 
Day-Time. And as Sally had been ſo long 
miſſing, and Nobody had ſeen her that 
Morning; this Maid was not without ſome 
Apprehenſions, that the old Gentleman of 
the Houſe, might have taken a Fancy to 
carry her off with him to his ſubterraneous 
Manſion. —Eſpecially, as ſhe was certain 


that Sally was not in Bed in the Morning, 


when ſhe and the reſt of the Servants got 
up ; though it was evident from the Sheets 
being tumbled, that ſhe had lain there Part 
of the Night. 


Judith therefore, for ſo was this Laſs 
named, directly taking two of the other 
Maids along with her, they proceeded to 
ſearch all the Rooms in the long Gallery, 


but without finding Sally, till. they came to 
the Coachman's, which was at the Corner ; 
when perceiving the Key on the Outſide, 


they opened it, and, to their great Surprize, 


found her ſitting very penſively on the Side 
of his Bed. * 
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On their equizing how ie came to be 
locked into; that Room, and in ſuch a 
Dreſs, ſhe anſwered : That the Coachman 
had called to her, as ſhe was going by the 
Room Door, and directly, out of Wagge- 
ry, had locked her in. Now one of theſe 
Maids, whoſe Name was Kate, having long 
been a Rival to Sally in the Coachman's 
Affection, and thinking this Story very 
improbable, immediately turned down the 
Bed-Cloaths ; and finding the Sheets very 
much tumbled, and allo the Impreſſions 
of two People to be ſeen plainly in the 
Bed, ſhe directly ſwore, ſomebody elſe had 
lain there (has Night beſides the Coach- 


man. 


Some of our celebrated Poets, but we 
cannot at this Time recollect which, has 
very juſtly remarked that, 


No Arts can blind a jealous Woman's Eyes, 


Thie proved true in the preſent Caſe; for 
as Kate had long entertained a violent Suſpi- 
cion of the Intimacy between Sally and the 
Coachman, ſo ſhe needed not halt the pre- 
ſent Circumſtances to convince her of their 
And, on 
caſting 


having been in Bed together, 


——_— 
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caſting her Eyes a little farther about her, 
ſhe perceived Sally's blue Ribband, with 
which ſhe generally bound on her Night- 
Cap, lying between the Sheets, about the 
Middle of the Bed : For, in the amorous 
Encounter ſhe' had been engaged in, it 
Nipped off from her Head, and ſhe really 
did not miſs it till this very Minute, 


Upon Kate's ſeeing this, ſhe directly 
cried out: Hey Day! what's here? 
© ſurely our Coachman don't wear Top- 
© Knots, — Well, well, I ſee how it is, 
* kifling goes by Favour.” And dropping 
a low Curteſy, ſaid to Sally : Madam, I 
* wiſh you much Joy of your Spouſe, for 
© I ſuppoſe you are married, by your bed- 
ding together.“ |; 


Sally's Patience was now quite exhauſted : 
When aſking the other what ſhe meant by 
that Speech, ſhe immediately faſtened both 
her Fiſts in her Hair, and pulled her to 
the Ground. Kate riſing again, flew at 
her; and they engaged each other Tooth 
and Nail for a conſiderable Time, clawing 
one another's Faces very handſomely, 


During this Encounter up came the 
Coachman, * © ſomething that he wanted 
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in his Room; where finding theſe two 
Harpies in cloſe Conflict, he ſtood amazed 
tor ſome Moments, not knowing what to 
make of it: However, by the Aſſiſtance of 
the other two Maids, he preſently parted 
them. Sally being grown quite outrageous 
at having her Face, on which ſhe ſet a 
great Value, thus maul'd by the other, di- 
rectly burſt out into Tears, and upbraided 
him, ſaying :——* How could you ſerve 
me ſo, you baſe Fellow you, muſt I 
* undergo this Uſage to humour your fool- 
* iſh Tricks ?*—He, not ſuffering her to ex- 
plain herſelf, interrupted her, aſking very 
inadvertently, what fooliſh Trick he had 
done to her? © I have not ſeen you To-day 
© before, as I know of,” ſaid he.—“ No, 
no,“ replied Kate, feeling may ſerve 
better than ſeeing, with ſome People. 
* You lye, Huſſey,” ſays Sally to her, he 
© never touched me in his Life-time; but, 
« I ſay, he has carried his Fooling, by 
* locking me into the Room, a little too 
* far, to give ſuch Sluts as you an Oppor- 
* tunity to make a Handle of it. On hear- 


ing this the Coachman ſtared, not knowing 


what to make of the Affair: But, how- 
ever, as he thought, there was ſomewhat 
in the Matter that he did not underſtand, 
ſo, for Reaſons of Policy, he judge 
i e 


1 
| 
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beſt to ſide with Sally; and therefore re- 
plied : He had only locked her in out of 
Roguery, and did not think it would have 
occaſioned any ſuch Fray. After ſome few 
more Altercations between the two Rivals, 
the Women walked down Stairs together, 
Sally and Kate ſcolding all the Way; and 
left the Coachman by himſelf, to ruminate 
upon the Matter, 


Kate, out of Malice to the other, ſoon 
took care to ſpread about throughout the 
Family, and even to all Strangers that 
came thither, how that Sally had been 
caught in the Coachman's Room, locked 
in; and ſhe would now and then, though 
probably by way of Miſtake, make a ſmall 
Addition of her own to the Story, and 
aver, that ſhe was found in his Bed. This 
was Nuts to James, who was well pleaſed 
to hear what had happened, and kept the 


Secret of the whole Affair very cloſely in 


his own Boſom. 


As Sally was very much vexed at this 


Diſaſter, ſo ſhe took an Opportunity, the 


ſame Day, of having a private Conference 


with the Coachman; and upbraided him 


very ſeverely. with his Neglect of her, in 
locking the Door upon her. He — 
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aſked her what Door ſhe meant; and 
ſwore, that he had neither been in his 
Room or Bed all the Night : Saying, that 
he had been drinking with James, the 
Captain's Man, in his Chamber, and that 


there he had got fuddled, and had ſlept 
till Morning upon is: Ded... 


Sally, on hearing this, which the Coach- 
man confirmed with many bitter Execrati- 
ons, and recollecting ſome Circumſtances 
of her laſt Night's Adventure, immediate- 
ly began to ſmell a Rat: Her Colour went 
and came very quick, and ſhe was almoſt 
ready to faint away, which the Coachman 
perceiving, gave her a Dram of Brandy, 
out of a ſmall Bottle that he uſually carried 
in his Pocket; and, on her reviving a lit- 
tle, he aſked her, how ſhe came ein the 
Room. — To which ſhe anſwered : She 
went thither at the ſame Time as uſual ; 


that he was in Bed and aſleep, when ſhe 


directly got in, and laid herſelf down by 
his Side, 


After ſome more Eclairciſements upon 
the Affair of her coming to Bed to him, 


and what enſued thereupon, which may 


perhaps be petter omitted than rehearſed, 
as it might not be agreeable to our chaſte 


and 
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and fair Readers, they both concluded, 
ſome ſcurvy Trick had been played them: 
And on comparing Notes a little more to- 
gether, they were confirmed, that it could 
have been done by no other Perſon but 
James; againſt whom they vowed a ſevere 
Revenge, whenever Opportunity ſhould 
furniſh either of them with the Means of 
accompliſhing it. 


James ſoon perceived, by the glum 
Looks and Frowns that both Sally and the 
Coachman caſt at him whenever they met, 
that his Roguery was diſcovered. But, 
luckily for him, as the Captain, his Maſ- 
ter, was obliged to ſet out for his Quarters 
the next Morning, a fine Horſe, that he 
valued very much, was taken ill, which 
the Captain thought better to leave 
at his Father's, till his R@overy, than to 
venture him on ſo Jong a Journey ; and 
therefore James was diſpatched that ve 
Day to Zork, to ſend a Poſt-Chaiſe for his 
Maſter, who was to come there the next 
Day, where James was to wait for him; 
and thereby he avoided all the Deſigns that 
might have been contrived againſt him. 


However, he took care before he left 


the Houſe, to communicate the whole a 
air 
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fair w ſome of the Men-Servants in Mr, 
Merit's Family: Who, when James was 
gone, roaſted the Coachman and Sally ſo 
much about it, as made their Lives quite 


uneaſy; and the more eſpecially, as he 
that occaſioned this Miſchief, and after- 


wards divulged it, was now quite out of 


the Reach of their Reſentments. 


The many Scoffs and Jeers that ſhe re- 
ceived, on this Account, from her Fellow- 


Servants, at laſt worked Sally up to ſuch a - 


Pitch, that ſhe was no longer able to en- 
dure the Houſe: But giving Warning to 
the two young Ladies to provide them- 
ſelves with a Servant in her Stead, ſhe not 


long afterwards quitted her Place, and 


went to live in another Family in the Bi- 
ſhoprick of Durbam; where ſhe reckoned 
herſelf pretty ſecure, by the Diſtance of 
the two Places, from ever hearing any 


Thing more about the Matter. But the 


poor Coachman was obliged to keep his 
Station, as he could not find ſuch another 
good Service in the County ; and, if he is 
yet living, remains to this Day, the Butt 
of ſome of the Family, on Account of 
his being cornuted by James, the Cap- 
tain's Man. | 
Early 
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Early the next Morning, Captain Wy; 
ſet out atrended by one of his Father's 
Domeſtics to York, in order to go from 
thence to his Quarters. But, before 
his Departure from Mr. Merit's, he en- 
gaged Amelia to promiſe him, that ſhe 
would not give her Hand or Heart to any 
other; in Return for which, he deeply 
vowed the greateft Perſeverance in Love 
and Conſtancy to her. 71 


. 42 


On his Arrival at his Quarters, he was 
received there, with the utmoſt Tokens of 
Joy and Satisfaction by his Brother Offi- 
cers, who were all heartily glad at his Re- 
turn to his Regiment: For the Captain, 
being an exceeding ſweet tempered Gentle- 
man, was univerſally beloved among them. 
— Here we ſhall bid adieu to him for a 
while, and put an End to the firſt Volume 
c 


The End of the Firſt Volume. 
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